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  A Note on This Translation
In one way, Jesus was the first postmodern figure: he comes down to us in many voices. The people who knew him, and the people who knew them, didn’t hand down one account. They handed down multiple. By the second century dozens of gospels were in circulation, each framing him from its own angle. Origen, early in the third century, could already speak of the “many” who had taken gospel-writing in hand; of most, only fragments and titles survive. One of the four says it plainly: if everything he did were written down, the world itself could not hold the books.


Out of that whole library, four became canon. The churches converged on the four that were in wide circulation and usage, and by the end of the second century Irenaeus could treat the fourfold gospel as a fact of nature, like the four winds. The rest were kept too — copied, quoted, argued with — just not read as scripture. Each of the four has its own angle, additive and unmerged: Mark quick and blunt, Matthew gathering the sayings into sermons, Luke minding names and order, John starting before the beginning, with the Word. There was an attempt to weave them into one — Tatian’s Diatessaron, a single harmonized gospel — and the church used it for a generation and then let it go, choosing four voices over one smooth telling. The choice fits the man who provoked it. The reconciliation is the difference itself: no single book can hold the message.


Plaintext Classics gathers what others wrote and puts it in front of you fresh. The manuscripts belong to the scribes who copied them, the text to the scholars who weighed them, the meaning to you. The choices that were ours to make, we’ve tried to make in the open. This edition puts the four gospels into plain modern English, straight from the Greek.


On the translation

Made with a machine. The draft was produced by a large language model (DeepSeek V4-Pro), one chapter at a time under human instruction, then checked by other models and edited under human oversight. Like human translators, a model carries bias and acts as a filter. It does not swap words one for one; it re-expresses the sense of a whole clause. And its particular temptation is to remember rather than render: the famous verses are ingrained in its training, and left alone it will reproduce the familiar English phrase instead of translating the Greek in front of it. Of the models tried, this draft was made by the one that leaned on those remembered phrasings least — the one that reproduced the familiar English wording least often and stayed closest to the Greek in front of it. That worked, most of the way. It did not work everywhere: the finished draft was afterwards audited against the Greek word by word, and where the old phrasing had crept back in, it was corrected. What the audit found is named in the appendix, along with how a machine translates and where it goes wrong.


This translation stands on the shoulders of the scribes, transcribers, and scholars who carried the text across two thousand years. The machine is one more lens. Read it as a draft to question.


Each chapter was rendered directly from the Koine Greek of the SBL Greek New Testament, a modern critical edition that weighs the oldest manuscripts. The King James Version of 1611 sat beside it only as a crib for proper names and the order of events; where the Greek and the KJV part ways, the Greek wins. The translator was told, in as many words, to distrust the famous English phrasings it already carried and to render each verse as if it had never been put into English before.


Plain words, unflinching scenes. The aim was plain, understandable English — short sentences, everyday words. The text stays in first-century Judea and Galilee: no anachronisms, no slang, no borrowed modern comforts.


One word, one word. Where the Greek repeats a word, the English repeats it — across chapters and across gospels. A translator who reaches for variety to keep the prose fresh destroys what the writer built: John hammers the same verb again and again, and Matthew has Jesus take up John the Baptist’s sentence word for word. So doulos is slave every time, not “servant” — a doulos is owned. One Greek verb covers rescuing, healing and saving, so the woman who touches his cloak is told your faith has saved you, in the same words Luke gives her when he tells the story again.


Amen stays amen. Amen is Hebrew, and the Gospel writers left it in Hebrew inside their Greek. They had the ordinary Greek word for “truly” — alēthōs — and they use it; Luke even swaps it into this very phrase where Mark keeps the Hebrew. So the seventy-five amens are a choice, and the old translations translate it away: “verily,” “truly.” We keep it. Jesus says Amen, I tell you — and John always doubles it, Amen, amen — which is strange, and meant to be: amen is what you say after someone else speaks, to agree. He says it first, about his own words, vouching for them before he has said them. Where the Greek says alēthōs, we say truly, so the two never blur.


The disputed passages are shown, not settled. Some of the most famous passages in the Gospels are missing from the oldest manuscripts — the last twelve verses of Mark, the woman caught in adultery. Rather than print these silently, this edition follows the SBL text: Mark’s two endings and the story of the woman are set off with a plain note that the earliest manuscripts don’t include them. And where the earliest manuscripts simply lack a verse, its number is skipped rather than filled in — so the numbering now and then jumps, say from 20 straight to 22. Nothing is hidden and nothing is deleted. You can see for yourself where the ground is uncertain, and decide what to make of it.


The chapter titles are ours — a way to find your place, like the headings in a study Bible, not part of the ancient text.


— Mark Scribe

    
      Part I

      The Gospel According to Matthew

      • • •

    

  Matthew · Chapter 1
The Family Line of Jesus the Anointed One
A record of the ancestors of Jesus, from Abraham to his birth.
This is the record of the family line of Jesus the Anointed One, a descendant of David and a descendant of Abraham.[1]

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah (their mother was Tamar), Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz (his mother was Rahab), Boaz the father of Obed (his mother was Ruth), and Obed the father of Jesse.[2] 6 Jesse was the father of King David.

David was the father of Solomon (his mother had been Uriah’s wife), 7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph. 8 Asaph was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah. 9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah was the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, around the time of the exile to Babylon.

12 After the exile to Babylon, Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor. 14 Azor was the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud. 15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob. 16 Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus, who is called the Anointed One.

17 So there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen generations from David to the exile in Babylon, and fourteen generations from the exile to the Anointed One.[3]

18 Now this is how the birth of Jesus the Anointed One came about. His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, her husband-to-be, was a good man. He did not want to shame her publicly, so he decided to break off the engagement quietly.[4]

20 But as he was thinking this over, a messenger of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she is carrying is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”[5]

22 All of this happened to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:

23 “Look — the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will call him Emmanuel,” which means “God with us.”[6]

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the Lord’s messenger had told him to do. He took Mary home as his wife, 25 but he did not sleep with her until she had given birth to a son. And he named him Jesus.

1“The Anointed One” translates the Greek χριστός (christos), which means “anointed” — marked out with oil as God’s king. It is the same idea as the Hebrew word “Messiah.” This edition uses “the Anointed One” for that word throughout, rather than the sound-alike “Christ.”

2The Hebrew scriptures name Rahab as the woman of Jericho who sheltered Israel’s spies (Joshua 2), but they never name Boaz’s mother. Matthew is the one who connects her to this family line, and Jewish tradition also remembered her marrying into Israel. The identification is old, though it rests on tradition rather than an explicit Old Testament statement.

3To make the middle set come out to fourteen, Matthew leaves out three kings who actually reigned between Joram and Uzziah — Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah (listed in 1 Chronicles 3:11–12). Skipping names to shape a list was accepted practice in ancient genealogies, which aimed at pattern and memory rather than a complete roll call.

4A Jewish betrothal was already legally binding, so ending it took a formal certificate of divorce (a get), not just a change of mind — even though the couple had not yet begun living together. This is why Joseph is called Mary’s “husband” before the wedding, and why calling off the arrangement counted as divorce.

5“Jesus” comes through Greek from the Hebrew name Yeshua, tied to the root meaning “to save” or “salvation.” The angel’s reasoning — “because he will save his people” — is a play on the name that works in Hebrew: the name itself says what the child is to do.

6Matthew quotes Isaiah 7:14 in its Greek form, which uses parthenos, “virgin.” The original Hebrew word there, almah, means simply “young woman,” and in Isaiah’s own day the sign pointed to a child to be born in the lifetime of King Ahaz. Matthew reads the older Greek translation as pointing forward to Jesus.


Matthew · Chapter 2
Visitors from the East
Astrologers arrive, a king rages, and a child escapes into the night.
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea during the reign of King Herod. Some time later, astrologers from the east arrived in Jerusalem.[1][2] 2 “Where is the one born king of the Jews?” they asked. “We saw his star rise in the east and have come to bow down to him.”

3 When King Herod heard this, he was shaken — and all Jerusalem with him. 4 He called together all the chief priests and scribes of the people and demanded to know where the Anointed One was to be born.[3]

5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him. “This is what the prophet wrote:

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah. For out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod secretly summoned the astrologers and pressed them for the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem with these instructions: “Go and search carefully for the child. When you find him, report back to me so that I too may come and bow down to him.”

9 After hearing the king, they went on their way. And look — the star they had seen rising in the east moved ahead of them until it stopped directly over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were flooded with an overwhelming joy.

11 They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. They fell down and bowed to him. Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.[4] 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their own country by a different route.

13 After they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” the angel said. “Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you otherwise, because Herod is going to hunt for the child to kill him.”

14 So Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and left for Egypt while it was still night. 15 He stayed there until Herod’s death. This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16 When Herod realized the astrologers had outwitted him, he flew into a rage. He gave orders to kill every male child in Bethlehem and all its surrounding region — two years old and under, based on the time he had carefully learned from the astrologers.[5] 17 Then what was spoken through the prophet Jeremiah came true:

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah — wailing and bitter grief. Rachel crying for her children, and she refused to be comforted, because they are gone.”

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. 20 “Get up,” the angel said. “Take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel. Those who wanted the child dead are dead themselves.”

21 So Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and entered the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Warned in a dream, he withdrew to the region of Galilee[6] 23 and settled in a town called Nazareth. This fulfilled what was spoken through the prophets: “He will be called a Nazarene.”[7]

1The Greek word is μάγοι (magoi) — not “kings,” and not three of them. They were a priestly caste from Persia and Parthia, associated with Zoroastrian religion and known for reading the stars and interpreting dreams. “Astrologers” keeps what they actually did.

2Herod the Great is generally reckoned to have died in 4 B.C., a date tied to a lunar eclipse the historian Josephus mentions shortly before his death. If Jesus was born in Herod’s final years, that places the birth around 5 or 4 B.C. — meaning our calendar, fixed centuries later, is likely off by a few years.

3Scribes were not copyists. The Greek grammateus — literally a “man of letters” — meant a professional expert in the written Law: the scholars who could read, argue, and decide what the Torah required. The Gospels keep them distinct from the “legal experts” (nomikoi) and the one “teacher of the law” (nomodidaskalos) they also name.

4Frankincense and myrrh were costly aromatic tree resins, traded across the ancient world and prized for perfume, incense, medicine, and religious ritual as well as for anointing and burial.

5Bethlehem was a small village.

6Archelaus, one of Herod the Great’s sons, inherited Judea and quickly earned a reputation for brutality; Rome deposed him for his unpopularity around A.D. 6.

7No single Old Testament verse says this, and Matthew cites “the prophets” in the plural rather than naming one. Many read it as a play on words: the Hebrew netser, meaning “branch” — a term Isaiah uses for a coming ruler from David’s line — sounds like the name Nazareth.


Matthew · Chapter 3
John the Baptizer Prepares the Way
A wild prophet calls a nation to turn back to God.
In those days John the Baptizer appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea 2 and saying, “Change your hearts, because the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one the prophet Isaiah spoke about when he said:

A voice shouting in the desert: ”Get the Lord’s road ready; make his paths straight.”

4 John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.[1] 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem, from all over Judea, and from the whole region around the Jordan. 6 They were baptized by him in the Jordan River, openly admitting their sins.

7 But when John saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them, “You nest of vipers — who warned you to run from the coming anger?[2] 8 Produce fruit that shows your hearts have really changed. 9 And don’t start telling yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I’m telling you, God can raise up children for Abraham out of these stones. 10 The ax is already lying at the root of the trees. So every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with water for a changed heart, but the one coming after me is stronger than I am — I’m not even fit to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.[3] 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he’ll clean out his threshing floor completely. He’ll gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he’ll burn up with fire that never goes out.”[4]

• • •

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan, to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to stop him. “I’m the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “and you’re coming to me?”

15 Jesus answered, “Let it be this way for now. It’s right for us to do this — to carry out everything God requires.” So John let him.[5]

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water. At that moment the heavens opened, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and settling on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the one I love. In him I take delight.”

1Locusts were permitted under the dietary laws: Leviticus lists them among the few insects Israelites could eat. Locusts and wild honey are also linked with the desert-dwelling communities of the time, such as those at Qumran.

2These two groups were rivals, not allies. The Sadducees were tied to the priesthood and the temple and rejected any resurrection or afterlife; the Pharisees had a broad popular following and taught the resurrection and angels.

3Handling someone’s sandals was the job of the lowest servant in the house — so menial that Jewish teachers said a slave could be made to do it but a disciple should not.

4This is a picture from the harvest. On a flat, open threshing floor, a farmer tossed the crushed grain into the air with a fork; the heavier wheat fell back down while the wind carried off the light, worthless chaff.

5The word behind this phrase is dikaiosynē, usually translated “righteousness.” In a Jewish setting it means more than keeping rules — it carries the sense of justice, faithfulness, and being rightly related to God and others.


Matthew · Chapter 4
The Testing in the Desert and the Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
Jesus is tested, then calls his first followers and heals the crowds.
Then the Spirit led Jesus up into the desert to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was hungry. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are God’s Son, tell these stones to become bread.”

4 But Jesus answered, “It is written: A person does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and stood him on the highest point of the temple.[1] 6 “If you are God’s Son,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:

‘He will give his angels orders about you, and they will lift you up on their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written: Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”

8 Again the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

10 Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written: Worship the Lord your God and serve him alone.”

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and took care of him.

12 When Jesus heard that John had been handed over, he went back to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum, beside the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:

15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations — [2] 16 the people sitting in darkness have seen a great light, and on those sitting in the land and shadow of death, a light has dawned.”

17 From that time on, Jesus began to proclaim, “Change your hearts, because the kingdom of heaven has come near.”[3]

18 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers — Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea, because they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” he said, “and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him.

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers — James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness among the people. 24 News about him spread through all Syria, and people brought to him all who were suffering — those afflicted with various diseases and pains, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed — and he healed them.[4] 25 Large crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and the region beyond the Jordan.[5]

1The Greek πτερύγιον means literally a “little wing” or tip — the exact spot is not certain. Tradition places it at the southeastern corner of the Temple Mount, which stood high above the Kidron valley below, though the text names no precise structure.

2The quotation adapts Isaiah 9:1–2. In its original setting Isaiah speaks of a region first humbled and later honored, and “Galilee of the nations” (literally “Galilee of the Gentiles”) points to its mixed, partly non-Jewish population.

3The Greek is metanoeite — from meta (change) + nous (mind): to change one’s mind. It stands close to the Hebrew shuv, to turn around and go the other way, so it means a practical about-face and not mere regret. We render it “change your heart” throughout, so that the same call in Matthew, Mark and Luke reads the same way in English as it does in Greek.

4The Greek word here, seleniazomenous, means literally “moon-struck” — from selene, the moon. Ancient people linked such fits to the moon’s influence, and the same root gives us the English word “lunatic.” The condition was not separated from what we would now call epilepsy, and was often thought to have a divine or demonic cause.

5The Decapolis (“Ten Cities”) was a cluster of Greek-styled cities east and south of Galilee, formed after Rome’s conquest of the region in 63 BC. Surrounded by Jewish, Aramean, and Nabatean populations, they kept a distinctly Hellenistic culture — so the crowds following Jesus were drawn from well beyond Jewish territory.


Matthew · Chapter 5
Teaching on the Mountain
Jesus teaches his followers what life in the kingdom looks like.
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain. He sat down, and his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to teach them. This is what he said:

3 “Fortunate are the poor in spirit — the kingdom of heaven belongs to them.

4 Fortunate are those who mourn — they will be comforted.

5 Fortunate are the gentle — they will inherit the earth.[1]

6 Fortunate are those who hunger and thirst for what is right — they will be filled.

7 Fortunate are the merciful — they will receive mercy.

8 Fortunate are the pure in heart — they will see God.

9 Fortunate are the peacemakers — they will be called sons of God.

10 Fortunate are those who are persecuted for doing what is right — the kingdom of heaven belongs to them.

11 Fortunate are you when people insult you and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you — lies — because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because your reward in heaven is great. That is how they persecuted the prophets who came before you.”

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It’s no good for anything anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

14 You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 And people don’t light a lamp and put it under a basket. They put it on a stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.[2] 16 In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good you do and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

17 “Don’t think I came to do away with the Law or the Prophets. I didn’t come to do away with them — I came to bring them to their full meaning. 18 Amen, I tell you: until heaven and earth pass away, not one smallest letter, not one tiny stroke of a pen, will disappear from the Law — not until everything is accomplished.[3] 19 So whoever breaks one of these commands, even the smallest one, and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever keeps them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 I tell you, unless you do what is right far better than the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

21 “You’ve heard that it was said to the people long ago: ‘Do not murder. Anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you: anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ will be answerable to the council. And anyone who says, ‘You fool,’ will be in danger of the fire of Gehenna.[4][5]

23 So if you’re bringing your gift to the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and make things right with your brother. Then come and offer your gift.

25 Settle matters quickly with your accuser while you’re still on the way to court with him. Otherwise he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you’ll be thrown into prison. 26 Amen, I tell you: you won’t get out of there until you’ve paid back the very last penny.”[6]

27 “You’ve heard that it was said: ‘Do not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you: anyone who looks at a woman with lustful desire has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away. It’s better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into Gehenna. 30 And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It’s better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into Gehenna.”

31 “It was said: ‘Whoever divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I tell you: anyone who divorces his wife — except on the ground of forbidden sex — makes her an adulteress. And whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”[7]

33 “Again, you’ve heard that it was said to the people long ago: ‘Do not break your oaths, but carry out the oaths you made to the Lord.’ 34 But I tell you: don’t swear an oath at all — not by heaven, because it’s God’s throne, 35 not by the earth, because it’s his footstool, not by Jerusalem, because it’s the city of the great King. 36 And don’t swear by your own head, because you can’t make a single hair white or black. 37 Just let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No.’ Anything more than that comes from the evil one.”

38 “You’ve heard that it was said: ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you: don’t resist an evil person. If someone slaps you on the right cheek, turn the other to him as well. 40 And if someone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat too. 41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two.[8] 42 Give to the one who asks you, and don’t turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.”

43 “You’ve heard that it was said: ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you: love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He makes his sun rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on those who do right and those who do wrong. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Don’t even the tax collectors do the same?[9] 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing that’s special? Don’t even the Gentiles do the same? 48 So be complete, just as your heavenly Father is complete.”

1The Greek word behind “gentle” is praus, which carries the sense of strength held under control rather than mere softness or weakness — the same word could describe an animal trained and reined in. The same term appears in Psalm 37:11 in the Greek Old Testament, where it is the humble who “inherit the land,” the line Jesus echoes here.

2The “basket” is a modios, the standard household dry-measure for grain, holding roughly eight or nine liters.

3The Greek keeps the Hebrew word amēn — the same “amen” said at the end of a prayer, meaning roughly “so be it,” “that is true.” Normally you say it after someone else has spoken, to agree with them. Jesus says it first, and about his own words.

4“Gehenna” is a real place — the Valley of Hinnom, a ravine just outside Jerusalem with a grim past. It is a specific place-name, kept distinct from the general English word “hell” and from “Hades,” the realm of the dead.

5“Raca” is left untranslated because it is an Aramaic term of contempt, from a root meaning “empty” — roughly “empty-headed” or “idiot.” It was a real street insult, and Jewish sources of the period likewise treated calling someone such names as a serious offense.

6The coin here is the kodrantes, the Roman quadrans — the smallest Roman bronze coin, worth a sixty-fourth of a denarius, a laborer’s daily wage.

7The Greek is porneia, a category word rather than a specific act: it covers prostitution, incest, and sex outside or against a marriage. What it means in this one clause has been argued over for centuries, because the answer decides what grounds for divorce the sentence allows. The Greek does not narrow it, and neither does this translation.

8The verb here, angareuo, refers to a specific legal power: a Roman soldier could lawfully compel any civilian to carry his gear or baggage for one Roman mile. It was a resented mark of occupation.

9Tax collectors were fellow Jews who contracted with the Roman occupation to collect its revenues, often profiting by overcharging their own neighbors. That collaboration and their constant dealings with Gentiles made them widely despised.


Matthew · Chapter 6
Teaching on the Mountain: Giving, Prayer, and Trust
Jesus teaches about secret devotion, the Lord’s Prayer, and freedom from worry.
“Be careful not to do your good deeds in front of people, just to be seen by them. If you do, you have no reward from your Father in the heavens.

2 So when you give to the poor, don’t sound a trumpet in front of you the way the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that people will praise them. Amen, I tell you: they have their reward already.[1] 3 But when you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving stays secret. And your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will repay you.

5 And when you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites. They love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, so that people will see them. Amen, I tell you: they have their reward already. 6 But when you pray, go into your private room, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is in the secret place. And your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will repay you.

7 And when you pray, don’t babble on and on the way the Gentiles do. They think that by using lots of words they’ll be heard.[2] 8 Don’t be like them. Your Father knows what you need before you even ask him.

9 So this is how you should pray:

‘Our Father in the heavens, may your name be treated as holy. 10 May your kingdom come. May your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today the bread we need for this day.[3] 12 And forgive us our debts, just as we have forgiven those who owe us. 13 And don’t bring us into testing, but rescue us from the evil one.’

14 Because if you forgive other people their wrongs, your heavenly Father will forgive you too. 15 But if you don’t forgive other people, your Father won’t forgive your wrongs either.

16 And when you fast, don’t put on a gloomy face like the hypocrites. They make their faces look terrible so that everyone will see they’re fasting. Amen, I tell you: they have their reward already. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,[4] 18 so that no one can tell you’re fasting — only your Father, who is in the secret place. And your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will repay you.

19 Don’t pile up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Pile up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where neither moths nor rust destroy, and where thieves don’t break in and steal. 21 Because wherever your treasure is, that’s where your heart will be.

22 The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So if the light inside you is actually darkness — how deep that darkness is.

24 No one can serve two masters. Either you’ll hate the one and love the other, or you’ll be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.[5]

25 So I’m telling you: don’t worry about your life — what you’ll eat or what you’ll drink — or about your body and what you’ll wear. Isn’t life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the sky. They don’t plant or harvest or store up in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you worth much more than they are? 27 And which of you, by worrying, can add a single hour to your life?[6]

28 And why worry about clothing? Look at how the wildflowers grow. They don’t work or spin thread. 29 But I’m telling you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If God clothes the grass of the field like that — grass that’s here today and thrown into the oven tomorrow — won’t he clothe you much more, you of little trust?

31 So don’t worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 Those are the things the Gentiles chase after. Your heavenly Father knows you need all of them.[7] 33 Instead, seek first the kingdom and what he requires, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 So don’t worry about tomorrow. Tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

1No practice of literally sounding a horn while giving alms is attested in Jewish sources of the period.

2The Greek verb here, battalogeō, is rare and slightly comic — it suggests blubbering, chattering, or stringing together empty words.

3The word behind this line, epiousion, is so rare it barely appears anywhere else in Greek, so no one is certain what it means. Translators have rendered it “daily,” “for the coming day,” or “needed for existence”; Jerome coined the Latin “supersubstantial” for it. Our rendering follows the “daily” sense.

4Anointing the head with oil and washing were ordinary parts of daily grooming; letting them go was one of the visible signs of mourning or fasting.

5The word translated “Money” is mammon, an Aramaic term for wealth or riches. Some later traditions came to speak of Mammon as if it were a false god.

6The Greek uses a measure of length, not time: literally “add one cubit (about eighteen inches) to his span.” The word for span can mean either height or length of life.

7The Greek is ta ethnē, “the nations” — one word, used for everyone outside Israel. Where it means peoples or countries we render it “nations”; where it means non-Jews as a group we say “Gentiles.” It is the same word in both places.


Matthew · Chapter 7
Teaching on Judging, Asking, and Two Roads
Jesus teaches about judging others, prayer, false prophets, and two foundations.
Don’t judge, so you won’t be judged. 2 For the judgment you use will be used on you, and the measure you measure with will be measured back to you.

3 Why do you stare at the speck in your brother’s eye but pay no attention to the log in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, “Let me take that speck out of your eye” — when there’s a log sitting in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite. First take the log out of your own eye, and then you’ll see clearly enough to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

6 Don’t give what is holy to the dogs, and don’t throw your pearls in front of pigs. They’ll just trample them underfoot and then turn and tear you to pieces.[1]

7 Ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

9 Is there any man among you who, if his son asks for bread, will hand him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will hand him a snake? 11 So if you, as bad as you are, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in the heavens give good things to those who ask him.

12 So in everything, whatever you want people to do to you, do the same to them — for this is the Law and the Prophets.[2]

13 Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many are those who go in through it. 14 But narrow is the gate and hard is the road that leads to life, and few are those who find it.

15 Watch out for false prophets. They come to you dressed in sheep’s clothing, but inside they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruit. Do people gather grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, but a rotten tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a rotten tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will recognize them by their fruit.

21 Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of the heavens — only the one who does the will of my Father in the heavens. 22 Many will say to me on that day, “Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, and drive out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?”[3] 23 And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you. Get away from me, you who practice lawlessness.”

24 So everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the rivers rose, the winds blew and beat against that house — and it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 The rain came down, the rivers rose, the winds blew and slammed against that house — and it fell. And its fall was great.

28 And it happened, when Jesus finished these words, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.[4]

1Dogs here are not household pets but scavenging animals, and both dogs and pigs were classed as unclean under Jewish law — pigs especially so. Some ancient Jewish usage also applied “dogs” contemptuously to outsiders, though that reading of this verse is debated.

2A generation earlier the rabbi Hillel gave a negative version of the same rule: “What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor — that is the whole Torah.” Jesus phrases it positively — do to others what you want done to you — and, like Hillel, calls it the summary of “the Law and the Prophets.”

3“That day” was a recognizable phrase, echoing the prophets’ “Day of the Lord” — a coming moment of divine reckoning when God intervenes to judge and set things right.

4Scribes were the professional interpreters of the Law, and their teaching worked by citing a chain of earlier authorities — “Rabbi so-and-so said…”


Matthew · Chapter 8
A Leper Cleansed, an Officer’s Faith, and a Storm Silenced
Jesus heals the outcast, marvels at an outsider’s faith, and commands wind and waves.
When he came down from the mountain, large crowds followed him. 2 And a man with leprosy came up and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”

3 Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean.” And at once his leprosy was cleansed. 4 Then Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one. But go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift Moses commanded — as a witness to them.”[1]

5 When he entered Capernaum, an army officer came to him, pleading with him 6 and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”

7 Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.”

8 But the officer answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. Just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”[2]

10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. He said to those following him, “Amen, I tell you, I have not found such faith in anyone in Israel. 11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit down at the table with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown out into the outer darkness — where there will be sobbing and grinding of teeth.”

13 Then Jesus said to the officer, “Go. Let it be done for you just as you believed.” And his servant was healed at that very hour.

14 When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. 15 He touched her hand, and the fever left her. She got up and began to serve him.

16 When evening came, they brought to him many who were demon-possessed. He drove out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick — 17 so that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: “He took up our weaknesses and carried our diseases.”[3]

18 When Jesus saw the large crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side. 19 A scribe came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”

20 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have dens and the birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”

21 Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”[4]

22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”

23 Then he got into the boat, and his disciples followed him. 24 And a great storm rose up on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 They came and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to die!”

26 He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you of little faith?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.

27 The men were astonished and said, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the sea obey him!”

28 When he came to the other side, into the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men came out of the tombs and met him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way.[5] 29 And they cried out, “What do you want with us, Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?”

30 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding some distance away.[6] 31 The demons begged him, “If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.”

32 He said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the pigs. And the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the water. 33 Those tending the pigs ran off. They went into the town and reported everything — including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 And the whole town came out to meet Jesus. When they saw him, they begged him to leave their region.

1The rite in view is laid out in Leviticus 14: a healed leper brought two birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop, followed over eight days by sacrifices and an anointing with oil. Only a priest could inspect and certify a person clean.

2The Greek word is doulos — a slave, someone owned as property, not a hired servant. Traditional translations often soften it to “servant,” but the Gospels use it for real slaves: the ones beaten in the parables, sold to pay a debt, thrown out into the dark. We render it “slave” throughout. Note that in Luke’s telling the sick man is called both doulos (7:2) and pais (7:7) — the same person, named two ways. In Matthew he is only ever pais; the doulos in this verse is one of the officer’s own slaves, in his illustration.

3This quotes Isaiah 53:4. Matthew’s wording stays close to the Hebrew, which speaks of bearing bodily infirmities and pains. The Greek Septuagint version had already shifted the same line toward the language of sin.

4Jewish burial normally happened within a day of death (Deuteronomy 21:22–23; Josephus, Jewish War 4.317).

5Matthew names “the Gadarenes” here, while Mark and Luke say “Gerasenes” — both cities of the Decapolis, a cluster of Greek-influenced towns east of the Jordan. The traditional site of the episode is Kursi, on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, where a steep slope runs down toward the water.

6A herd of pigs signals Gentile country. Jewish law counted the pig unclean and forbade both eating and raising it, so such a herd would not have been raised in Jewish Galilee, though it was ordinary in the largely Gentile Decapolis on the far side of the lake.


Matthew · Chapter 9
Power to Forgive, Power to Heal
Jesus forgives sins, calls a tax collector, and raises the dead.
Jesus got into a boat, crossed over, and came to his own town.[1] 2 And look — some people brought him a paralyzed man lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Take heart, son. Your sins are forgiven.”

3 At that, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.”

4 Jesus knew what they were thinking and said, “Why are you thinking evil in your hearts? 5 Which is easier — to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But so you will know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” — he then said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, pick up your mat, and go home.” 7 And the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were afraid and gave glory to God, who had given such authority to human beings.

9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax booth. He said to him, “Follow me.” And Matthew got up and followed him.

10 Later, as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, look — many tax collectors and sinners came and reclined with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

12 Jesus heard it and said, “It’s not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I want mercy, not sacrifice.’ I did not come to call those who already do right, but sinners.”[2]

14 Then John’s disciples came to him and said, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples don’t fast?”[3]

15 Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests mourn while the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them — and then they will fast. 16 No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth onto an old cloak. The patch pulls away from the cloak, and the tear becomes worse. 17 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins burst, the wine spills out, and the skins are ruined. No — they pour new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved.”

18 While he was saying these things to them, look — a ruler came and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died. But come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got up and followed him, and so did his disciples.

20 And look — a woman who had been bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the tassel of his cloak.[4] 21 She was saying to herself, “If I can just touch his cloak, I will be saved.”

22 Jesus turned, saw her, and said, “Take heart, daughter. Your faith has saved you.” And the woman was healed from that moment.

23 When Jesus came to the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd,[5] 24 he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead — she’s sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the news of this spread through all that region.

27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, shouting, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!”

28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him. Jesus said to them, “Do you believe I am able to do this?”

They said, “Yes, Lord.”

29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “Let it happen to you according to your faith.” 30 And their eyes were opened. Jesus warned them sternly: “See that no one knows about this.” 31 But they went out and spread the word about him through all that region.

32 As they were leaving, look — people brought him a man who could not speak and was demon-possessed. 33 When the demon was driven out, the man spoke. The crowds were amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”

34 But the Pharisees said, “He drives out demons by the ruler of the demons.”

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he felt compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.[6] 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 So ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.”

1Matthew doesn’t name the town. At 4:13 he says Jesus left Nazareth and settled in Capernaum, a fishing town on the Sea of Galilee — the base of his Galilean ministry.

2Jesus is quoting Hosea 6:6, where God tells Israel he prefers loyal love and faithfulness to ritual offerings.

3The Law of Moses required only one fixed fast a year, on the Day of Atonement. A Pharisee in Luke 18:12 says he fasts twice a week; the Didache, an early Christian text, names those days as Monday and Thursday (8:1).

4The Greek kraspedon is the edge or border of a thing; on a garment it is the tassel — tzitzit in Hebrew — that Israelite men were commanded to attach to the four corners of the outer cloak (Numbers 15:37–41; Deuteronomy 22:12). It is the same word Matthew uses at 23:5.

5Professional flute players and wailers were standard at a first-century Jewish death, hired to lead the mourning and often arriving quickly.

6The phrase echoes the Hebrew scriptures, where Moses asks God to appoint a successor so Israel won’t be “like sheep without a shepherd” (Numbers 27:17), and where prophets like Zechariah rebuke Israel’s failed leaders.


Matthew · Chapter 10
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve
He gives them authority, instructions, and a warning of what lies ahead.
Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority over unclean spirits — to drive them out, and to heal every sickness and every disease.

2 These are the names of the twelve messengers: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot — the one who handed him over.[1]

5 Jesus sent these twelve out with these orders: “Don’t go off into Gentile territory, and don’t enter any Samaritan town.[2] 6 Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out demons. You received without paying — give without paying.

9 “Don’t stockpile gold or silver or copper in your money belts. 10 Don’t take a bag for the road, or a second tunic, or sandals, or a staff — a worker deserves his food.

11 “Whenever you enter a town or village, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 When you go into the house, greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your peace rest on it. But if it isn’t worthy, let your peace come back to you. 14 And if anyone won’t welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet as you leave that house or that town.[3] 15 Amen, I tell you: it will be more bearable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

16 “Look — I’m sending you out like sheep among wolves. So be shrewd as snakes and innocent as doves.

17 “Watch out for people. They’ll hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues. 18 You’ll be dragged before governors and kings because of me — as a witness to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they hand you over, don’t worry about how to speak or what to say. What you need to say will be given to you at that moment. 20 It won’t be you speaking — it will be the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

21 “Brother will hand brother over to death, and a father his child. Children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 22 You’ll be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one who holds on to the end will be saved.

23 “When they persecute you in one town, run to the next. Amen, I tell you: you won’t finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

24 “A student isn’t above his teacher, and a slave isn’t above his master. 25 It’s enough for a student to become like his teacher, and a slave like his master. If they’ve called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household?[4]

26 “So don’t be afraid of them. Nothing is covered that won’t be uncovered, and nothing hidden that won’t be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the light. What you hear whispered in your ear, shout from the rooftops.

28 “Don’t be afraid of those who kill the body but can’t kill the soul. Fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.[5]

29 “Aren’t two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father.[6] 30 And even the hairs on your head are all counted. 31 So don’t be afraid — you’re worth more than many sparrows.

32 “Whoever acknowledges me before people, I’ll acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever denies me before people, I’ll deny him before my Father in heaven.

34 “Don’t think I came to bring peace to the earth. I didn’t come to bring peace — I came to bring a sword. 35 I came to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law — 36 a person’s enemies will be the members of his own household.

37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me isn’t worthy of me. Whoever loves son or daughter more than me isn’t worthy of me. 38 And whoever doesn’t take up his cross and follow after me isn’t worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet because he’s a prophet will get a prophet’s reward. Whoever welcomes an upright person because he’s upright will get an upright person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he’s a disciple — Amen, I tell you, he won’t lose his reward.”

1Here the Greek actually reads “Simon the Cananaean” (Kananaios), from an Aramaic word meaning “zealous”; Luke translates the same nickname into Greek as “the Zealot.” By the Jewish revolt of the 60s AD, “Zealots” named an organized revolutionary faction, but in Jesus’s day the label more likely marked a man simply fierce for the law and for God. The wording leaves it open.

2Jews and Samaritans shared much of the same scripture and ancestry but had split bitterly. A central grievance was worship itself: the Samaritans maintained their own temple on Mount Gerizim as a rival to Jerusalem, a claim Jews rejected. Many Jewish travelers went around Samaria rather than through it.

3Devout Jews were known to shake off dust picked up in Gentile territory before re-entering the land, treating that soil as unclean.

4The Greek here is “Beelzebul,” not quite the Old Testament “Baal-zebub” (“lord of the flies”), the god of Ekron mocked in 2 Kings. “Baal-zebul” would mean something like “Baal the prince” or “lord of the lofty dwelling,” and the exact sense is still debated. By this period the name had become a slur for the ruler of the demons.

5“Gehenna” comes from the Valley of Hinnom, a ravine just south of Jerusalem remembered as a site of child sacrifice in Israel’s darker past. That grim history turned the name into a stock image for divine judgment.

6The “penny” is an assarion, a small bronze coin worth a sixteenth of a denarius — a denarius being about a day’s wage for a laborer. Sparrows were among the cheapest food sold.


Matthew · Chapter 11
John Hears about Jesus from Prison
John the Baptist, locked away, sends word to Jesus — and Jesus speaks about him.
When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he left that place to teach and preach in their towns.

2 Now John, while he was in prison, heard about the works of the Anointed One. He sent word through his own disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we wait for someone else?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And fortunate is anyone who does not stumble over me.”

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John. “What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 No? Then what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothes? Look — those who wear soft clothes are in kings’ houses. 9 So what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written:

‘Look — I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’[1]

11 Amen, I tell you, among those born of women no one greater than John the Baptist has arisen. Yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been pressing forward with force, and forceful people seize it.[2] 13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah — the one who was to come.[3] 15 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces, calling out to the others, 17 saying:

‘We played the flute for you, and you didn’t dance. We sang a funeral song, and you didn’t mourn.’

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look — a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her works.”

20 Then Jesus began to denounce the towns where most of his miracles had been done, because they had not turned from their ways. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! Because if the miracles done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have turned long ago, in sackcloth and ashes.[4] 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum — will you be lifted up to heaven? No, you will go down to Hades. Because if the miracles done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained to this day.[5] 24 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for the land of Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this was pleasing in your sight.”

27 “All things have been handed over to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son — and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and weighed down, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.[6] 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

1The quoted line is a blend, not a single verse. It draws on Malachi 3:1 — where God promises a messenger to prepare his way — but shifts the wording to the second person (“your way,” “before you”), echoing the language of Exodus 23:20, where God sends an angel ahead of Israel. Matthew applies this composite to John.

2The Greek verb here, biazetai, is genuinely ambiguous and has divided readers for centuries. It can be middle voice — the kingdom “forces its way” or advances powerfully — or passive — the kingdom “suffers violence,” is under attack. The following clause about “forceful people” who “seize it” can be read either as eager seekers pressing in or as violent opponents; the translation you’re reading leans toward the first.

3This draws on Malachi 4:5, where God promises to send the prophet Elijah “before the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” Many first-century Jews expected Elijah to return as a herald of the coming deliverance — an expectation still marked at the Passover seder, where a cup is poured for Elijah and the door opened for him.

4These two Phoenician port cities were long-standing symbols of judgment in Jewish scripture, targeted by extended oracles of doom in Isaiah 23 and Ezekiel 26–28.

5The Greek word here is Hades, the general realm of the dead, not Gehenna, the term the New Testament elsewhere uses for a place of fiery punishment. The line plays on height and depth — “lifted up to heaven” versus brought down to Hades — echoing an oracle against Babylon in Isaiah 14.

6In first-century Judaism the “yoke” was a common image for accepting a body of teaching — the “yoke of the Torah,” or a particular rabbi’s interpretation of how to live it. Every teacher had a “yoke” his students took on.


Matthew · Chapter 12
Lord of the Sabbath
Jesus faces growing conflict over the Sabbath, his power, and his family.
Around that time, Jesus walked through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pluck heads of grain and eat them.[1] 2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath.”

3 He said to them, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his men were hungry? 4 How he entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence — which was not lawful for him or his men to eat, but only for the priests?[2] 5 Or haven’t you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple break the Sabbath and are not guilty? 6 I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. 7 And if you had understood what this means — ‘I want mercy, not sacrifice’ — you would not have condemned the innocent.[3] 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

9 He left that place and went into their synagogue. 10 A man with a withered hand was there. They asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” — so they could accuse him.

11 He said to them, “Which of you, if you had one sheep and it fell into a pit on the Sabbath, wouldn’t grab hold of it and pull it out? 12 How much more valuable is a person than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”

13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and it was restored — healthy, just like the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted against him, how they might destroy him.

15 Jesus knew this and withdrew from there. Large crowds followed him, and he healed them all, 16 and he warned them sharply not to make him known. 17 This fulfilled what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet:

18 “Here is my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved, in whom my soul delights. I will put my Spirit on him, and he will announce justice to the nations. 19 He will not quarrel or shout; no one will hear his voice in the streets. 20 A crushed reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not put out, until he brings justice through to victory. 21 And in his name the nations will hope.”

22 Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute was brought to him. He healed him, so that the mute man spoke and saw. 23 All the crowds were astonished and said, “Could this be the Son of David?”

24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man drives out demons only by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.”[4]

25 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your own people drive them out? So they will be your judges. 28 But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

29 “Or how can someone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his goods unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can plunder his house. 30 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

31 “So I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven — not in this age or in the age to come.

33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree rotten and its fruit rotten. For a tree is known by its fruit. 34 You nest of vipers, how can you speak good things when you are evil? For the mouth speaks out of the overflow of the heart. 35 The good person brings good things out of a good treasure, and the evil person brings evil things out of an evil treasure. 36 I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give an account for every careless word they speak. 37 For by your words you will be declared right, and by your words you will be condemned.”

38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.”

39 He answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation craves a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet. 40 For just as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.[5] 41 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they turned from their ways at Jonah’s preaching — and look, something greater than Jonah is here. 42 The Queen of the South will be raised at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear Solomon’s wisdom — and look, something greater than Solomon is here.[6]

43 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a person, it passes through waterless places looking for rest and finds none. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to my house that I left.’ When it comes, it finds it empty, swept clean, and put in order. 45 Then it goes and brings along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live there. The final condition of that person is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this evil generation.”

46 While he was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him. 47 Someone said to him, “Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.”

48 He answered the one who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 Stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven — that person is my brother and sister and mother.”

1The Law itself permitted a person walking through a neighbor’s field to pull heads of grain by hand and eat them (Deuteronomy 23:25). Pharisaic interpretation counted doing so on the Sabbath as a form of the forbidden work of reaping.

2This was a set of twelve loaves kept on a table in the sanctuary and replaced with fresh bread every Sabbath (Leviticus 24:5-9). The old loaves were reserved for the priests to eat.

3Jesus is quoting Hosea 6:6, where the prophet accuses Israel of going through the motions of worship while lacking genuine compassion and knowledge of God.

4The name echoes Baal, a Canaanite deity. In 2 Kings 1:2-3 a god of Ekron is called Baal-zebub, “lord of flies” — likely a mocking distortion of an original title meaning something like “lord of the exalted dwelling.” By Jesus’s day the name had become a byword for the prince of demons.

5In Jewish reckoning any part of a day could count as a whole day, so “three days and three nights” did not require a full seventy-two hours.

6This is the queen who traveled to test Solomon’s wisdom (1 Kings 10), traditionally identified with the kingdom of Sheba, usually located in present-day Yemen (with a rival tradition placing it in Ethiopia).


Matthew · Chapter 13
Stories of the Kingdom
Jesus teaches the crowds with stories about seeds, weeds, treasure, and a net.
That same day Jesus left the house and sat down beside the sea. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 He told them many things in parables.

“Listen,” he said. “A farmer went out to plant his seed. 4 As he scattered it, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky ground where there wasn’t much soil. It sprang up quickly because the soil was shallow, 6 but when the sun rose, the plants were scorched. They had no root, so they withered. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. 8 But some fell on good soil and produced grain — some a hundred times what was planted, some sixty, some thirty. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to them in parables?”

11 He answered, “Because the secrets of the kingdom of heaven have been given to you to know, but to them it has not been given. 12 Whoever has will be given more, and have plenty. But whoever does not have — even what they have will be taken from them. 13 That is why I speak to them in parables: because they look but don’t see, and they hear but don’t listen or understand. 14 In them Isaiah’s prophecy is coming true:

‘You will hear and hear but never understand, and you will look and look but never see. 15 For this people’s heart has grown thick, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their heart, and turn — and I would heal them.’[1]

16 But your eyes are fortunate, because they see — and your ears, because they hear. 17 Amen, I tell you, many prophets and people who did right longed to see what you see and didn’t see it, and to hear what you hear and didn’t hear it.”

18 “So listen to what the parable of the farmer means. 19 When anyone hears the message of the kingdom and doesn’t understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was planted in their heart. That is the seed planted along the path. 20 The seed planted on rocky ground — that is the person who hears the message and immediately receives it with joy, 21 but has no root inside. They last only a little while. When trouble or persecution comes because of the message, they fall away at once. 22 The seed planted among thorns — that is the person who hears the message, but the worries of this age and the lie of wealth choke the message, and it produces nothing. 23 But the seed planted on good soil — that is the person who hears the message and understands it. They truly bear fruit and produce a crop: some a hundred times what was planted, some sixty, some thirty.”

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who planted good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and scattered weeds among the wheat and slipped away.[2] 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, the weeds appeared too.

27 “The landowner’s slaves came and said to him, ‘Sir, didn’t you plant good seed in your field? Where did the weeds come from?’

28 “He told them, ‘An enemy did this.’

“The slaves asked, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’

29 “‘No,’ he said. ‘If you pull up the weeds, you might uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At harvest time I’ll tell the workers: Gather the weeds first and tie them in bundles to be burned. Then bring the wheat into my barn.’”

31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a man took and planted in his field. 32 It’s the smallest of all seeds, but when it grows, it’s larger than the garden plants and becomes a tree — so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into three measures of flour until it worked all the way through.”

34 Jesus said all these things to the crowds in parables. He didn’t speak to them without a parable. 35 This fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet:

“I will open my mouth in parables; I will declare things hidden since the world was made.”[3]

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”

37 He answered, “The one who plants the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world. The good seed — these are the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who planted them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

40 “Just as the weeds are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and everyone who does wrong, 42 and throw them into the blazing furnace — where there will be sobbing and grinding of teeth. 43 Then those who did right will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again. Then, full of joy, he went and sold everything he had and bought that field.”

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one pearl of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net let down into the sea that caught fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up onto the shore. They sat down and sorted the good fish into containers but threw the bad ones away. 49 That’s how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from those who did right 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace — where there will be sobbing and grinding of teeth.”

51 “Have you understood all these things?”

“Yes,” they said.

52 He said to them, “So then, every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a homeowner who brings out of his storeroom treasures both new and old.”[4]

53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place. 54 He came to his hometown and began teaching the people in their synagogue. They were astonished.

“Where did this man get this wisdom and these miracles?” they said. 55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother called Mary, and his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas?[5] 56 Aren’t all his sisters here with us? Where then did he get all this?”

57 And they took offense at him.

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor — except in his own hometown and in his own house.”

58 And he didn’t do many miracles there because of their unbelief.

1These lines come from Isaiah 6:9–10, part of the passage where the prophet is first commissioned and warned that the people will hear without understanding and see without perceiving. Matthew quotes them in the wording of the old Greek version.

2The Greek word is zizania, usually identified as darnel — a weed that looks almost identical to wheat while the two are young, and whose seeds are toxic. The plants can only be told apart once the heads form. Sowing darnel in a rival’s field was a recognized form of sabotage in the ancient world.

3Matthew calls this a prophet’s words, but the line is from Psalm 78:2, a psalm traditionally attributed to Asaph — a temple singer whom Chronicles also calls a “seer.” Matthew’s Greek matches neither the Hebrew nor the standard Greek version of the psalm exactly.

4The Greek word is grammateus, a scribe — in this society the trained professionals who copied, taught, and interpreted the Jewish law, holding real influence over the community.

5The Greek tektōn is broader than our word “carpenter.” It named a skilled builder or craftsman — someone who worked in wood, and often in stone as well — not necessarily a maker of furniture.


Matthew · Chapter 14
The Death of John the Baptist and the Feeding of Five Thousand
Herod kills John; Jesus feeds thousands and walks on the sea.
Around that time, Herod the ruler heard the reports about Jesus.[1] 2 He said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist — he’s been raised from the dead, and that’s why these powers are at work in him.”

3 You see, Herod had seized John, tied him up, and thrown him in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife.[2] 4 John had been telling him, “It’s not lawful for you to have her.” 5 Herod wanted to kill him, but he was afraid of the crowd, because they held John as a prophet.

6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced in front of everyone, and she pleased Herod.[3] 7 So he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked for. 8 Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist — right here on a platter.”

9 The king was upset, but because of his oaths and the guests reclining at the table with him, he ordered it given. 10 He sent men and had John beheaded in the prison. 11 His head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she carried it to her mother.

12 John’s disciples came and took the body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.

13 When Jesus heard this, he left there by boat for a deserted place to be alone. But the crowds found out and followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he came ashore, he saw a huge crowd. His heart went out to them, and he healed their sick.

15 As evening came, the disciples approached him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is already late. Send the crowds away so they can go into the villages and buy themselves something to eat.”

16 But Jesus said to them, “They don’t need to go away. You give them something to eat.”

17 They said to him, “We have nothing here except five loaves and two fish.”

18 He said, “Bring them here to me.”

19 He told the crowds to sit down on the grass. Then he took the five loaves and the two fish, looked up to heaven, blessed them, broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples — and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 Everyone ate and was satisfied. They picked up the leftover broken pieces — twelve baskets full.[4] 21 Those who ate were about five thousand men, not counting women and children.

22 Right away Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 After he sent them away, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone.

24 By this time the boat was already a long way from land, battered by the waves, because the wind was against them. 25 In the fourth watch of the night, Jesus came toward them, walking on the sea.[5] 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost!” they said, and they screamed in fear.

27 But Jesus spoke to them at once: “Take heart — it’s me. Don’t be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you on the water.”

29 He said, “Come.”

Peter got out of the boat, walked on the water, and went toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid. He began to sink and cried out, “Lord, save me!”

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and grabbed hold of him. He said to him, “You of little faith — why did you doubt?”

32 When they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

34 They crossed over and came to land at Gennesaret. 35 When the men of that place recognized him, they sent word throughout the whole region and brought all who were sick to him. 36 They begged him just to let them touch the tassel of his cloak — and everyone who touched it was saved.[6]

1This is Herod Antipas, a son of Herod the Great, who ruled Galilee and Peraea. The word rendered “ruler” is “tetrarch,” literally “ruler of a fourth” — a lesser rank than king, reflecting how his father’s kingdom was divided under Roman oversight after his death. Matthew himself calls him “the king” in verse 9, but the title marks him as a subordinate client ruler.

2John’s objection rested on Jewish law: Leviticus 18:16 and 20:21 forbid a man from taking his brother’s wife. Herodias had first been married to a half-brother of Antipas, and the marriage was widely regarded as unlawful.

3The Gospels never name her. The first-century historian Josephus names the daughter of Herodias as Salome (Antiquities 18.5.4), which is where the traditional name comes from.

4The word here, kophinos, names a specific kind of small wicker basket that Jewish travelers carried to hold their own provisions. The leftovers filled twelve of these ordinary carrying-baskets.

5Romans divided the night into four watches of about three hours each; the fourth ran roughly from 3:00 to 6:00 a.m.

6Kraspedon — the tassel, tzitzit in Hebrew, that Israelite men were commanded to wear on the corners of the outer garment (Numbers 15:37–41).


Matthew · Chapter 15
What Makes a Person Unclean, and Faith Outside Israel
Pharisees challenge Jesus over tradition; a Canaanite woman shows great faith.
Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 2 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands when they eat bread.”[1]

3 He answered, “And why do you break God’s command for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ 5 But you say that if anyone tells his father or mother, ‘Whatever you might have gained from me is a gift,’[2] 6 he need not honor his father. So you have voided God’s word for the sake of your tradition. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:

8 ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 9 They worship me in vain, teaching human rules as if they were God’s commands.’”

10 Then he called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand: 11 It’s not what goes into the mouth that makes a person unclean; it’s what comes out of the mouth — that is what makes a person unclean.”[3]

12 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard what you said?”

13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 14 Leave them alone. They are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”

15 Peter spoke up and said, “Explain this parable to us.”

16 Jesus said, “Are you still without understanding too? 17 Don’t you see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled into the latrine? 18 But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart — and those are what make a person unclean. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, forbidden sex, thefts, false testimonies, slanders. 20 These are what make a person unclean. But eating with unwashed hands does not make a person unclean.”

21 Jesus left that place and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And look — a Canaanite woman from that area came out, crying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is badly demon-possessed.”[4]

23 But he did not answer her a word. His disciples came and urged him, “Send her away — she keeps shouting after us.”

24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.”

26 He answered, “It’s not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”[5]

27 She said, “Yes, Lord — but even the little dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”

28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your faith is great. Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

29 Jesus moved on from there and came beside the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a mountain and sat down there. 30 Large crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others. They laid them at his feet, and he healed them — 31 so that the crowd was amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.

32 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “My heart goes out to the crowd, because they’ve stayed with me three days now and have nothing to eat. I don’t want to send them away hungry — they might collapse on the way.”

33 The disciples said to him, “Where in this desert could we get enough bread to satisfy such a large crowd?”

34 Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven — and a few small fish.”

35 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 36 Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, gave thanks, broke them, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 Everyone ate and was satisfied, and they picked up the leftover broken pieces — seven large baskets full. 38 Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.

39 After he sent the crowds away, he got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan.[6]

1This handwashing before meals — pouring water over the hands — was a matter of ritual purity, not hygiene. It was part of what the Pharisees call the “tradition of the elders,” a body of practice developed by teachers rather than commanded outright in the written Law of Moses.

2This describes a vow — Mark’s parallel keeps the technical word “Corban” — in which a person declared property dedicated to God. Once pronounced, the vow was treated as binding and could be used to place resources off-limits, so a son could withhold support from aging parents by claiming his means were pledged.

3The Greek verb is koinoō, literally “to make common” — to strip something of its set-apart, holy status. It is the language of ritual purity.

4Mark tells the same story but calls the woman a “Syrophoenician” (Mark 7:26), a contemporary regional term. Matthew instead uses “Canaanite,” a name for the land’s ancient pre-Israelite inhabitants who no longer existed as a distinct people.

5The Greek kynarion is a diminutive of the ordinary word for dog. It can mean a household pet that lives under the table — which fits the woman’s reply about crumbs — but by this period such diminutives had often lost their force and simply meant “dogs.” How much it softens the insult is not settled.

6The location is uncertain; the parallel in Mark 8:10 reads “Dalmanutha,” another otherwise unknown name. Magadan is often connected with Magdala (modern Migdal), a fishing town on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee and the home of Mary Magdalene.


Matthew · Chapter 16
The Demand for a Sign and the Confession of Peter
Jesus confronts unbelief, then asks his followers who he really is.
The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus to test him. They asked him to show them a sign from heaven.[1]

2 He answered them, “When evening comes, you say, ‘It’ll be fair weather — the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘Stormy weather today — the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to read the face of the sky, but you can’t read the signs of the times. 4 A wicked and unfaithful generation demands a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” Then he left them and went away.[2]

5 When the disciples reached the other side of the lake, they had forgotten to bring any bread. 6 Jesus said to them, “Watch out and be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

7 They started talking it over among themselves, saying, “It’s because we didn’t bring any bread.”

8 Jesus knew what they were saying and said, “You have so little faith — why are you talking among yourselves about having no bread? 9 Don’t you understand yet? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you picked up? 10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many large baskets you picked up? 11 How can you not understand that I wasn’t talking to you about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

12 Then they understood that he wasn’t telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”[3]

14 They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and still others say Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15 He said to them, “But you — who do you say I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Anointed One, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesus answered him, “You are fortunate, Simon son of Jonah, because flesh and blood didn’t reveal this to you, but my Father in the heavens did. 18 And I tell you: you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.[4] 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you tie up on earth will have been tied up in the heavens, and whatever you untie on earth will have been untied in the heavens.”[5]

20 Then he ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Anointed One.

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Mercy on you, Lord! This will never happen to you.”[6]

23 But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You’re a stumbling block to me, because you’re not thinking God’s thoughts but human thoughts.”

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 25 Because whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 What good will it do a person if he gains the whole world but forfeits his life? Or what can a person give in exchange for his life? 27 For the Son of Man is about to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and then he will repay each person according to what they have done. 28 Amen, I tell you: there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

1These two groups were rivals, not allies. They clashed over basics: the Sadducees rejected the resurrection and the Pharisees’ unwritten tradition, while the Pharisees held to both.

2Jonah’s story turns on the three days he spent inside the great fish before being spat out alive. Earlier in Matthew (12:40) Jesus makes the comparison explicit: as Jonah was in the fish, so the Son of Man would be “three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”

3This town sat at the foot of Mount Hermon, about 25 miles north of the Sea of Galilee, beside a great spring feeding the Jordan. It was a famous center of pagan worship, earlier called Paneas after the Greek god Pan.

4“Hades” here is not the fiery hell of later imagination but the underworld, the realm of all the dead. In Hebrew idiom a city’s “gates” named its stronghold and the seat of its power.

5The Greek verbs behind “tie up” and “untie” are deō and lyō, traditionally rendered “bind” and “loose.” They were standard legal terms among first-century rabbis for forbidding or permitting things under the Law: the authority to declare what was allowed or off-limits within a community.

6The Greek idiom (hileos soi) literally invokes God’s mercy — “God be gracious to you” — but in use it functioned as a strong protest, close to “Heaven forbid” or “Far be it from you.”


Matthew · Chapter 17
Jesus Is Transfigured on the Mountain
Three disciples see Jesus in blazing glory, talking with Moses and Elijah.
Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James, and James’s brother John and led them up a high mountain by themselves.[1] 2 And he was transformed right in front of them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3 Then Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus.

4 Peter spoke up and said to Jesus, “Lord, it’s good for us to be here. If you want, I’ll put up three shelters — one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”[2]

5 While he was still talking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice came from the cloud saying, “This is my Son, the one I love. In him I take delight. Listen to him.”

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown, terrified. 7 But Jesus came over and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them strict orders: “Don’t tell anyone what you saw until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

10 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah has to come first?”[3]

11 He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore everything. 12 But I’m telling you, Elijah has already come, and they didn’t recognize him. They did whatever they wanted to him. In the same way, the Son of Man is about to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood he was talking to them about John the Baptist.

14 When they reached the crowd, a man came up to Jesus and knelt before him. 15 “Lord,” he said, “have mercy on my son. He has seizures and suffers terribly. He often falls into the fire and often into the water.[4] 16 I brought him to your disciples, but they couldn’t heal him.”

17 Jesus answered, “You unbelieving and twisted generation — how long do I have to be with you? How long do I have to put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him. And the boy was healed from that moment on.

19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”

20 He said to them, “Because you have so little faith. Amen, I tell you, if you have faith even as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”

22 While they were gathered together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be handed over into human hands. 23 They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised.” And they were deeply upset.

24 When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came to Peter and asked, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax?”[5]

25 “Yes, he does,” Peter said.

When Peter went into the house, Jesus spoke first. “What do you think, Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the kings of the earth collect duties or taxes — from their own children, or from others?”

26 “From others,” Peter answered.

Jesus said to him, “Then the children are free. 27 But so we don’t offend them, go to the sea and throw in a hook. Take the first fish you pull up, and when you open its mouth, you’ll find a coin worth four drachmas. Take it and give it to them for me and for you.”[6]

1Two traditions locate this mountain: Mount Tabor in lower Galilee, about 575 meters high, and Mount Hermon on the Lebanon–Syria border, rising over 2,800 meters. Matthew says only “a high mountain,” a phrase that fits Hermon far better, though Tabor became the more popular pilgrimage site in later centuries.

2The Greek word (skēnas) means temporary booths, like those Jews built each year for the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot), living a week in leafy huts to recall Israel’s wandering in the desert.

3The scribes’ teaching rests on Malachi 4:5–6, which promised God would send the prophet Elijah before “the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” This became a fixed expectation in the centuries before Jesus, and Jewish tradition still pours a cup for Elijah at the Passover seder and opens the door for him.

4The Greek verb here (selēniazetai) literally means “moon-struck.” Ancient popular and medical belief tied seizures and mental illness to the phases of the moon — the same notion that gives us the English word “lunatic.” We render the father’s description in plain medical terms.

5This was the annual half-shekel (Greek didrachma, worth two drachmas) collected from Jewish men for the upkeep of the Temple, a practice traced back to Exodus 30:13–16.

6The coin is a stater (four drachmas), which equaled exactly two half-shekels — the tax for two people.


Matthew · Chapter 18
Who Is the Greatest?
Jesus teaches about humility, stumbling blocks, and forgiveness.
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

2 He called a little child over and stood the child in the middle of them, 3 and said, “Amen, I tell you: unless you turn around and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 So whoever humbles himself like this child — that’s the one who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.

6 “But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck and be drowned out in the deep sea.[1] 7 How terrible for the world because of the things that make people stumble! Such things have to come, but how terrible for the person through whom the stumbling comes.

8 “If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It’s better for you to enter life crippled or lame than to be thrown into the eternal fire with two hands or two feet. 9 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away. It’s better for you to enter life with one eye than to be thrown into the Gehenna of fire with both eyes.[2]

10 “See that you don’t look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you, their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them wanders off, won’t he leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go search for the one that’s wandering? 13 And if he happens to find it, amen, I tell you, he rejoices over that one more than over the ninety-nine that never wandered off. 14 In the same way, it’s not the will of your Father in heaven that even one of these little ones should be lost.

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and point out his fault, just between the two of you alone. If he listens to you, you’ve won your brother back. 16 But if he won’t listen, take one or two others along with you, so that every matter may be settled by the word of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the assembly. And if he refuses to listen even to the assembly, treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.[3]

18 “Amen, I tell you: whatever you tie up on earth will be tied up in heaven, and whatever you untie on earth will be untied in heaven.

19 “Again, amen, I tell you: if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, I am there among them.”

21 Then Peter came up to him and said, “Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “I don’t tell you up to seven times, but up to seventy-seven times.[4]

23 “That’s why the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 As he began the settling, a man was brought to him who owed ten thousand talents.[5] 25 Since he couldn’t pay, his master ordered that he be sold — along with his wife and children and everything he had — so payment could be made.

26 “The slave fell down and bowed low before him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I’ll pay you everything.’ 27 The master of that slave was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.

28 “But that same slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began choking him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’[6]

29 “His fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Be patient with me, and I’ll pay you back.’ 30 But he refused. Instead, he went and had him thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.

31 “When the other slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply upset. They went and told their master everything that had happened.

32 “Then his master called him in and said, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow slave, just as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in his anger, his master handed him over to the jailers until he could pay back everything he owed.

35 “That’s how my heavenly Father will treat each of you, unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”

1The Greek is literally a “donkey’s millstone” (μύλος ὀνικός) — the large upper grinding stone turned by a draft animal, not the small hand-stone a household used. Such a stone could weigh a hundred pounds or more.

2“Gehenna” comes from the Valley of Hinnom, a ravine just outside Jerusalem. Hebrew scripture remembered it as the site of Topheth, where children had been burned in sacrifice, and it became a byword for fiery judgment. Our translations often render the word simply as “hell,” but it names a real, notorious valley just outside the city.

3Tax collectors gathered money for the Roman occupation and were widely despised as traitors and cheats; rabbinic tradition held they could not even serve as trustworthy witnesses in court. Grouping them with “a Gentile” names the two categories a devout Jew would treat as outsiders. Matthew, to whom this Gospel is traditionally attributed, was himself a tax collector.

4The Greek phrase echoes Genesis 4:24, where Lamech boasts, “If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times” — a vow of runaway revenge.

5A single talent was worth roughly twenty years’ wages for a laborer, so ten thousand talents runs to something like two hundred thousand years of work. The wording pairs the largest Greek number-word (a “myriad”) with the largest unit of currency.

6A denarius was about one day’s pay, so this second debt is roughly a hundred days’ wages. The first debt was on the order of six hundred thousand times larger.


Matthew · Chapter 19
Teaching on Divorce, Children, and the Rich Young Man
What does it cost to follow Jesus into the kingdom?
When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea beyond the Jordan.[1] 2 Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.

3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?”[2]

4 He answered, “Haven’t you read that the one who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command a man to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?”[3]

8 He said to them, “Moses allowed you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not that way from the beginning. 9 And I tell you, whoever divorces his wife — except for forbidden sex — and marries another woman commits adultery. And the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”

10 His disciples said to him, “If that’s how it stands between a husband and wife, it’s better not to marry.”

11 But he said to them, “Not everyone can accept this teaching — only those to whom it is given. 12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother’s womb, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who can accept this accept it.”[4]

13 Then people brought little children to him so that he might lay his hands on them and pray. But the disciples rebuked them. 14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and don’t stop them — the kingdom of heaven belongs to ones like these.” 15 And after he laid his hands on them, he went on from there.

16 Now a man came up to him and said, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to have eternal life?”

17 Jesus said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. But if you want to enter life, keep the commandments.”

18 “Which ones?” the man asked.

Jesus said, “You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not give false testimony. 19 Honor your father and mother. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

20 The young man said to him, “I have kept all of these. What do I still lack?”

21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be complete, go sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

22 But when the young man heard this, he went away upset, because he had many possessions.

23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Amen, I tell you, it is hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”[5]

25 When the disciples heard this, they were utterly astonished and said, “Then who can be saved?”

26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

27 Then Peter answered him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?”

28 Jesus said to them, “Amen, I tell you, in the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.[6] 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

1“Beyond the Jordan” points to Perea, the strip of land east of the Jordan River. In Jesus’ day it was not part of Judea proper but was governed by Herod Antipas, the same ruler who executed John the Baptist. It was a common route for Galilean pilgrims heading south, letting travelers skirt Samaria.

2The phrasing echoes a live dispute among the rabbis. The school of Hillel held that a man could divorce his wife for almost anything, even spoiling a meal, while the stricter school of Shammai limited it to sexual misconduct.

3This refers to the written document Jewish law required a husband to give his wife to end a marriage, later known as a get. Written on the husband’s instruction, its core declared the woman free to remarry. Its purpose was in part to protect the woman, giving her legal proof that she was no longer bound.

4One Greek root runs through the whole verse: the noun eunouchos — which English took over, through Latin, as “eunuch” — and the verb built from it, eunouchizō, “to make a eunuch of.” The noun heads all three clauses; the second and third add the verb. The word is usually derived from eunē, “bed,” and echein, “to keep,” and it named a position as much as a bodily condition: castrated men served as court officials, guards, and household stewards across the ancient Near East. Greek had blunter words for the act itself — Paul uses one at Galatians 5:12 — and none of them appears here. The verb used here occurs nowhere else in the New Testament.

5A popular explanation claims “the eye of the needle” was a low gate in Jerusalem that a camel could squeeze through only by kneeling. There is no historical evidence such a gate existed; the idea appears only in medieval commentary. A camel was the largest animal in common use in the region; a needle’s eye, among the smallest openings in daily life.

6The Greek word here is palingenesia, meaning a rebirth or making-new. Stoic philosophers used the same term for the periodic re-creation of the whole cosmos, so it carried a sweeping sense of the world being remade rather than merely repaired. The only other place it appears in the New Testament describes personal spiritual renewal.


Matthew · Chapter 20
Workers in the Vineyard and a Mother’s Request
The kingdom turns the world’s order upside down, and greatness comes through serving.
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed with the workers on a denarius for the day, and sent them into his vineyard.[1]

3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing around in the marketplace with nothing to do.[2] 4 He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and I’ll pay you whatever is fair.’ 5 So they went. He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing.

6 “Then about five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day with nothing to do?’ 7 They said, ‘Because nobody hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’

8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last ones hired and going back to the first.’ 9 The ones hired around five in the afternoon came, and each received a denarius. 10 So when the first ones came, they thought they would get more. But they also received a denarius each. 11 When they took it, they grumbled against the landowner. 12 ‘These last ones worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you’ve made them equal to us — we who carried the heavy load and the scorching heat all day.’

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I’m not cheating you. Didn’t you agree with me on a denarius? 14 Take what’s yours and go. I want to give this last man the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with what belongs to me? Or are you giving me the evil eye because I am generous?’[3]

16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

17 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by themselves and said to them on the way, 18 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and scribes. They will condemn him to death 19 and hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked, flogged, and crucified — and on the third day he will be raised.”

20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons. She knelt before him, wanting to ask something. 21 “What do you want?” he said to her. She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.”

22 Jesus answered, “You don’t know what you’re asking. Can you drink the cup I am about to drink?” They said to him, “We can.”[4] 23 He said to them, “You will drink my cup. But to sit at my right hand and my left — that is not mine to give. It belongs to those my Father has prepared it for.”

24 When the other ten heard this, they were angry with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones throw their weight around. 26 It won’t be that way among you. Whoever wants to become great among you will be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you will be your slave — 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”[5]

29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 Two blind men were sitting beside the road. When they heard that Jesus was passing by, they shouted, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”[6] 31 The crowd warned them sharply to be quiet, but they shouted even louder, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”

32 Jesus stopped, called them over, and said, “What do you want me to do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” 34 Jesus was moved with compassion. He touched their eyes, and right away they could see. And they followed him.

1A denarius was the standard daily wage for an ordinary laborer in this period — enough to feed a family for a day.

2The Greek counts hours from sunrise, not from midnight: the “third hour” is roughly 9 a.m., the “sixth” is noon, the “ninth” is 3 p.m., and the “eleventh” is about 5 p.m. We’ve translated these into clock time so the stages of the workday are clear.

3The Greek reads literally, “Is your eye evil because I am good?” Across the ancient Mediterranean the “evil eye” named the hostile, envious look thought to bring harm.

4In the Hebrew scriptures “the cup” is a stock image for a fate one is handed to drink down — often God’s judgment or a portion of suffering (as in Isaiah 51:17 and Jeremiah 25:15–16).

5The Greek word behind “ransom,” lytron, was the price paid to set a captive or slave free. It belongs to the world of commerce and liberation — a payment that buys someone out of bondage.

6“Son of David” was a charged title: it named the long-awaited descendant of King David whom many first-century Jews expected to rule Israel and reign forever, fulfilling God’s promise to David.


Matthew · Chapter 21
The King Enters Jerusalem and Cleanses the Temple
Jesus rides in as king, drives out the merchants, and faces the leaders head-on.
As they came near Jerusalem and reached Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples on ahead. 2 He told them, “Go into the village right in front of you. You’ll find a donkey tied there at once, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, tell them, ‘The Master needs them,’ and he’ll send them right away.”

4 This happened to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion: Look — your king is coming to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.”

6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus had told them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A huge crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds walking ahead of him and those following behind kept shouting:

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”[1]

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken. “Who is this?” they asked.

11 The crowds answered, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.”

12 Jesus went into the temple and drove out everyone who was buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those selling doves.[2] 13 He said to them, “It is written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer.’ But you are making it a hideout for bandits.”[3]

14 Blind and lame people came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the amazing things he did, and the children shouting in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were furious. 16 They said to him, “Do you hear what these children are saying?”

Jesus answered, “Yes. Have you never read: ‘Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?”[4]

17 Then he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and he spent the night there.

18 Early in the morning, as he was heading back to the city, he was hungry. 19 He saw a fig tree by the road and went up to it, but found nothing on it except leaves. He said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again.” And the fig tree withered at once.

20 When the disciples saw it, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so fast?” they asked.

21 Jesus answered them, “Amen, I tell you: if you have faith and don’t waver, you’ll not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 22 And whatever you ask for in prayer, believing, you will receive.”

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him while he was teaching. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they demanded. “And who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered them, “I’ll ask you one question too. If you answer me, then I’ll tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Where did John’s baptism come from — from heaven or from men?”

They talked it over among themselves: “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he’ll say to us, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we’re afraid of the crowd, because they all consider John a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”

He said to them, “Then I’m not telling you by what authority I do these things either.”

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first one and said, ‘Son, go work in the vineyard today.’ 29 The son answered, ‘I won’t go.’ But later he changed his mind and went. 30 Then the father went to the second son and said the same thing. That son answered, ‘Yes, sir,’ but he didn’t go. 31 Which of the two did what the father wanted?”

They said, “The first one.”

Jesus said to them, “Amen, I tell you: the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 John came to you showing the way of right living, and you didn’t believe him. But the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even after you saw that, you didn’t change your minds later and believe him.”

33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a tower. Then he rented it out to tenant farmers and went away on a journey. 34 When harvest time drew near, he sent his slaves to the farmers to collect his fruit. 35 But the farmers seized his slaves — they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 He sent other slaves, more than the first group, and the farmers treated them the same way. 37 Finally he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.

38 “But when the farmers saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come on, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they grabbed him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.

40 “Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those farmers?”

41 They answered, “He’ll destroy those evil men — a miserable death — and rent the vineyard out to other farmers who will give him the fruit at harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?[5]

43 “That’s why I’m telling you: the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Whoever falls on this stone will be broken to pieces. And whoever it falls on — it will crush him.”

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowds, because the people held him as a prophet.

1The word began as a plea — Hebrew and Aramaic for roughly “Save, please!” — a cry for rescue directed to God. By the first century it had also become a shout of praise and confident welcome.

2The Temple tax had to be paid in a specific currency — the Tyrian shekel — so pilgrims arriving with ordinary Roman or local coins needed to exchange them first. The money-changers set up in the Temple courts to handle this, taking a fee.

3Jesus is quoting Jeremiah 7:11, where the prophet stood in this same Temple and accused worshippers of treating it as a robbers’ den — going through the motions of worship while living unjustly. In Jeremiah the charge came with a warning that the Temple would be destroyed.

4The line comes from Psalm 8, where the praise pouring from children’s mouths is praise of God.

5Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22-23. In building, the key stone that anchors a wall or arch was chosen with care; in the psalm a stone the builders threw aside becomes the one everything rests on.


Matthew · Chapter 22
A King’s Wedding Feast and Three Hard Questions
Jesus tells a parable, then faces traps about taxes, the resurrection, and the greatest command.
Jesus spoke to them again in parables. He said: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding feast for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding, but they refused to come.

4 “He sent other slaves and said, ‘Tell those who were invited: Look, I’ve prepared my dinner. My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding.’

5 “But they paid no attention and went off — one to his own field, another to his business. 6 The rest grabbed his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was furious. He sent his soldiers and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.

8 “Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited weren’t worthy. 9 So go out to the street corners and invite everyone you find to the wedding.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered everyone they found — both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who wasn’t wearing wedding clothes. 12 He said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man had nothing to say.

13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie his hands and feet and throw him out into the outer darkness, where there will be sobbing and grinding of teeth.’

14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. They said, “Teacher, we know you’re honest. You teach the way of God truthfully and you don’t care what anyone thinks, because you don’t look at a person’s status.[1] 17 So tell us what you think: Is it lawful to pay the tax to Caesar or not?”[2]

18 But Jesus knew their malice and said, “Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” They brought him a denarius. 20 He said to them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”

21 “Caesar’s,” they said.

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God.”

22 When they heard this, they were amazed. And they left him and went away.

23 That same day some Sadducees came to him — the ones who say there is no resurrection — and they questioned him: 24 “Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for him. 25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no offspring, he left his wife to his brother. 26 The same thing happened with the second and the third, right down to the seventh. 27 Last of all, the woman died. 28 So in the resurrection, whose wife will she be out of the seven? They all had her.”

29 Jesus answered them, “You’re mistaken, because you don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30 In the resurrection people don’t marry, nor are they given in marriage. They are like the angels of God in heaven. 31 And about the resurrection of the dead — haven’t you read what God said to you? 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”

33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching.

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 One of them, a legal expert, tested him with a question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?”

37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’[3] 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

41 While the Pharisees were still gathered, Jesus asked them, 42 “What do you think about the Anointed One? Whose son is he?”

“David’s,” they said.

43 He said to them, “How then does David, speaking by the Spirit, call him Lord? He says:

44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.’[4]

45 If David calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”

46 No one could answer him a word. And from that day on, no one dared to question him anymore.

1The Herodians were backers of Herod’s ruling family and, with it, of accommodation to Rome. The Pharisees, by contrast, resented foreign rule and the compromises it required.

2The question turns on the Roman poll tax (tributum capitis), a head tax tied to the census of subject peoples. It was a raw nerve in Judea: the census and tax of AD 6 had triggered a revolt, and to many the payment felt like an admission that they belonged to Caesar rather than to God alone.

3Jesus is quoting Deuteronomy 6:5, part of the passage Jews call the Shema (from its opening word, “Hear”). It was — and is — recited daily as the central declaration of Israel’s faith.

4The quotation is Psalm 110:1. In the original Hebrew the two “Lords” are different words: the LORD (God’s name) speaks to “my lord,” a term for a human master or king.


Matthew · Chapter 23
Jesus Confronts the Scribes and Pharisees
Jesus exposes the hypocrisy of the religious leaders and mourns over Jerusalem.
Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples. 2 He said, “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in Moses’ chair.[1] 3 So whatever they tell you, do it and keep it — but do not follow their actions, because they talk but they don’t do. 4 They tie up heavy loads, hard to carry, and pile them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves won’t lift a finger to move them. 5 Everything they do is done to be seen by others. They make their prayer boxes wide and their tassels long.[2] 6 They love the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, 7 and greetings in the marketplaces, and having people call them ‘Rabbi.’

8 “But you — don’t let yourselves be called ‘Rabbi,’ because you have one teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And don’t call anyone on earth your ‘father,’ because you have one Father — the one in heaven. 10 And don’t be called ‘leaders,’ because you have one leader — the Anointed One. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 Whoever lifts himself up will be brought low, and whoever lowers himself will be lifted up.

13 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You don’t go in yourselves, and you won’t let those who are trying to enter go in.

15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel across sea and land to make a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of Gehenna as you are.[3]

16 “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If someone swears by the temple, it means nothing — but if someone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound.’ 17 You fools — blind ones! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold holy? 18 And you say, ‘If someone swears by the altar, it means nothing — but if someone swears by the gift on it, he is bound.’ 19 Blind ones! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift holy? 20 So the one who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And the one who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22 And the one who swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by the one who sits on it.

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You tithe mint and dill and cumin, but you have neglected the weightier matters of the law — justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you should have done, without neglecting the others. 24 Blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.[4]

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the dish, so that the outside may become clean as well.

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs — they look beautiful on the outside, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and every kind of filth.[5] 28 In the same way, on the outside you look upright to people, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of those who did right, 30 and you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have joined them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 So you testify against yourselves that you are the sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Go ahead then — fill up the measure of your fathers! 33 You snakes, you nest of vipers! How will you escape the judgment of Gehenna?

34 “Look — because of this, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes. Some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will flog in your synagogues and chase from city to city. 35 And so upon you will come all the innocent blood shed on the earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.[6] 36 Amen, I tell you, all this will come upon this generation.

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem — you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings — and you would not. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me from now on until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”

1Some ancient synagogues had a carved stone seat, reserved for the elder who taught and rendered judgments, that came to be called the “seat of Moses.” One such chair was uncovered in the ruins of the synagogue at Chorazin in Galilee.

2The Greek word is phylakteria — literally “safeguards,” a word used for protective charms. It points to what Jews call tefillin: small leather cases holding tiny parchment scrolls of scripture, strapped to the forehead and arm for prayer.

3“Gehenna” comes from the Valley of Hinnom, a ravine just outside Jerusalem remembered as a place where children had once been sacrificed. Over time its evil reputation made its name a byword for final judgment; a “son of Gehenna” is someone bound for that fate.

4Careful Jews would pour wine through cloth to catch tiny insects, since swallowing an unclean creature meant ritual defilement.

5Graves in Judea were coated with whitewash to make them stand out, so passersby would not touch them and become ritually unclean — contact with a corpse was defiling.

6The Zechariah remembered as murdered “between the temple and the altar” is the priest of 2 Chronicles 24, stoned in the temple court on the orders of King Joash — but that Zechariah was the son of Jehoiada, not Barachiah. The name given here matches instead the later prophet of the book of Zechariah, and readers have long debated whether the two were merged. Abel is the first murder in Genesis; Chronicles, where that Zechariah is killed, stands last in the traditional Hebrew ordering of the scriptures.


Matthew · Chapter 24
Jesus Speaks of the Temple’s Destruction and the End of the Age
What will happen before the end, and how to stay faithful.
Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to him. 2 “Do you see all these?” he answered. “Amen, I tell you: not one stone here will be left on another. Every one will be thrown down.”

3 Later, as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?”

4 Jesus answered them: “Watch out that no one leads you astray. 5 Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Anointed One,’ and they will lead many astray. 6 You’re going to hear of wars and rumors of wars. Don’t be alarmed. These things have to happen, but the end is not yet. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All this is just the beginning of the birth pains.

9 “Then they will hand you over to trouble and will kill you. You will be hated by all the nations because of my name. 10 At that time many will fall away. They will hand one another over and hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will rise up and lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness will spread, the love of most people will grow cold. 13 But the one who holds on to the end will be saved. 14 And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in the whole inhabited world as a witness to all the nations — and then the end will come.

15 “So when you see the abomination that brings desolation, spoken of through the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place” — let the reader understand —[1] 16 “then those in Judea must run for the mountains. 17 The one on the rooftop must not go down to get anything out of the house.[2] 18 The one in the field must not turn back to grab a coat. 19 How terrible it will be for pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days! 20 Pray that your flight won’t happen in winter or on a Sabbath.[3] 21 For at that time there will be great trouble — the kind that hasn’t happened from the beginning of the world until now, and never will again. 22 And if those days hadn’t been cut short, no one would survive. But for the sake of the chosen ones, those days will be cut short.

23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Anointed One!’ or ‘There he is!’ — don’t believe it. 24 False anointed ones and false prophets will rise up and will perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray — if that were possible — even the chosen ones. 25 Look, I’ve told you ahead of time.

26 “So if they say to you, ‘Look, he’s out in the desert,’ don’t go out. Or, ‘Look, he’s in the inner rooms,’ don’t believe it. 27 Because just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes as far as the west, that’s how the coming of the Son of Man will be. 28 Wherever the carcass is, that’s where the vultures will gather.[4]

29 “Right after the trouble of those days,

the sun will go dark, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky. Then all the tribes of the earth will beat their chests in grief, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 31 He will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his chosen ones from the four winds — from one end of the heavens to the other.

32 “Learn this lesson from the fig tree: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 In the same way, when you see all these things, you know that he is near — right at the door. 34 Amen, I tell you: this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things happen.[5] 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

36 “But about that day and hour, no one knows — not the angels of heaven, not even the Son — only the Father alone. 37 Because just as the days of Noah were, so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 In those days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, right up until the day Noah entered the ark. 39 And they didn’t know anything was coming until the flood came and swept them all away. That’s how the coming of the Son of Man will be.

40 “At that time, two men will be in the field — one is taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill — one is taken and the other left.

42 “So stay awake, because you don’t know what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the homeowner had known what time of night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and wouldn’t have let his house be broken into. 44 For this reason, you also must be ready — because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you don’t expect.

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise slave, the one the master has put in charge of his household to give them their food at the right time? 46 How good it will be for that slave when his master comes and finds him doing just that. 47 Amen, I tell you: he will put him in charge of everything he owns.

48 “But suppose that slave is wicked and says in his heart, ‘My master is taking a long time,’ 49 and he starts beating his fellow slaves and eating and drinking with the drunkards. 50 The master of that slave will come on a day he doesn’t expect and at an hour he doesn’t know. 51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites — where there will be sobbing and grinding of teeth.”

1The phrase comes from the book of Daniel (9:27; also 11:31 and 12:11), where it names the desecration of the Jerusalem temple — historically linked to the Greek king Antiochus IV, who in 167 BCE set up a pagan altar and sacrifice in the sanctuary.

2Judean houses had flat roofs — built of beams, branches, reeds, and packed earth — reached by a staircase on the outside of the house, and used for sleeping and gathering.

3Jewish law limited Sabbath travel to a “Sabbath day’s journey” — about 2,000 cubits, just over half a mile — beyond which movement was forbidden.

4The Greek word here, aetoi, can mean either “eagles” or “vultures.” The scavenging image — birds circling a carcass — fits vultures, which feed on carrion, better than eagles, so many translators render it “vultures.”

5The Greek word genea normally means “generation” — the people alive at one time — which points to a near horizon. It can also carry the sense of “kind” or “breed” of people. Both readings are open.


Matthew · Chapter 25
Three Parables of Readiness and Judgment
The kingdom comes with a reckoning no one can afford to ignore.
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten young women who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.[1] 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but brought no extra oil with them. 4 The wise ones, though, took jars of oil along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time coming, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep.

6 “At midnight a shout rang out: ‘Look, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 All the young women got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil — our lamps are going out.’

9 “But the wise ones answered, ‘No. There won’t be enough for both us and you. Go to the sellers instead and buy some for yourselves.’

10 “While they were off buying, the bridegroom arrived. The ones who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was shut. 11 Later the rest of the young women came and said, ‘Sir, sir, open the door for us.’

12 “But he answered, ‘Amen, I tell you, I don’t know you.’

13 “So stay awake, because you don’t know the day or the hour.

14 “It’s like a man going on a journey. He called his own slaves together and handed his property over to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one — each according to his own ability. Then he left on his journey.[2] 16 The one who had received the five talents went right to work with them and earned five more. 17 In the same way, the one with two earned two more. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master’s money.

19 “After a long time the master of those slaves returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The one who had received five talents came forward and brought the other five talents. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you handed me five talents. Look — I’ve earned five more.’

21 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You’ve been faithful with a few things. I’ll put you in charge of many things. Come share your master’s joy.’

22 “The one with two talents also came forward and said, ‘Master, you handed me two talents. Look — I’ve earned two more.’

23 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You’ve been faithful with a few things. I’ll put you in charge of many things. Come share your master’s joy.’

24 “Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a hard man — harvesting where you didn’t plant and gathering where you didn’t scatter seed. 25 I was afraid, so I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here — you have what belongs to you.’

26 “His master answered him, ‘You wicked, lazy servant. You knew, did you, that I harvest where I didn’t plant and gather where I didn’t scatter seed? 27 Then you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received what was mine — with interest.[3] 28 Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has, more will be given, and they’ll have more than enough. But from the one who doesn’t have, even what they do have will be taken away. 30 And throw that worthless slave out into the darkness outside, where there will be sobbing and grinding of teeth.’

• • •

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people from one another the way a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.[4] 33 He’ll put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

34 “Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father — inherit the kingdom prepared for you since the world was made. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me in. 36 I was naked and you clothed me. I was sick and you looked after me. I was in prison and you came to me.’

37 “Then those who did right will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you in, or naked and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and come to you?’

40 “And the king will answer them, ‘Amen, I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Go away from me, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink. 43 I was a stranger and you didn’t welcome me in — naked and you didn’t clothe me — sick and in prison and you didn’t look after me.’

44 “Then they too will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and didn’t help you?’

45 “Then he will answer them, ‘Amen, I tell you, whatever you didn’t do for one of the least of these, you didn’t do for me.’

46 “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but those who did right into eternal life.”[5]

1In a first-century wedding, the celebration centered on a procession that brought the couple to the groom’s house, and it commonly happened after dark — which is why attendants carried lamps to light the way.

2A talent was originally a unit of weight — roughly 75 pounds of silver — and as money it stood for an enormous sum, by common estimates around twenty years’ wages for a day laborer.

3Jewish law drew a sharp line on interest: the Torah forbade a Jew to charge interest to a fellow Jew, though lending at interest to outsiders was allowed — so the expectation of a return “with interest” fits a world of money-changers and lenders where such gains were both common and legally fraught.

4Shepherds in this region often grazed sheep and goats together during the day but divided them at night, since the animals had different needs — goats tended to require shelter and warmth while the hardier sheep could stay in the open.

5The Greek adjective is aiōnios, built on aiōn, “age” or “era” — so it carries the sense of belonging to the age to come as much as of unending duration. Note that the same single word is applied here to both the punishment and the life: whatever it means in one half of the sentence, it means in the other.


Matthew · Chapter 26
The Plot to Kill Jesus and the Last Supper
A plot, anointing, a final meal, and the shepherd struck down.
When Jesus had finished all these words, he said to his disciples, 2 “You know that in two days the Passover comes, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the courtyard of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas,[1] 4 and they plotted together to seize Jesus by trickery and kill him. 5 But they said, “Not during the feast, so there won’t be a riot among the people.”

6 Now while Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up to him holding an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at the table.[2] 8 When the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, “Why this waste? 9 This could have been sold for a lot and given to the poor.”

10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you giving this woman a hard time? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 You will always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12 By pouring this perfume on my body, she has prepared me for burial. 13 Amen, I tell you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”

14 Then one of the Twelve, the one called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you give me if I hand him over to you?” They weighed out thirty silver coins for him.[3] 16 And from that moment he looked for a good chance to hand him over.

17 On the first day of the Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Where do you want us to get things ready for you to eat the Passover?”

18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The teacher says: My time is near. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19 The disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.

20 When evening came, he was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And as they were eating, he said, “Amen, I tell you, one of you will hand me over.”

22 Deeply upset, they began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?”

23 He answered, “The one who dipped his hand with me in the bowl — that’s the one who will hand me over. 24 The Son of Man goes just as it is written about him, but how terrible for that man by whom the Son of Man is handed over. It would have been better for that man if he had never been born.”

25 Then Judas, the one who was handing him over, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?”

Jesus said to him, “You have said it.”

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat. This is my body.”

27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is my blood of the binding promise, poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.[4] 29 I tell you, I will not drink again from this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

30 And after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will fall away because of me this night, for it is written:

‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’

32 But after I am raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

33 Peter answered him, “Even if everyone falls away because of you, I will never fall away.”

34 Jesus said to him, “Amen, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.”

35 Peter said to him, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you.” And all the disciples said the same.

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”[5] 37 And taking Peter and the two sons of Zebedee with him, he began to be upset and in deep distress. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is crushed, to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”

39 Going a little farther, he fell on his face and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I want, but as you want.”

40 He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “So, you couldn’t keep watch with me for one hour? 41 Keep watch and pray so that you won’t enter into testing. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42 Again, a second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, let your will be done.”

43 And he came again and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 He left them and went away again and prayed a third time, saying the same words once more.

45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come near, and the Son of Man is being handed over into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let’s go. Look, the one handing me over is near.”

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived, and with him a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 48 Now the one handing him over had given them a sign, saying, “The one I kiss — that’s him. Seize him.” 49 And right away he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.

50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came for.”

Then they stepped forward, laid hands on Jesus, and seized him. 51 And look — one of those with Jesus reached out his hand, drew his sword, and struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his ear.

52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back in its place. All who take up the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he would send me more than twelve legions of angels right now?[6] 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen this way?”

55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as if I were a bandit? Every day I sat in the temple teaching, and you didn’t seize me. 56 But all this has happened so that the writings of the prophets would be fulfilled.”

Then all the disciples left him and ran.

57 Those who had seized Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He went inside and sat down with the guards to see how it would end.

59 The chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so they could put him to death, 60 but they found none, even though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward 61 and said, “This man said, ‘I can destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”

62 The high priest stood up and said to him, “Do you answer nothing? What is it these men are testifying against you?” 63 But Jesus kept silent.

The high priest said to him, “I put you under oath by the living God: tell us if you are the Anointed One, the Son of God.”

64 Jesus said to him, “You have said it. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”[7]

65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you think?”

They answered, “He deserves death.”

67 Then they spat in his face and beat him with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Anointed One — who hit you?”

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came up to him and said, “You were with Jesus the Galilean too.”

70 But he denied it in front of everyone: “I don’t know what you’re talking about.”

71 When he went out to the gateway, another girl saw him and said to those there, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”

72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I don’t know the man.”

73 A little later, the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “You really are one of them — your accent gives you away.”

74 Then he began to curse and swear: “I don’t know the man!”

And right away a rooster crowed. 75 Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went outside and sobbed bitterly.

1Joseph Caiaphas held the high priesthood for an unusually long stretch, roughly 18 to 36 AD, which meant his tenure overlapped almost entirely with that of the Roman prefect Pontius Pilate.

2The Greek calls the perfume “costly” (barytimou), and John’s version prices a comparable jar at 300 denarii — close to a year’s pay for a day laborer.

3The coins were most likely Tyrian shekels, the currency accepted for temple payments. A Tyrian shekel was worth about four denarii, and a denarius was a day’s wage, so thirty of them came to roughly four months’ pay for an ordinary laborer. The figure also echoes Zechariah 11:12, where thirty pieces of silver are the price paid to a rejected shepherd.

4The Greek is diathēkē. The phrase quotes Exodus 24:8, where Moses throws blood on the people and says, “This is the blood of the agreement the LORD has made with you.” Greek had a word for a bargain struck between equals — synthēkē — and the translators of the Hebrew scriptures pointedly did not use it. A diathēkē is one-sided, closer to a will: its terms are set by the one who makes it.

5The name comes from the Hebrew for “oil press” (gat shemanim), fitting for a spot at the foot of the Mount of Olives, whose slopes were covered in olive groves.

6A Roman legion at full strength numbered somewhere between five and six thousand men, so “more than twelve legions” would be an army of over sixty thousand.

7Jesus stitches together two lines of scripture: sitting “at the right hand” from Psalm 110:1, and the figure “coming on the clouds of heaven” from Daniel 7:13, where one “like a son of man” is given everlasting dominion.


Matthew · Chapter 27
Jesus Is Handed Over to Pilate, and Judas Hangs Himself
The religious leaders deliver Jesus to the Roman governor, and Judas takes his own life.
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people made a plan against Jesus to put him to death. 2 They tied him up, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor.

3 Then Judas, the one who had handed him over, saw that Jesus had been condemned. He was filled with regret and brought the thirty silver coins back to the chief priests and elders. 4 “I sinned when I handed over innocent blood,” he said.

“What is that to us?” they said. “That’s your problem.”

5 He threw the silver coins into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.

6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It’s not lawful to put this into the temple treasury, since it’s blood money.” 7 So they made a plan and used the money to buy the Potter’s Field as a burial place for foreigners. 8 That is why that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “And they took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the sons of Israel — the price they had put on him —[1] 10 and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.”

11 Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned him. “Are you the king of the Jews?” he asked.

“You say so,” Jesus replied.

12 But when the chief priests and elders accused him, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear how many things they’re testifying against you?” 14 But Jesus did not answer him — not even a single word — so that the governor was greatly amazed.

15 Now at the festival the governor customarily released one prisoner to the crowd, whomever they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner named Jesus Barabbas.[2] 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Which one do you want me to release to you — Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Anointed One?” 18 He knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over.

19 While Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message: “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered terribly today in a dream because of him.”

20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor answered them, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?”

“Barabbas,” they said.

22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Anointed One?”

They all said, “Let him be crucified!”

23 He said, “Why? What evil has he done?”

But they shouted all the louder, “Let him be crucified!”

24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere and that a riot was starting instead, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “You see to it.”[3]

25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!”

26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and then handed him over to be crucified.

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him. 29 They twisted together a crown of thorns and placed it on his head, and put a reed in his right hand. Then they knelt down in front of him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 30 They spat on him, took the reed, and beat him on the head with it. 31 After they had finished mocking him, they took off the robe, put his own clothes back on him, and led him away to crucify him.

32 As they were going out, they found a man from Cyrene named Simon. They forced him to carry Jesus’s cross.[4]

33 They came to a place called Golgotha — which means “Place of the Skull” — 34 and they gave Jesus wine mixed with something bitter to drink. But after tasting it, he refused to drink it.[5]

35 When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37 Above his head they placed the written charge against him: “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

38 Two bandits were crucified with him at the same time, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days — save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross!”

41 In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes and elders, mocked him. They said, 42 “He saved others, but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel — let him come down now from the cross, and we’ll believe in him. 43 He trusted in God; let God rescue him now if he wants him. After all, he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 Even the bandits who were crucified with him taunted him the same way.

45 From noon until three in the afternoon, darkness came over the whole land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” — which means, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”

47 When some of those standing there heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with sour wine, put it on a reed, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 But the rest said, “Leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”

50 Then Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and released his spirit.

51 And look — the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks split apart. 52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the holy ones who had fallen asleep were raised. 53 After Jesus’s resurrection, they came out of the tombs, entered the holy city, and appeared to many people.

54 When the officer and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and everything that happened, they were terrified. “Truly this man was the Son of God!” they said.

55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee, serving him. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.

57 When evening came, a rich man from Arimathea arrived, named Joseph. He himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’s body. Then Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut out of the rock. Then he rolled a large stone across the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

62 The next day — that is, the day after Preparation Day — the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while that deceiver was still alive, he said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give the order to secure the tomb until the third day. Otherwise his disciples might come and steal the body and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead.’ Then this last deception would be worse than the first.”

65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard. Go, make it as secure as you know how.” 66 So they went and secured the tomb by sealing the stone and posting the guard.

1The quoted words about the thirty coins and the potter’s field match Zechariah 11:12-13 far more closely than anything in Jeremiah, and interpreters have puzzled over the attribution for centuries. Matthew may be weaving Zechariah together with Jeremiah’s imagery of a potter and of buying a field (Jeremiah 18-19, 32) and naming only the more prominent prophet. Ancient writers often cited a cluster of texts under one name.

2In Aramaic “Bar-abba” means “son of the father.” Some manuscripts — and Origen, writing in the third century — give the prisoner’s full name as “Jesus Barabbas,” the same first name as Jesus of Nazareth; the critical text this edition follows prints it.

3Washing the hands to disclaim guilt for a death was a Jewish gesture, not a Roman one: Deuteronomy 21:6-7 has the elders of a town wash their hands over an unsolved killing and declare, “Our hands did not shed this blood.”

4Cyrene was a Greek city in what is now Libya, and it had a large, long-established Jewish community; Cyrenian Jews were numerous enough in Jerusalem to have their own synagogue (Acts 6:9). Simon was likely one of the many diaspora pilgrims in the city for the festival.

5The Greek is cholē — bile, or anything bitter. The detail echoes Psalm 69:21, “they gave me gall for my food, and for my thirst gave me vinegar to drink.” A bitter drink offered to the condemned is often read as a dulling draught.


Matthew · Chapter 28
The Tomb Is Empty
He is not here — he has risen, just as he said.
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.

2 And look — there was a great earthquake. An angel of the Lord came down from heaven, went to the stone, rolled it away, and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards shook with fear at the sight of him and became like dead men.

5 The angel spoke to the women: “Don’t be afraid. I know you’re looking for Jesus, the one who was crucified. 6 He is not here — he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he was lying. 7 Now go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead, and look — he’s going ahead of you into Galilee. You will see him there.’ Listen, I’ve told you.”

8 So they hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And look — Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” They came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Go tell my brothers to leave for Galilee. They will see me there.”

11 While they were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened.[1] 12 After meeting with the elders and coming up with a plan, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers 13 and told them: “Say this — ‘His disciples came at night and stole the body while we were sleeping.’ 14 And if this reaches the governor’s ears, we’ll smooth things over with him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been spread among the Jews right up to this very day.[2]

16 The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him — but some hesitated, unsure.[3]

18 Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 So go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And look — I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”[4]

1The word behind “guards” is koustōdia (κουστωδία), a Latin loanword — custodia — carried over into Greek. The borrowed term points toward a Roman detachment rather than temple police, though the text alone doesn’t settle it. A Roman soldier who fell asleep on watch could face execution.

2The phrase “to this very day” (μέχρι τῆς σήμερον ἡμέρας) looks back across a stretch of time. Matthew makes a similar remark at 27:8.

3The Greek verb here, edistasan (ἐδίστασαν), comes from a root meaning to be pulled two ways — to waver or hesitate. It describes a divided mind rather than flat rejection, so “hesitated, unsure” catches it better than a blunt “doubted.” The same word appears when Peter falters on the water in Matthew 14.

4The Greek reads heōs tēs synteleias tou aiōnos — literally “until the consummation of the age.” It’s the language of Jewish apocalyptic hope: not simply the end of the world, but the completing of the present age before whatever God intends to follow. Matthew uses the same phrase when the disciples ask about the end in chapter 24.
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  Mark · Chapter 1
The Beginning of Jesus’s Work in Galilee
John the Baptizer prepares the way; Jesus is baptized, tested, and begins to call disciples and heal.
The beginning of the good news of Jesus, the Anointed One.

2 Just as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

“Look — I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;[1] 3 a voice of one shouting in the desert: ‘Get the Lord’s road ready, make his paths straight.’”

4 John came, baptizing in the desert and preaching a baptism of a changed heart for the forgiveness of sins. 5 All the Judean countryside and everyone from Jerusalem went out to him, and they were baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins openly. 6 John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He preached, saying, “Someone stronger than I am is coming after me — I’m not worthy to bend down and untie the strap of his sandals.[2] 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

9 It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Right away, as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens split open and the Spirit coming down on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from the heavens: “You are my Son, the one I love. In you I take delight.”

12 At once the Spirit drove him out into the desert. 13 He was in the desert forty days, being tested by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and the angels took care of him.[3]

14 After John was handed over, Jesus went into Galilee, preaching the good news of God 15 and saying, “The time has come. The kingdom of God has drawn near. Change your hearts and believe the good news.”

16 As he was walking along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Simon’s brother Andrew casting a net into the sea — they were fishermen. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come, follow me, and I’ll make you fishers of people.” 18 Right away they left their nets and followed him.

19 Going a little farther, he saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in their boat getting their nets ready. 20 Right away he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and went after him.

21 They went into Capernaum. As soon as the Sabbath came, Jesus entered the synagogue and began to teach.[4] 22 The people were stunned by his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority — not like the scribes.[5]

23 Just then, a man in their synagogue who had an unclean spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are — the Holy One of God!”

25 Jesus rebuked the spirit: “Be quiet! Come out of him.” 26 The unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions, gave a loud cry, and came out of him.

27 Everyone was so amazed that they started asking each other, “What is this? A new teaching — and with authority! He even gives orders to unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 And right away the news about him spread everywhere through the whole region of Galilee.

29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went to the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was lying in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her right away. 31 He went to her, took her by the hand, and helped her up. The fever left her, and she began to serve them.

32 That evening, when the sun had set, people brought to him everyone who was sick and everyone who was demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door. 34 He healed many who were sick with all kinds of diseases and drove out many demons. But he would not let the demons speak, because they knew who he was.

35 Very early the next morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went to a deserted place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and those with him went looking for him, 37 and when they found him, they said, “Everyone is looking for you.”

38 He said to them, “Let’s go somewhere else — to the nearby towns — so I can preach there too. That’s why I came out here.” 39 So he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.

40 A man with a skin disease came to him, begging on his knees and saying, “If you want to, you can make me clean.”

41 Moved with anger, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. “I do want to,” he said. “Be clean.”[6] 42 Right away the disease left him, and he was clean.

43 Jesus sent him away at once, giving him a stern warning: 44 “See that you don’t say anything to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded — as a witness to them.”

45 But the man went out and began to talk freely about it, spreading the news everywhere. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly. He stayed outside in deserted places, and people came to him from all directions.

1The quotation is two prophets stitched together: “I am sending my messenger” comes from Malachi 3:1, while “a voice shouting in the desert” comes from Isaiah 40:3. Naming only the more prominent source when blending quotations was a common Jewish practice. Later copyists changed the wording to the vaguer “in the prophets,” but the earliest manuscripts read “in Isaiah.”

2Removing a master’s sandals was among the lowliest chores in the household — so degrading that Jewish tradition held a Hebrew slave should not be made to do it, reserving it for non-Jewish servants.

3Mark alone includes this detail.

4Excavations show Capernaum was a modest fishing village of perhaps 1,500 people on the Sea of Galilee, with a working harbor. Beneath the later limestone synagogue tourists see today lies an earlier foundation of black basalt, dated by coins and pottery — likely the kind of building where Jesus would have taught.

5Scribes taught by citing the chain of earlier teachers, quoting one authority against another.

6The manuscripts split here. Some read “moved with compassion,” others “moved with anger” — a single-word difference in the Greek. The critical text this edition follows prints the anger reading.


Mark · Chapter 2
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man and Faces Questions About Forgiveness and the Sabbath
Jesus forgives sins, eats with outcasts, and redefines the Sabbath.
When Jesus came back to Capernaum a few days later, word got around that he was home. 2 So many people crowded in that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he was speaking the message to them.

3 Four men came carrying a paralyzed man, trying to bring him to Jesus. 4 But they couldn’t get near him because of the crowd, so they dug through the roof right above where Jesus was. When they had opened a hole, they lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.[1]

5 Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “Child, your sins are forgiven.”

6 Some of the scribes were sitting there, and they began to reason in their hearts: 7 “Why does this man talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins except God alone?”

8 Right away Jesus knew in his spirit what they were turning over in their minds. He said to them, “Why are you reasoning about these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier — to say to the paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, pick up your mat, and walk’? 10 But so you will know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” — he said to the paralyzed man — 11 “I tell you, get up, pick up your mat, and go home.”

12 The man got up, immediately picked up his mat, and walked out in front of everyone. They were all astonished and praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this.”

13 Jesus went out again beside the sea. The whole crowd came to him, and he taught them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him. And Levi got up and followed him.[2]

15 Later, Jesus was reclining at a meal in Levi’s house. Many tax collectors and sinners were eating with Jesus and his disciples — there were many of them, and they were following him. 16 When the scribes who were Pharisees saw him eating with sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

17 Jesus heard it and said to them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor — sick people do. I didn’t come to call those who already do right, but sinners.”

18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, “Why do John’s disciples and the Pharisees’ disciples fast, but your disciples don’t?”[3]

19 Jesus answered, “Can the wedding guests fast while the groom is with them? As long as they have the groom with them, they can’t fast. 20 But the days will come when the groom is taken away from them — then, on that day, they will fast.

21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth onto an old cloak. If they do, the new patch pulls away from the old fabric, and the tear gets worse. 22 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the skins are ruined. No — new wine goes into fresh wineskins.”[4]

23 One Sabbath, Jesus was walking through the grainfields, and as his disciples made their way along, they began to pluck heads of grain. 24 The Pharisees said to him, “Look — why are they doing what isn’t lawful on the Sabbath?”

25 He answered, “Haven’t you ever read what David did when he and his men were hungry and in need? 26 He went into the house of God — in the time of Abiathar the high priest — and ate the bread of the Presence, which only the priests are allowed to eat, and he gave some to his men too.”[5]

27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for people, not people for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

1Houses in Capernaum had flat roofs built from wooden beams laid with reeds and packed with thick mud mortar, then smoothed and dried. Such a roof was sturdy enough to walk, sleep, and store goods on, but the packed earth and thinner slabs could be scraped and pried open.

2A booth in a trade hub like Capernaum collected tolls and duties on goods moving through — payable in cash at gates, harbors, and roadside stations. Collectors worked the system for Roman-backed authorities, and their neighbors despised them as traitors, lumping them together with the openly disreputable.

3Beyond the fasts required of everyone, devout Jews often took on extra fasts as private acts of piety — a Pharisee in Luke 18:12 says he fasts twice a week, and the Didache names those days as Monday and Thursday (8:1).

4Wineskins were sewn from whole goat or lamb hides. A fresh skin could stretch as new wine kept fermenting and giving off gas, but a skin already stretched taut and gone brittle would split under the pressure — losing both the wine and the container.

5The episode Jesus cites is in 1 Samuel 21, where the priest who hands David the bread is named Ahimelech — Abiathar is his son, who becomes high priest later. The mismatch is old and much-discussed; some manuscripts of Mark drop the phrase, and translators have long puzzled over it.


Mark · Chapter 3
A Withered Hand, a Growing Storm, and a New Family
Jesus heals on the Sabbath, names twelve, and redefines family.
Jesus went into the synagogue again, and a man was there with a shriveled hand. 2 Some of them were watching Jesus closely to see if he would heal the man on the Sabbath, so they could bring charges against him. 3 He said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up here in front of everyone.”

4 Then he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent.

5 He looked around at them with anger, upset at the hardness of their hearts, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees went out and right away began plotting with the Herodians against him — how they might destroy him.[1]

7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples toward the sea, and a huge crowd from Galilee followed. Also from Judea, 8 Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan, and the region around Tyre and Sidon — a huge crowd came to him when they heard about everything he was doing.[2] 9 He told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him because of the crowd, so they wouldn’t crush him. 10 He had healed many, so that all who had diseases were pressing in on him just to touch him. 11 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God!” 12 But he warned them sharply not to make him known.

13 He went up on the mountain and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve — so they could be with him, and so he could send them out to preach 15 and to have authority to drive out demons. 16 He appointed the Twelve: Simon (he gave him the name Peter), 17 James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (he gave them the name Boanerges, which means “Sons of Thunder”),[3] 18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot,[4] 19 and Judas Iscariot, who later handed him over.

20 Then he went into a house, and the crowd gathered again, so that they couldn’t even eat a meal. 21 When his family heard about this, they went out to seize him, because they were saying, “He’s out of his mind.”

22 The scribes who had come down from Jerusalem were saying, “He has Beelzebul,” and, “He drives out demons by the ruler of the demons.”[5]

23 So he called them over and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a household is divided against itself, that household cannot stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand — he’s finished. 27 No one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can plunder his house.

28 “Amen, I tell you, people will be forgiven all their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter. 29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” 30 He said this because they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31 Then his mother and his brothers arrived. They stood outside and sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Look, your mother and your brothers are outside asking for you.”

33 He answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 He looked around at those sitting in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 35 Whoever does the will of God — that person is my brother and sister and mother.”

1The Herodians weren’t a religious sect but a political faction loyal to the interests of Herod’s ruling family, which meant accommodating Roman power. The Pharisees, who resented such compromise, were normally at odds with them.

2Idumea was the old territory of Edom, bordering Judea to the south. By Jesus’ time its population was largely Jewish, the result of forced conversions under the Hasmonean ruler John Hyrcanus in the late second century BC — the same background that made Herod the Great, an Idumean, suspect in the eyes of many Jews.

3Mark gives the nickname in Aramaic and then translates it, as he does elsewhere. But the underlying Aramaic is genuinely puzzling: scholars can’t fully reconstruct a phrase that yields both the spelling “Boanerges” and the sense “sons of thunder.” One proposal traces it to words meaning “sons of rage” or commotion — so the traditional “thunder” may capture the temperament more than the literal roots.

4The Greek here actually reads “the Cananaean,” from an Aramaic word for “zealous one,” which is why translators render it “the Zealot.” That likely describes his fervor rather than party membership: the organized revolutionary faction Josephus calls the Zealots doesn’t appear until the Jewish revolt of 66–70 AD, decades after Jesus’ ministry.

5The scribes’ charge names “Beelzebul,” a term the Gospels treat as “the ruler of the demons.” The name echoes an old Philistine deity, Baal-zebub (“lord of the flies”), worshipped at Ekron in the books of Kings — a mocking distortion of a title that may have originally meant something like “lord of the high place.”


Mark · Chapter 4
Stories of the Kingdom
Jesus teaches in parables, then shows his power over the sea.
Jesus began teaching beside the sea again. A crowd gathered around him — so huge that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the water, while the whole crowd stayed on the shore facing the sea. 2 He taught them many things using parables, and in his teaching he said to them:

3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he scattered the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky ground where there wasn’t much soil. It sprang up fast because the soil had no depth, 6 but when the sun rose, the plants were scorched, and because they had no root, they withered. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it produced no grain. 8 But other seed fell on good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing. It yielded a crop — one part thirty times what was sown, one part sixty, and one part a hundred.”

9 Then he said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

10 When he was alone, those around him along with the Twelve asked him about the parables. 11 He said to them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside, everything comes in parables, 12 so that

‘they may look and look but never see, and listen and listen but never understand, or else they might turn and be forgiven.’”[1]

13 Then he said to them, “You don’t understand this parable? Then how will you understand any of the parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 Some people are like the seed along the path where the word is sown. When they hear it, Satan comes right away and takes away the word that was sown in them. 16 Others are like the seed sown on rocky ground. When they hear the word, they receive it at once with joy, 17 but they have no root in themselves. They last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they fall away immediately. 18 Still others are like the seed sown among thorns. They hear the word, 19 but the worries of this age, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desires for other things creep in and choke the word, and it produces nothing. 20 But the ones sown on good soil — these are the people who hear the word, embrace it, and produce a crop: one part thirty, one part sixty, and one part a hundred times what was sown.”

21 He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a basket or under a bed? Don’t you put it on a lampstand?[2] 22 For nothing is hidden except to be brought to light, and nothing is concealed except to come out into the open. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let them hear.”

24 He went on, “Pay attention to what you hear. With the measure you use, it will be measured to you — and more will be added to you. 25 For whoever has, more will be given to him. And whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”

26 Then he said, “The kingdom of God is like this: a man scatters seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises, night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows — he doesn’t know how. 28 The earth produces the crop by itself: first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29 And when the grain is ripe, he sends in the sickle at once, because the harvest has come.”[3]

30 He said, “What can we compare the kingdom of God to? What parable can we use for it? 31 It’s like a mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth.[4] 32 But when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out big branches, so that the birds of the sky can nest in its shade.”

33 With many parables like these he spoke the word to them, as much as they were able to hear. 34 He didn’t speak to them without a parable, but when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

35 That same day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let’s go across to the other side.” 36 So they left the crowd and took him along in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him too.

37 A fierce windstorm came up, and the waves were crashing into the boat so that it was already filling with water.[5] 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. They woke him and said, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re dying?”

39 He got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Quiet! Be still!” The wind died down, and there was a great calm.[6]

40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

41 They were terrified and said to one another, “Who is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

1These lines quote Isaiah 6:9-10, words God gives the prophet at his commissioning about a people who hear but will not grasp what they hear.

2The ‘basket’ is a modion, a Roman dry measure for grain holding roughly 8.5 liters — about a peck. It was an everyday household object.

3The phrase echoes Joel 3:13, ‘Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.’ In Joel the harvest imagery is one of judgment on the nations, gathered when their time has come.

4The plant is a cultivated black mustard (Sinapis/Brassica nigra), grown in Palestinian gardens and known for tiny seeds that were proverbially small.

5The Sea of Galilee sits in a deep basin some 700 feet below sea level, ringed by hills and, to the east, the Golan Heights. Cold air rushing down from those heights collides with the warm air over the water, producing the sudden violent squalls the region is known for.

6The second command, ‘pephimōso,’ literally means ‘be muzzled’ — the same verb Jesus uses to silence an unclean spirit earlier in Mark (1:25). The gentle English ‘be still’ does not carry that.


Mark · Chapter 5
A Man with Many Demons and a Dead Girl Raised
Jesus frees a tormented man, then heals a woman and a child.
They came to the other side of the sea, into the region of the Gerasenes.[1] 2 And as soon as Jesus stepped out of the boat, a man with an unclean spirit came out of the tombs and met him. 3 This man lived among the tombs, and no one could hold him down anymore, not even with a chain. 4 He had often been tied up with shackles and chains, but he would snap the chains and break the shackles to pieces. No one had the strength to control him. 5 Night and day, among the tombs and in the hills, he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones.

6 When he saw Jesus from a long way off, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7 Then he shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to me by God — don’t torture me!” 8 For Jesus had been saying to him, “Unclean spirit, come out of the man.”

9 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

He answered, “My name is Legion, because there are many of us.”[2] 10 And he begged Jesus over and over not to send them out of the region.

11 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. 12 The spirits pleaded with him, “Send us into the pigs. Let us go into them.” 13 So Jesus let them. The unclean spirits came out and went into the pigs, and the herd — about two thousand of them — rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned.

14 The men tending the pigs ran off and spread the news through the town and the countryside. People came to see what had happened. 15 They came to Jesus and saw the man who had been demon-possessed — the one who had the legion — sitting there, dressed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man and about the pigs. 17 Then they began to beg Jesus to leave their territory.

18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19 But Jesus would not let him. He said, “Go home to your own people, and tell them everything the Lord has done for you — how he had mercy on you.”

20 So the man went away and began to spread the word through the Decapolis about all that Jesus had done for him. And everyone was amazed.

21 When Jesus had crossed back over in the boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered around him. He was beside the sea. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came up. When he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet 23 and pleaded with him earnestly. “My little daughter is dying. Please come and lay your hands on her so she will be saved and live.” 24 So Jesus went with him.

A large crowd followed and pressed in around him. 25 There was a woman there who had been bleeding for twelve years.[3] 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent everything she had, but instead of getting better she only grew worse. 27 She had heard about Jesus, so she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak. 28 She kept telling herself, “If I can just touch his clothes, I will be saved.”

29 At once her bleeding stopped, and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.

30 Jesus knew right away that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?”

31 His disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you, and you ask, ‘Who touched me?’”

32 But he kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 The woman, afraid and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before him and told him the whole truth.

34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace, and be free from your suffering.”[4]

35 While he was still speaking, some people came from the synagogue leader’s house. They said, “Your daughter is dead. Why bother the teacher any longer?”

36 But Jesus overheard what they were saying and said to the synagogue leader, “Don’t be afraid. Just believe.”

37 He did not let anyone go with him except Peter, James, and John the brother of James. 38 They came to the synagogue leader’s house, and Jesus saw a commotion — people crying and wailing loudly.[5] 39 He went in and said to them, “Why all this noise and crying? The child is not dead. She’s asleep.”

40 And they laughed at him.

But he put them all outside. Then he took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41 He took the child by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum” — which means, “Little girl, I tell you, get up.”[6] 42 At once the girl stood up and began to walk around. She was twelve years old.

And they were completely astonished. 43 Jesus gave them strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and he told them to give her something to eat.

1The name is a puzzle: Gerasa (modern Jerash) sits about 35 miles inland from the Sea of Galilee — far from any bank a herd could “rush down into the sea.” Gergesa, a small site midway along the eastern shore where the land drops steeply to the water, fits the description better. The manuscripts themselves disagree, reading Gerasenes, Gadarenes, or Gergesenes.

2A Roman legion at full strength numbered roughly five to six thousand soldiers.

3Under the purity code of Leviticus 15, a woman with an ongoing flow of blood was considered ritually unclean, and so was anyone who touched her or what she sat on. This left her cut off from normal social and religious life for the whole twelve years.

4One Greek word, sōzō, covers rescuing, healing, and saving — it does not separate the body from the rest of a person. The woman says to herself “I will be saved” (v28) and Jesus answers with the same verb: “your faith has saved you.” Older translations often print “made you well” here and “saved you” elsewhere, which hides the fact that it is one word. Luke tells this same scene and the same sentence (8:48). We render it “saved” everywhere.

5First-century Jewish mourning was loud and public, and even a poor family was expected to hire professional mourners — wailing women and flute players — who gathered quickly after a death.

6Mark keeps Jesus’ words in their original Aramaic, the everyday language he spoke, and then translates them for Greek readers. “Talitha” means a young girl, and “koum” is simply “get up” — an ordinary command spoken to a child, not an incantation.


Mark · Chapter 6
A Prophet Without Honor
Jesus is rejected at home, sends out the Twelve, and feeds thousands.
Jesus left that place and went to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed.

“Where did this man get all this?” they said. “What is this wisdom he’s been given? And these miracles that happen through his hands — 3 isn’t this the carpenter, Mary’s son, the brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters right here with us?” And they took offense at him.[1]

4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own hometown, among his own relatives, and in his own house.” 5 He could not do any miracle there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And he marveled at their unbelief.

Then he went around the villages teaching.

7 He called the Twelve to him and began to send them out two by two, giving them authority over unclean spirits. 8 He instructed them to take nothing for the journey except a staff — no bread, no bag, no money in their belts. 9 They were to wear sandals but not put on a second tunic.

10 He told them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11 And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, when you leave there, shake the dust off your feet as a witness against them.”

12 So they went out and proclaimed that people should change their hearts. 13 They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

14 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well known. Some were saying, “John the Baptizer has been raised from the dead, and that is why these powers are at work in him.”[2] 15 Others said, “He is Elijah.” Still others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.”

16 But when Herod heard this, he said, “John — the one I beheaded — has been raised.”

17 For Herod himself had sent men and seized John and bound him in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18 John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”

19 So Herodias held a grudge against him and wanted to kill him, but she could not, 20 because Herod feared John. He knew John was an upright and holy man, so he protected him. When he listened to John, he was greatly puzzled, yet he liked to hear him speak.

21 Then an opportune day came. On his birthday, Herod gave a banquet for his nobles, his military commanders, and the leading men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests.

The king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you want, and I will give it to you.” 23 And he swore to her, “Whatever you ask me for, I will give you — up to half my kingdom.”

24 She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?”

“The head of John the Baptizer,” she said.

25 The girl hurried back in at once to the king and made her request: “I want you to give me right now the head of John the Baptizer on a platter.”

26 The king was crushed, but because of his oaths and his guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent an executioner and ordered him to bring John’s head. The man went and beheaded John in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. And the girl gave it to her mother.

29 When John’s disciples heard about this, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.

30 The messengers gathered back around Jesus and reported to him everything they had done and taught. 31 He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a quiet place and rest a while.” For many people were coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat.

32 So they went away in the boat to a quiet place by themselves. 33 But many people saw them leaving and recognized them, and from all the towns they ran on foot and got there ahead of them. 34 When Jesus came ashore, he saw a large crowd. His heart went out to them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd, and he began to teach them many things.

35 When it was already late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it is already late. 36 Send them away so they can go to the surrounding farms and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”

37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.”

They said to him, “Should we go and spend two hundred denarii on bread and give it to them to eat?”[3]

38 He said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.”

When they found out, they said, “Five — and two fish.”

39 Then he ordered them to have everyone sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 They sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, blessed the food, and broke the loaves. He gave them to his disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42 Everyone ate and was satisfied, 43 and they picked up twelve baskets full of broken pieces, and of the fish. 44 Those who ate the loaves numbered five thousand men.

45 Right away Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go ahead of him to the other side, toward Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After he had sent them off, he went up on the mountain to pray.

47 When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 He saw them straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Around the fourth watch of the night, he came toward them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them,[4] 49 but when they saw him walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out — 50 for they all saw him and were terrified.

Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage. It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 51 Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were utterly astonished among themselves, 52 for they had not understood about the loaves. Their hearts were hardened.

53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and anchored there. 54 As soon as they got out of the boat, the people recognized Jesus 55 and ran throughout that whole region, carrying the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he went — into villages, towns, or the countryside — they laid the sick in the marketplaces and begged him to let them touch even the tassel of his cloak. And all who touched him were saved.[5]

1The Greek word here, tektōn, means a skilled builder or craftsman — someone who worked in wood, and often in stone as well. In first-century Galilee this marked Jesus as a member of the artisan working class.

2This is Herod Antipas, who held the lesser title of “tetrarch” — ruler of a quarter — over Galilee and Perea. Matthew and Luke call him tetrarch; Mark calls him “king” throughout the story.

3A denarius was roughly a day’s pay for an ordinary laborer, so two hundred denarii represented something like two-thirds of a year’s wages.

4The Romans split the night from sunset to sunrise into four three-hour watches. The fourth watch ran from about 3 a.m. to dawn.

5Kraspedon — the tassel, tzitzit in Hebrew, that Israelite men were commanded to wear on the corners of the outer garment (Numbers 15:37–41).


Mark · Chapter 7
What Truly Makes a Person Unclean
Religious leaders challenge Jesus over hand-washing traditions, and a foreign woman shows remarkable faith.
The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus. 2 They noticed that some of his disciples were eating bread with common — that is, unwashed — hands. 3 (The Pharisees, and in fact all the Jews, won’t eat unless they wash their hands with a fistful of water, holding to the tradition of the elders.[1] 4 And when they come from the marketplace, they don’t eat unless they wash. And there are many other traditions they have received and hold to — washings of cups and pitchers and copper pots and dining couches.)

5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why don’t your disciples walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with common hands?”

6 He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied well about you hypocrites, as it is written:

‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far, far from me. 7 They worship me in vain, teaching human rules as if they were God’s commands.’

8 You let go of the command of God and hold on to the tradition of men.”

9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of setting aside the command of God so you can keep your own tradition. 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say that if a man tells his father or mother, ‘Whatever you might have gained from me is Corban’ (that is, a gift),[2] 12 you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 13 So you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like that.”

14 He called the crowd to him again and said, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand. 15 There is nothing outside a person that can make them unclean by going into them. Rather, the things that come out of a person are what make them unclean.”

17 When he had left the crowd and gone into the house, his disciples asked him about the parable. 18 And he said to them, “Are you so without understanding too? Don’t you see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot make them unclean, 19 because it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, and then goes out into the latrine?” (In saying this, he declared all foods clean.)

20 He went on, “What comes out of a person — that is what makes them unclean. 21 For from within, out of the human heart, come evil thoughts, forbidden sex, thefts, murders, 22 adulteries, greed, wickedness, deceit, shamelessness, an evil eye, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and make a person unclean.”

24 Jesus got up and went from there to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and didn’t want anyone to know he was there, but he couldn’t escape notice.[3] 25 Right away a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard about him. She came and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she kept asking him to cast the demon out of her daughter.[4]

27 He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it isn’t right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”[5]

28 But she answered him, “Lord, even the little dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”

29 And he said to her, “Because of this answer, go. The demon has left your daughter.”

30 She went home and found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

31 Then he left the region of Tyre and went through Sidon toward the Sea of Galilee, into the region of the Decapolis. 32 And they brought him a man who was deaf and could barely speak, and they begged him to lay his hand on him.

33 He took him aside, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Looking up to heaven, he sighed deeply and said to him, “Ephphatha” — that is, “Be opened.”

35 And his ears were opened, and the bond of his tongue was released, and he began to speak plainly. 36 Jesus ordered them not to tell anyone. But the more he ordered them, the more widely they proclaimed it. 37 They were utterly astonished, saying, “He has done everything well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

1The Greek word here, pygmē, literally means “fist,” and it has long puzzled readers — our rendering “with a fistful of water” is one attempt at it. Ancient and later Jewish interpreters took the ritual to mean pouring water over the hands until it reached the wrist, so the phrase may describe the manner of washing rather than an amount.

2Corban meant property formally dedicated to God. Once something was declared Corban, the vow could not simply be taken back. The declaration could place a person’s wealth off-limits to his aging parents while the vow itself remained technically intact.

3Tyre was a Gentile city on the Mediterranean coast, part of the Roman province of Syria and outside the territory Herod Antipas governed in Galilee.

4“Greek” here marks her as a Gentile rather than as Greek by ancestry, and “Syrophoenician” identifies her as one of the Phoenician inhabitants of Roman Syria, from the Tyre-and-Sidon coast.

5The Greek kynarion is a diminutive of the ordinary word for dog. It can mean a household pet that lives under the table — which fits the woman’s reply about crumbs — but by this period Greek diminutives had often lost their force and simply meant “dog.” How much the smaller word softens the insult is not settled.


Mark · Chapter 8
Feeding four thousand in the desert
Jesus feeds another crowd, heals a blind man, and asks who he is.
In those days, once again a large crowd had gathered and had nothing to eat. Jesus called his disciples to him and said, 2 “I feel for this crowd — they’ve been with me three days now and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they’ll collapse on the way. Some of them have come a long distance.”

4 His disciples answered, “Where in this desert could anyone get enough bread to feed all these people?”

5 He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?”

“Seven,” they said.

6 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves, gave thanks, broke them, and kept giving them to his disciples to set out. And they set them before the crowd. 7 They also had a few small fish. He blessed them and said to set those out too. 8 They ate and were satisfied, and they picked up seven large baskets of broken pieces left over. 9 About four thousand people were there. Then he sent them away.

10 Right away he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha.[1]

• • •

11 The Pharisees came out and began to argue with him, demanding a sign from heaven — testing him. 12 He sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation demand a sign? Amen, I tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.” 13 He left them, got back into the boat, and crossed to the other side.

• • •

14 Now the disciples had forgotten to bring bread. They had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 Jesus warned them, “Watch out — be on guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”[2]

16 They began talking among themselves about the fact that they had no bread.

17 Jesus knew what they were saying and said to them, “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts this hard? 18 You have eyes — can you not see? You have ears — can you not hear? And don’t you remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you pick up?”

“Twelve,” they said.[3]

20 “And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many large baskets full of broken pieces did you pick up?”

“Seven,” they said.

21 He said to them, “Do you still not understand?”

• • •

22 They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to Jesus and begged him to touch him. 23 He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. He spit on the man’s eyes, laid his hands on him, and asked, “Do you see anything?”

24 The man looked up and said, “I see people — they look like trees, walking around.”

25 Then Jesus laid his hands on the man’s eyes again. The man stared hard, and his sight was restored. He could see everything clearly. 26 Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t even go into the village.”

• • •

27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say I am?”[4]

28 They told him, “John the Baptist. Others say Elijah. And others say one of the prophets.”[5]

29 He asked them, “But you — who do you say I am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Anointed One.”

30 And he warned them sharply not to tell anyone about him.

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said this plainly.

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But Jesus turned, looked at his disciples, and rebuked Peter: “Get behind me, Satan! You’re not thinking God’s thoughts — you’re thinking human thoughts.”

34 Then he called the crowd to join his disciples and said to them, “If anyone wants to follow me, let them deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow me. 35 Whoever wants to save their life will lose it. But whoever loses their life for my sake and for the good news will save it.[6] 36 What good does it do a person to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 What can a person give in exchange for their life? 38 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this unfaithful and sinful generation — the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

1Dalmanutha appears nowhere else in ancient writing, and its location has long been a puzzle; scholars place it on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee, near Magdala. A 2013 survey of the Ginosar valley turned up first-century remains — pottery, weights, stone anchors — that some connect with the site, though no inscription has confirmed the name.

2In Jewish thought yeast, or leaven, was a common image for corruption — something small and hidden that quietly works its way through the whole batch. The Pharisees were a religious party and Herod’s house a ruling family; the two otherwise had little in common.

3The Greek uses two different words for the leftovers gathered at the two feedings. At the five thousand it was a kophinos, a small hand-basket a traveler might carry; here at the four thousand it was a spyris, a large hamper — the same kind of basket, Acts says, used to lower Paul over a city wall. Our translation marks the shift by calling these “large baskets.”

4Caesarea Philippi, modern Banias, was a thoroughly pagan city built around a cave sacred to the god Pan, where a spring flowed. Herod the Great raised a marble temple to Augustus there, and his son Philip made it his capital and a seat of emperor-worship.

5The book of Malachi promised that Elijah would return before the great day of the Lord to set things right, and that hope was very much alive in the first century.

6One Greek word, psychē, means life, soul, and self all at once — the breath in you and the you that breathes. The saying turns on that: whoever tries to save his psychē will lose it. English has to choose a word, so we say “life” here, but “soul” would translate the same word. Nothing in the Greek separates the two.


Mark · Chapter 9
The Transfiguration and a Boy Freed from a Mute Spirit
Jesus shows his glory, then drives out a demon his disciples couldn’t.
And he said to them, “Amen, I tell you: some of those standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with power.”

2 Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him and led them up a high mountain, alone by themselves. And he was transformed right in front of them.[1] 3 His clothes became dazzling white — whiter than any launderer on earth could ever bleach them. 4 And Elijah appeared to them, along with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.

5 Peter spoke up and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it’s good for us to be here. Let’s put up three shelters — one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”[2] 6 He didn’t know what to say, because they were terrified.

7 Then a cloud came and overshadowed them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, the one I love. Listen to him.” 8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone except Jesus alone with them.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 So they kept the matter to themselves, but they kept asking each other what “rising from the dead” meant.

11 Then they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that Elijah has to come first?”[3]

12 He told them, “Elijah does come first and restores everything. But how is it written about the Son of Man? That he must suffer many things and be treated with contempt. 13 But I’m telling you, Elijah has already come, and they did to him whatever they wanted — just as it is written about him.”

14 When they reached the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and scribes arguing with them. 15 As soon as the whole crowd saw him, they were overcome with amazement and ran up to greet him.

16 He asked them, “What are you arguing with them about?”

17 Someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you. He has a spirit that makes him unable to speak. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him down. He foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and goes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive it out, but they couldn’t.”

19 He answered them, “You faithless generation — how long must I be with you? How long must I put up with you? Bring him to me.”

20 So they brought the boy to him. When the spirit saw him, it immediately threw the boy into convulsions. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.

21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has this been happening to him?”

He said, “Since he was a child. 22 It has often thrown him into fire and into water, trying to kill him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”

23 Jesus said to him, “ ‘If you can’? Everything is possible for the one who believes.”

24 Immediately the boy’s father cried out, “I do believe — help my unbelief!”

25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was rushing together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you: come out of him and never enter him again.”

26 It shrieked, threw the boy into violent convulsions, and came out. The boy looked like a corpse, so that many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and raised him up, and he stood.

28 After he had gone into a house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”

29 He told them, “This kind can’t come out by anything except prayer.”

30 They left that place and passed through Galilee, and he didn’t want anyone to know it. 31 He was teaching his disciples and telling them, “The Son of Man is being handed over into human hands, and they will kill him. And after he is killed, three days later he will rise.” 32 But they didn’t understand what he meant, and they were afraid to ask him.

33 They came to Capernaum. Once he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet, because on the road they had been arguing with each other about who was the greatest.

35 He sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”

36 He took a little child and stood him in the middle of them. Then he put his arms around him and said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me. And whoever welcomes me doesn’t welcome me, but the one who sent me.”

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him because he wasn’t following us.”

39 But Jesus said, “Don’t stop him. No one who does a work of power in my name will be able to speak evil of me soon afterward. 40 Whoever is not against us is for us. 41 Amen, I tell you: whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in my name because you belong to the Anointed One will certainly not lose his reward.”

42 “And whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to stumble — it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck and be thrown into the sea.[4]

43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It’s better for you to enter life maimed than to go with both hands into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire.[5] 45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It’s better for you to enter life lame than to be thrown with both feet into Gehenna. 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out. It’s better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to be thrown with both eyes into Gehenna, 48 where the worm doesn’t die and the fire is not put out.

49 For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, but if the salt loses its saltiness, how will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

1The text never names the mountain. Christian tradition since at least the third century (Origen) settled on Mount Tabor, a rounded rise of about 575 meters in Galilee. But some point instead to Mount Hermon, far taller at roughly 2,800 meters and much closer to Caesarea Philippi, where the previous scene takes place — a better fit for both “high” and the narrative’s location.

2The word for “shelters” (skēnas) is the same one used for the huts built during the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot), when Israelites lived for a week in booths of branches to recall the desert years.

3The expectation rests on Malachi 4:5–6, which promises that Elijah will return “before the great and dreadful day of the Lord” to turn parents’ and children’s hearts toward each other. This hope was widely held in Jesus’s time.

4The Greek specifies a mylos onikos — literally a “donkey millstone,” the large upper stone of a commercial mill turned by a donkey rather than the small stone worked by hand. Such a stone could weigh a hundred pounds or more.

5“Gehenna” is a real place — the Valley of Hinnom, just south of Jerusalem. Hebrew scripture records it as a site of child sacrifice under kings like Ahaz and Manasseh; after King Josiah defiled it, tradition holds it became a place of continual burning. That grim history is what made its name a byword for judgment.


Mark · Chapter 10
Teaching on Divorce, Wealth, and True Greatness
Jesus teaches on marriage, riches, and servant leadership on the road to Jerusalem.
Jesus left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan. Crowds gathered around him again, and as he always did, he taught them.[1]

2 Some Pharisees came up and asked him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” They were testing him.

3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?”

4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”[2]

5 Jesus said to them, “He wrote this command for you because your hearts are hard. 6 But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. 7 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two will become one flesh. So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 What God has joined together, let no one separate.”

10 Back in the house, the disciples asked him about this again. 11 He told them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her. 12 And if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

13 People were bringing little children to Jesus so he could touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was angry and said to them, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t stop them — the kingdom of God belongs to people like these. 15 Amen, I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

17 As Jesus was setting out on the road, a man ran up and knelt before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not cheat, honor your father and mother.”

20 The man said, “Teacher, I have kept all these since I was young.”

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

22 At these words the man’s face fell, and he went away upset, because he had many possessions.

23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”

24 The disciples were stunned at his words. But Jesus spoke again: “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”[3]

26 They were even more astonished and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?”

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With people it is impossible, but not with God. All things are possible with God.”

28 Peter began to speak up: “Look, we have left everything and followed you.”

29 Jesus said, “Amen, I tell you, no one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the good news, 30 who will not receive a hundred times as much now in this present time — houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, along with persecutions —[4] and in the age to come, eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

32 They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, with Jesus walking ahead of them. The disciples were bewildered, and those who followed were afraid. He took the Twelve aside again and began to tell them what was about to happen to him: 33 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes. They will condemn him to death and hand him over to the Gentiles. 34 They will mock him, spit on him, flog him, and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”

36 He said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?”

37 They answered, “Let one of us sit at your right hand and the other at your left in your glory.”

38 Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you’re asking. Can you drink the cup I drink, or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”[5]

39 “We can,” they said.

Jesus told them, “You will drink the cup I drink, and you will be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with. 40 But to sit at my right or my left is not mine to give. It belongs to those for whom it has been prepared.”

41 When the other ten heard this, they became angry with James and John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones throw their weight around. 43 But it is not that way among you. Whoever wants to become great among you will be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you will be the slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

46 They came to Jericho. As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a large crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the road.[6] 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

48 Many people warned him sharply to be quiet, but he shouted all the louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called the blind man. “Take heart,” they said. “Get up. He’s calling you.”

50 Throwing off his cloak, Bartimaeus jumped up and came to Jesus.

51 Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?”

The blind man said, “Rabboni, let me see again.”

52 Jesus said to him, “Go. Your faith has saved you.” And right away he could see, and he followed Jesus on the road.

1Travelers from Galilee heading to Judea often crossed to the east bank of the Jordan into Perea, a region with Jewish communities, then recrossed near Jericho. This longer route let pilgrims avoid Samaria, whose hostility toward Galileans could make passage dangerous. This is the road that brings Jesus down to Jericho in verse 46.

2The question was a live controversy between two rabbinic schools. Shammai’s followers allowed divorce essentially only for adultery, while Hillel’s more permissive reading let a man divorce for almost any offense — and Hillel’s view largely prevailed in later Jewish law.

3A popular explanation holds that the “eye of the needle” was a low gate in Jerusalem that a camel could squeeze through on its knees. There is no evidence for such a gate; the idea appears only in medieval commentary. A camel was the largest animal in common use in the region; a needle’s eye, among the smallest openings in daily life.

4The unsettling phrase is in the Greek (meta diōgmōn, “with persecutions”) and sits exactly where it sits here — tacked onto the end of the list of hundredfold blessings, with eternal life held back for the age to come. Only Mark has it; Matthew and Luke both drop the phrase from their parallels (Matthew 19:29; Luke 18:30). Notice too that the returned list omits fathers: you leave “mother or father,” but receive back only houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields.

5In the Hebrew Scriptures the “cup” is a recurring image for a portion handed to someone — often a cup of suffering or divine judgment, as when Isaiah pictures Jerusalem draining “the cup of wrath.”

6The name already means “son of Timaeus” — “bar” is Aramaic for “son” — yet Mark spells it out a second time in Greek. He does this elsewhere too, translating Aramaic terms for readers who wouldn’t know the language.


Mark · Chapter 11
The King Comes to Jerusalem
Jesus enters the city, curses a fig tree, and clears the temple.
As they neared Jerusalem, coming to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples on ahead[1] 2 and told them, “Go into the village right in front of you. As soon as you enter it, you’ll find a colt tied there that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 And if anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it, and he’ll send it back here right away.’”

4 So they went and found the colt tied outside a door on the street, and they untied it. 5 Some of the people standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered just as Jesus had told them, and the people let them go.

7 They brought the colt to Jesus, threw their cloaks over it, and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut leafy branches from the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed kept shouting:

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord![2] 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!”[3]

11 He entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. He looked around at everything, but since the hour was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.

12 The next day, as they were leaving Bethany, he was hungry. 13 Seeing a fig tree in the distance with leaves, he went over to see if he could find anything on it. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves — it wasn’t the season for figs.[4] 14 He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it.

15 They came to Jerusalem. He entered the temple and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those selling doves,[5] 16 and he wouldn’t let anyone carry goods through the temple. 17 He was teaching them and saying, “Isn’t it written, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it a hideout for bandits.”[6]

18 The chief priests and the scribes heard this and began looking for a way to destroy him. They were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 19 When evening came, they left the city.

20 Early in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots up. 21 Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look — the fig tree you cursed has withered.”

22 Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. 23 Amen, I tell you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not waver in his heart but believes that what he says will happen — it will be done for him. 24 That’s why I tell you: whatever you pray and ask for, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your wrongs.”

27 They came to Jerusalem again. As he was walking in the temple, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came up to him 28 and said, “By what authority are you doing these things? Who gave you the authority to do them?”

29 Jesus said to them, “I’ll ask you one question. Answer me, and I’ll tell you by what authority I do these things. 30 John’s baptism — was it from heaven or from men? Answer me.”

31 They talked it over among themselves: “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he’ll say, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 32 But if we say, ‘From men’…” — they were afraid of the crowd, because everyone really did hold that John was a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”

And Jesus said to them, “Then I won’t tell you by what authority I do these things either.”

1Bethphage sat on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, a short walk from Bethany and close enough to Jerusalem to lie within a permitted Sabbath-day journey. Its name means “house of unripe figs” in Aramaic.

2“Hosanna” comes from a Hebrew cry meaning “Save, please!” — a plea for rescue drawn from Psalm 118:25. By the first century the word had shifted toward a shout of praise and welcome.

3Many Jews of the time hoped for a restored kingdom under a descendant of David — a king who would drive out foreign rulers and set Israel free. Texts like the Psalms of Solomon picture this figure shattering unjust rulers and gathering the people. That hope was political as well as religious.

4Fig trees near Jerusalem put out small early fruit in spring, before Passover, alongside their leaves — so a tree in full leaf might reasonably be expected to have something edible on it.

5These traders swapped the foreign coins pilgrims carried for the Tyrian currency accepted for the annual temple tax. The service was useful to worshippers arriving from across the Roman world.

6The phrase quotes Jeremiah 7:11, where God condemns people who commit wrongs and then shelter in the temple as though its rituals made them safe — treating God’s house like a robbers’ hideout, a place bandits retreat to between raids.


Mark · Chapter 12
The Vineyard, the Taxes, and the Widow’s Coins
Jesus faces traps, questions, and a poor woman’s quiet gift.
Jesus began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard. He put a fence around it, dug a pit for the winepress, and built a watchtower. Then he rented it out to tenant farmers and went away on a journey.[1] 2 When harvest time came, he sent a slave to the tenants to collect some of the fruit of the vineyard from them. 3 But they grabbed him, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. 4 So he sent another slave to them. That one they struck on the head and treated shamefully. 5 He sent another, and that one they killed — and many others: some they beat, some they killed.

6 “He still had one left: his beloved son. He sent him to them last of all, thinking, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come on, let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 So they grabbed him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.

9 “What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others. 10 Haven’t you read this Scripture:

‘A stone the builders rejected — this has become the cornerstone. 11 The Lord has done this, and it is wonderful in our eyes’?”

12 The chief priests and scribes wanted to arrest him right then, because they knew he had told this parable against them. But they were afraid of the crowd. So they left him alone and went away.

• • •

13 Later they sent some Pharisees and supporters of Herod to Jesus, to try to trap him in his words.[2] 14 They came and said to him, “Teacher, we know you are honest and don’t care what anyone thinks, because you don’t look at a person’s status but truly teach the way of God. Is it right to pay the tax to Caesar or not? 15 Should we pay it, or shouldn’t we?”

But Jesus saw right through their hypocrisy. “Why are you testing me?” he said. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.”[3] 16 They brought one, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose name is on it?”

“Caesar’s,” they answered.

17 Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God.”

They were amazed at him.

• • •

18 Then some Sadducees came to him — the ones who say there is no resurrection. They asked him, 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no child, the man should marry the widow and raise up children for his brother.[4] 20 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman, but died leaving no children. 21 The second married her, and he died leaving no children. The third was the same. 22 None of the seven left any children. Last of all, the woman died too. 23 So in the resurrection, when they rise, whose wife will she be? All seven had her as a wife.”

24 Jesus said to them, “Isn’t this the reason you’re mistaken — because you don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God? 25 When people rise from the dead, they don’t marry and aren’t given in marriage. They are like the angels in heaven. 26 And about the dead being raised — haven’t you read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken.”

• • •

28 One of the scribes came up and heard them arguing. Seeing that Jesus had answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The most important is: ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one.[5] 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

32 The scribe said to him, “Well said, Teacher. You are right to say that he is one and there is no other besides him, 33 and to love him with all your heart, with all your understanding, and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself — this is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34 When Jesus saw that the man had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

After that, no one dared ask him any more questions.

• • •

35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he asked, “How can the scribes say that the Anointed One is the son of David? 36 David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, said:

‘The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.’

37 David himself calls him ‘Lord.’ So how can he be his son?”

The large crowd listened to him gladly.

38 As he taught, he said, “Watch out for the scribes. They like to walk around in long robes, to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 to have the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour widows’ houses and for show make long prayers. These men will receive a much heavier judgment.”

• • •

41 Jesus sat down across from the temple treasury and watched the crowd putting money into the offering box. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 Then a poor widow came and put in two tiny copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.[6]

43 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “Amen, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all the others who gave to the treasury. 44 For they all gave out of their abundance, but she, out of her poverty, put in everything she had — all she had to live on.”

1A first-century Judean winepress was typically carved straight into rock: an upper, sloping floor where the grapes were trodden by foot, with channels letting the juice run down through the stone into a lower collecting vat. The details Jesus lists — fence, pit, watchtower — are the ordinary marks of a well-built vineyard.

2The Herodians were a political faction that backed the family of Herod, who ruled as clients of Rome. Their acceptance of Roman-backed power normally set them at odds with the Pharisees.

3The denarius was a small Roman silver coin, roughly a day’s pay for a common laborer, and it was the coin in which the head tax to Rome was paid. It carried the emperor’s portrait and inscription.

4The Sadducees are citing the law of levirate marriage from Deuteronomy 25:5-10, which required a man to marry his dead brother’s childless widow. Its purpose was to produce an heir so the dead man’s line “will not be obliterated from Israel,” while also giving the widow protection.

5Jesus opens with the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4), the declaration of God’s oneness that devout Jews recited morning and evening as the cornerstone of their faith. He joins it to “love your neighbor as yourself” from Leviticus 19:18.

6The Greek names the coins as two lepta, the smallest coins in circulation, which together the text says equaled one kodrantes (a Roman quadrans) — about a sixty-fourth of a day’s wage.


Mark · Chapter 13
The Temple’s Doom and the End of the Age
Jesus foretells the temple’s fall and the great trouble to come.
As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Teacher, look — what massive stones! What incredible buildings!”[1]

2 Jesus said to him, “You see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left on top of another. Every one will be thrown down.”

3 Later, as he sat on the Mount of Olives across from the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately,[2] 4 “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that all of this is about to be completed?”

5 Jesus began to tell them, “Watch out that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and they will lead many astray. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, don’t be alarmed. These things must happen, but the end is not yet. 8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places. There will be famines. These are the beginning of the birth pains.

9 “But watch yourselves. They will hand you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues. You will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a witness to them. 10 And the good news must first be proclaimed to all the nations. 11 When they arrest you and hand you over, don’t worry ahead of time about what you will say. Whatever is given to you in that hour, speak that. For it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.

12 “Brother will hand over brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 13 You will be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one who holds on to the end will be saved.

14 “When you see the abomination that causes desolation standing where it should not be — let the reader understand — then those in Judea must run for the mountains.[3] 15 The one on the rooftop must not go down or go inside to take anything from the house.[4] 16 The one in the field must not turn back to get his coat. 17 How terrible it will be for pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days! 18 Pray that it won’t happen in winter. 19 For those days will be a time of trouble such as has never happened from the beginning of the creation God made until now — and never will happen again. 20 If the Lord had not cut those days short, no one would survive. But for the sake of the chosen ones he has chosen, he has shortened the days.

21 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Anointed One!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ — don’t believe it. 22 False anointed ones and false prophets will rise up and perform signs and wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the chosen ones. 23 But you, watch out. I have told you everything ahead of time.

24 “But in those days, after that trouble,

the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

26 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send out the angels and gather his chosen ones from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

28 “Learn this lesson from the fig tree: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 In the same way, when you see these things happening, know that he is near — right at the door. 30 Amen, I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things happen. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

32 “But about that day or hour, no one knows — not the angels in heaven, not the Son — only the Father. 33 Watch out. Stay awake. For you don’t know when the time is.

34 “It’s like a man going on a journey. He leaves his house and gives authority to his slaves, each one his own work, and he commands the doorkeeper to stay alert. 35 So stay alert, because you don’t know when the master of the house is coming — whether evening, or midnight, or at the rooster’s crow, or early morning.[5] 36 Don’t let him come suddenly and find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: stay alert.”

1Herod’s Temple platform was built from limestone blocks of enormous size — the largest exceeding forty feet in length and weighing hundreds of tons, far bigger than ordinary ancient masonry.

2The ridge sits just east of Jerusalem, facing the temple across the Kidron valley. Zechariah 14:4 says that on the day of the Lord his feet would stand on the Mount of Olives.

3The phrase comes from the book of Daniel. In 167 BC the Seleucid king Antiochus IV Epiphanes desecrated the Jerusalem temple — halting the daily sacrifices and setting up a pagan altar — an act Daniel calls the “abomination of desolation.”

4Houses here had flat roofs of clay packed over wooden beams, reached by an outside stair or ladder.

5These four terms are not random times but the four Roman watches into which the night was divided — evening, midnight, cockcrow, and dawn. “Rooster’s crow” (Greek alektorophōnia) named the third watch, running roughly midnight to 3 a.m. The list means simply: at any hour of the night.


Mark · Chapter 14
The Plot to Kill Jesus
The Passover draws near, and the leaders scheme — but a woman anoints him first.
It was two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest him by trickery and kill him. 2 “Not during the feast,” they said, “or the people might riot.”

3 Jesus was in Bethany, at the house of Simon the leper. While he was reclining at the table, a woman came in carrying an alabaster jar of pure nard perfume — very expensive. She broke the jar open and poured it over his head.[1]

4 Some there were angry and said to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her.[2]

6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why are you giving her trouble? She has done a beautiful thing for me. 7 You will always have the poor with you, and you can help them whenever you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. She has anointed my body ahead of time for burial. 9 Amen, I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in all the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to hand Jesus over to them. 11 When they heard this, they were glad and promised to give him money. And Judas began looking for a good opportunity to hand him over.

12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was sacrificed, his disciples said to him, “Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?”

13 He sent two of his disciples and told them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him.[3] 14 Wherever he goes in, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large upstairs room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.”

16 The disciples left and went into the city. They found everything just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

17 When evening came, he arrived with the Twelve. 18 As they were reclining at the table and eating, Jesus said, “Amen, I tell you, one of you will hand me over — one who is eating with me.”

19 They began to be upset and said to him one after another, “Surely not I?”

20 He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve — one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21 The Son of Man goes just as it is written about him, but how terrible for that man by whom the Son of Man is handed over. It would be better for that man if he had never been born.”

22 While they were eating, he took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them. He said, “Take it. This is my body.”

23 Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and handed it to them, and they all drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the binding promise, poured out for many. 25 Amen, I tell you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

26 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

27 Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, because it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28 But after I am raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

29 Peter said to him, “Even if everyone else falls away, I will not.”

30 Jesus said to him, “Amen, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.”

31 But Peter insisted fiercely, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you.” And all of them said the same.

32 They came to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 He took Peter, James, and John with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34 He said to them, “My soul is crushed, to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch.”

35 Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 He said, “Abba, Father, everything is possible for you. Take this cup away from me. Yet not what I want, but what you want.”[4]

37 He returned and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? 38 Keep watch and pray, so that you won’t fall into testing. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

39 Once more he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40 When he came back, he found them sleeping again, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him.

41 He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough. The hour has come. Look — the Son of Man is being handed over into the hands of sinners. 42 Get up, let’s go. Look — the one handing me over is near.”

43 Right away, while he was still speaking, Judas — one of the Twelve — arrived. With him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 44 The one handing him over had given them a signal: “The one I kiss — that’s him. Seize him and lead him away under guard.”

45 As soon as he arrived, he went straight up to Jesus and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 They laid hands on him and arrested him.

47 One of those standing by drew his sword and struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his ear.

48 Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me, as if I were a bandit? 49 Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”

50 Then everyone deserted him and ran away.

51 A young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They grabbed hold of him, 52 but he left the linen cloth behind and ran away naked.

53 They led Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, elders, and scribes assembled. 54 Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. He sat with the guards and warmed himself by the fire.

55 The chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus so they could put him to death, but they found none. 56 Many gave false testimony against him, but their stories did not match.

57 Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and in three days I will build another not made with hands.’”[5] 59 But even on this point their testimony did not agree.

60 The high priest stood up in front of them and questioned Jesus: “Have you no answer? What is this they are testifying against you?” 61 But he remained silent and gave no answer.

Again the high priest questioned him: “Are you the Anointed One, the Son of the Blessed One?”

62 Jesus said, “I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.”[6]

63 The high priest tore his robes and said, “Why do we need any more witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy. What is your verdict?”

They all condemned him as deserving death. 65 Some began to spit on him, blindfold him, and beat him with their fists, saying, “Prophesy!” And the guards took him and slapped him.

66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the high priest’s servant girls came by. 67 She saw Peter warming himself, looked closely at him, and said, “You were also with that Nazarene — Jesus.”

68 But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he said. Then he went out to the gateway, and a rooster crowed.

69 The servant girl saw him there and began again to tell those standing nearby, “This man is one of them.” 70 But he denied it again.

A little later, those standing there said to Peter, “You really are one of them — you’re a Galilean, and your accent gives you away.”

71 He began to curse and swear: “I don’t know this man you’re talking about!”

72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said to him: “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and sobbed.

1“Nard” (spikenard) is an aromatic oil pressed from a flowering plant that grows high in the Himalayas of Nepal, India, and China. Because it had to travel thousands of miles overland to reach Judea, it was a genuine luxury.

2A single denarius was roughly a day’s pay for an ordinary laborer. Three hundred of them, then, came to nearly a year’s wages.

3Fetching and carrying water was ordinarily women’s work; the women and girls of a household carried the jars. A man doing it would stand out in a crowd.

4“Abba” is Aramaic, the everyday language Jesus spoke, and Mark keeps the original word. Despite a popular claim that it means “Daddy,” it was a normal term grown children used for their father — familiar and warm, but not baby talk.

5The charge that Jesus threatened to destroy the temple and rebuild it “not made with hands” in three days echoes words attributed to him elsewhere in the Gospels.

6Jesus’ answer weaves together two well-known passages: a psalm about a figure seated at God’s right hand (Psalm 110) and Daniel’s vision of “one like a son of man” coming with the clouds (Daniel 7).


Mark · Chapter 15
Jesus Before Pilate, Mocked, Crucified, and Buried
The council hands Jesus to Pilate; he is condemned, mocked, and killed.
Right at dawn the chief priests, with the elders, the scribes, and the whole council, made their plan. They tied Jesus up, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.

2 Pilate questioned him: “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “You say so.”

3 And the chief priests kept accusing him of many things.

4 Pilate questioned him again: “You have nothing to say? Look how many charges they’re bringing against you.”

5 But Jesus gave no further answer at all, and Pilate was amazed.

6 Now at the feast Pilate used to release one prisoner for them — whoever they asked for.

7 There was a man called Barabbas, locked up with the rebels who had committed murder during the uprising.[1]

8 The crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do what he usually did for them.

9 Pilate answered them: “Do you want me to release the king of the Jews for you?”

10 He knew the chief priests had handed Jesus over out of envy.

11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas instead.

12 Pilate spoke to them again: “What do you want me to do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?”

13 They shouted back, “Crucify him!”

14 Pilate said to them, “Why? What crime has he committed?” But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”

15 Pilate wanted to satisfy the crowd, so he released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, then handed him over to be crucified.[2]

16 The soldiers led Jesus inside the courtyard — that is, the governor’s headquarters — and called the whole company together.

17 They dressed him in purple, twisted together a crown of thorns, and put it on him.

18 Then they began to salute him: “Hail, king of the Jews!”

19 They kept hitting him on the head with a reed, spitting on him, and kneeling down as if worshiping him.

20 When they had finished mocking him, they stripped off the purple and put his own clothes back on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

• • •

21 They forced a passerby to carry his cross — Simon from Cyrene, coming in from the countryside, the father of Alexander and Rufus.[3]

22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means Skull Place.

23 They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he wouldn’t take it.[4]

24 And they crucified him. They divided up his clothes by casting lots to see who would get what.

25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him.[5]

26 The written notice of the charge against him read: “The King of the Jews.”

27 They crucified two bandits with him, one on his right and one on his left.

29 People passing by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “Ha! You who would tear down the temple and build it in three days — 30 save yourself! Come down from the cross!”

31 The chief priests and the scribes mocked him among themselves the same way. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself.

32 Let the Anointed One, the king of Israel, come down from the cross right now, so we can see it and believe.” Even those crucified with him taunted him.

33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.

34 At three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” — which means, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”

35 Some of those standing nearby heard it and said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”

36 Someone ran and soaked a sponge in sour wine, put it on a reed, and held it up for him to drink. “Wait,” he said, “let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down.”

37 But Jesus let out a loud cry and breathed his last.

38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.

39 The officer standing there facing him saw how he breathed his last and said, “Truly this man was the Son of God.”

40 There were also women watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and Joses, and Salome — 41 women who had followed him and served him when he was in Galilee. And many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were there.

• • •

42 Evening had already come, and since it was Preparation Day — that is, the day before the Sabbath — 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected council member who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, gathered his courage and went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus.

44 Pilate was surprised to hear that Jesus was already dead. He called the officer and asked whether Jesus had been dead for some time.

45 When the officer confirmed it, Pilate gave the body to Joseph.

46 Joseph bought a linen cloth, took Jesus down, wrapped him in the linen, and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.

47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.

1Pilate’s years as governor (roughly 26–36 CE) saw repeated flare-ups of unrest — over Roman military standards brought into Jerusalem, over Temple funds diverted to build an aqueduct, and other clashes that ended in bloodshed. Barabbas is described as jailed with men caught in one such “uprising,” the kind of brief, violent trouble that recurred under Roman rule.

2Roman scourging was a standard preliminary to crucifixion, a legally routine step before execution rather than a separate punishment. This was distinct from Jewish flogging, which the law capped at forty strokes — in practice thirty-nine, to guard against an accidental miscount.

3Cyrene was a major Greek-founded city in North Africa, in what is now Libya, and home to a large, well-established Jewish community that kept synagogues and traveled to Jerusalem for the festivals. Mark alone names Simon’s sons, Alexander and Rufus — apparently men his first readers would recognize.

4Myrrh is a tree resin with mild pain-dulling properties, and mixed into wine it made a rough sedative. This seems to have been a Jewish act of mercy rather than Roman procedure: the Talmud (Sanhedrin 43a) recalls that noblewomen of Jerusalem would offer such drugged wine to those being led out to die.

5The Greek reads “the third hour.” Jews of the period counted the daylight from sunrise to sunset as twelve hours, so the day began around 6 a.m. and the third hour fell at about 9 a.m. — hence our rendering.


Mark · Chapter 16
The Empty Tomb
Three women come to anoint a body — and find the stone already rolled away.
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so they could go and anoint him. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they went to the tomb.[1] 3 They were saying to each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance for us?”[2] 4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone — which was huge — had already been rolled away.

5 They went into the tomb and saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were terrified.[3] 6 But he said to them, “Don’t be afraid. You’re looking for Jesus of Nazareth, the one who was crucified. He has been raised. He’s not here. Look — this is the place where they laid him. 7 Now go, tell his disciples — and Peter — that he is going ahead of you into Galilee. You’ll see him there, just as he told you.”[4]

8 They went out and ran from the tomb, because trembling and shock had seized them. And they said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.

• • •

The Shorter Ending of Mark

A few manuscripts add these words after verse 8. The earliest and most reliable manuscripts end the Gospel at verse 8.


They gave a brief report of everything they had been instructed to say to those around Peter. After this, Jesus himself sent out through them the sacred and imperishable message of eternal salvation, from the east and as far as the west. Amen.

• • •

The Longer Ending of Mark (16:9–20)

The earliest and most reliable manuscripts do not include verses 9 through 20. Later manuscripts add this ending, which is printed here.


9 After he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had driven out seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been with him, who were mourning and crying. 11 But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe it. 12 After these things, he showed himself in a different form to two of them as they were walking along, going into the country. 13 They went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them either. 14 Later he showed himself to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he scolded them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen him after he had been raised. 15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to every creature. 16 The one who believes and is baptized will be saved, but the one who does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: in my name they will drive out demons, they will speak in new tongues, 18 they will pick up snakes, and if they drink anything deadly it will not hurt them at all; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will be well.” 19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and proclaimed everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message through the signs that followed.

1In the Jewish reckoning a day ran from sunset to sunset, so “the first day of the week” had already begun at sundown on Saturday. The phrase “very early” (λίαν πρωῒ) points to the dim start of the morning, just as the sun was coming up.

2The disk-shaped or boulder stones that sealed rock-cut tombs of this period could weigh a ton or more, hard for a few people to shift. The text calls this one “huge.”

3Mark simply calls him a “young man” (νεανίσκον), not an angel. In Jewish writings of the era, white garments marked heavenly and righteous figures. It is the same word Mark used for the young man who ran off naked at Jesus’ arrest.

4The phrase “just as he told you” points back to Jesus’ words on the night he was arrested, when he said that after being raised he would go ahead of them to Galilee (Mark 14:28). Galilee lay some 65 to 80 miles north of Jerusalem — Nazareth to Capernaum — the disciples’ home country where the story began.



    
      Part III

      The Gospel According to Luke

      • • •

    

  Luke · Chapter 1
Two Births Foretold
A priest, a young woman, and the God who opens wombs and futures.
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 So I too, having carefully investigated everything from the beginning, decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,[1] 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.[2] 6 Both of them were upright before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both of them were well along in years.

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And at the hour of incense, the whole crowd of people was praying outside.

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was shaken, and fear fell on him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah. Your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to name him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb.[3] 16 He will turn many of the people of Israel back to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of those who do right — to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”[4]

18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man, and my wife is well along in years.”

19 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and unable to speak until the day these things happen, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.”

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 When the days of his service were completed, he went back home.

24 After these days, his wife Elizabeth conceived. She kept herself in seclusion for five months, saying, 25 “This is what the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my disgrace among people.”

26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin pledged in marriage to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

29 She was deeply troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this could be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary. You have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never end.”

34 Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I have not known a man?”

35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 And see — your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age, and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”

38 Mary said, “I am the Lord’s slave. Let it be to me according to your word.” Then the angel left her.

39 In those days Mary got up and hurried into the hill country, to a town of Judah. 40 She entered Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 She cried out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For as soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And fortunate is she who believed that what was spoken to her by the Lord would be fulfilled.”

46 And Mary said:

“My soul praises the greatness of the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble state of his slave. From now on all generations will call me fortunate, 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me — holy is his name. 50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones and lifted up the humble. 53 He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful, 55 just as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his descendants forever.”

56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then returned home.

57 When the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they rejoiced with her.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father Zechariah. 60 But his mother spoke up and said, “No. He is to be called John.”

61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives with that name.” 62 Then they made signs to his father to find out what he would like to name the child.

63 He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came on all who lived around them, and throughout the whole hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 66 Everyone who heard this took it to heart and said, “What then will this child become?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying:

68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and set them free. 69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David,[5] 70 just as he said through his holy prophets of long ago — 71 salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, 72 to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy binding promise, 73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear 75 in holiness and right living before him all our days.

76 And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the dawn from on high will visit us, 79 to shine on those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he lived in the desert until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.

1The Greek word behind “most excellent” (kratiste) is a formal term of respect, the same one Luke later uses in Acts when addressing the Roman governors Felix and Festus. It suggests Theophilus was a person of some rank or standing, perhaps Luke’s patron. Beyond the name — which means “friend of God” or “loved by God” — his identity is unknown.

2According to 1 Chronicles 24, the priests were organized into twenty-four divisions that each took turns serving in the temple. Abijah’s was the eighth of these. With so many priests, the chance to burn incense in the sanctuary was assigned by lot and might come only once in a lifetime.

3Abstaining from wine and strong drink echoes the Nazirite vow of Numbers 6, a dedication to God that also involved not cutting one’s hair and avoiding the dead. Such vows were normally taken for a set period; the angel describes this as John’s way of life from the womb, marking him out like the earlier lifelong Nazirites Samson and Samuel.

4This draws directly on Malachi 4:5–6, which promised that God would send the prophet Elijah before “the great and dreadful day of the Lord,” turning “the hearts of the fathers to their children.” By the first century this had grown into a widespread expectation that Elijah would reappear to prepare the way for the Messiah — a hope still marked at the Passover seder, where a cup is poured for Elijah and the door opened for him.

5In Hebrew scripture the horn — the strength of a charging animal — became a stock image for power and victory, as in “the Lord is… the horn of my salvation” (Psalm 18:2).


Luke · Chapter 2
The Birth of Jesus and the Boy in the Temple
A child is born in Bethlehem, and the old recognize him.
In those days, Caesar Augustus sent out a decree that a census should be taken of the whole empire. 2 (This was the first census, taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)[1] 3 And everyone went to be registered, each to his own town.

4 So Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea to the city of David called Bethlehem — because he was of the house and family line of David. 5 He went to register with Mary, who was pledged to him in marriage and was expecting a child.

6 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth, 7 and she delivered her firstborn son. She wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a feeding trough, because there was no room for them in the guest room.[2]

8 Now there were shepherds in that same region, staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock at night. 9 An angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Look — I’m bringing you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the city of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Anointed One, the Lord. 12 And here is the sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a feeding trough.”

13 Suddenly, a whole host of heaven’s army was with the angel, praising God and saying:

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those he favors.”[3]

15 When the angels had left them and gone back into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the feeding trough. 17 When they saw him, they spread the word of what they had been told about this child. 18 And everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these words, turning them over in her heart. 20 The shepherds went back, honoring and praising God for everything they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them.

21 When eight days had passed and it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus — the name the angel had given before he was conceived in the womb.

22 And when the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord: “Every firstborn male shall be called holy to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord: a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.[4]

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. This man was upright and devout, waiting for the comfort of Israel,[5] and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 The Holy Spirit had revealed to him that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Anointed One. 27 Led by the Spirit, he came into the temple. And when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

29 “Now, Master, you are letting your slave go in peace, just as you said. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared before all peoples — 32 a light of revelation to the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother: “Listen: this child is set for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that will be spoken against —[6] 35 and a sword will pierce your own soul as well — so that the thoughts of many hearts may be laid bare.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old. She had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer.[7] 38 Coming up at that very hour, she began giving thanks to God and speaking about the child to all who were waiting for the freeing of Jerusalem.

39 When they had done everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

41 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up according to the custom of the feast. 43 After the festival days were over, they started home, but the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem — and his parents didn’t know it. 44 Assuming he was in the traveling group, they went a day’s journey and then began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they didn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him.

46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was astonished at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were stunned. His mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.”

49 He said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he meant.

51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these words in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and people.

1Publius Sulpicius Quirinius was the Roman legate governing Syria, the province that oversaw Judea. A Roman census (apographē) was a registration of a subject population, taken for taxation.

2The word rendered “guest room” is katalyma, a lodging or spare room in a house — the same word Luke uses for the “upper room” of the Last Supper (22:11). It is not the ordinary word for a commercial inn.

3The manuscripts split here. The oldest read a genitive, eudokias, giving “peace among those he favors” — peace for the people God has chosen. Later manuscripts behind the King James Version read a nominative, eudokia, giving the familiar “peace, good will toward men.” A single letter shifts the promise from peace to certain people toward peace and goodwill for all.

4The law in Leviticus 12 required a lamb for this offering, but permitted “two turtledoves or two young pigeons” for anyone who could not afford one.

5The Greek word is paraklēsis, “comfort” or “consolation”; older English versions render the phrase “the consolation of Israel.” In the Greek Old Testament the same word-root opens Isaiah 40:1 — “Comfort, comfort my people.”

6The Greek reads keitai eis ptōsin kai anastasin pollōn — literally “is set for the fall and rising of many.” The word for “rising,” anastasis, is the word the New Testament elsewhere uses for resurrection. “Spoken against” is antilegomenon, “contradicted, opposed”; Luke uses the same verb of the earliest Christians in Acts 28:22 — “everywhere it is spoken against.”

7The Greek is ambiguous. It can mean Anna was eighty-four years old, or that she had been a widow for eighty-four years — which, added to a marriage that began in her youth, would put her past a hundred. Translators have gone both ways, and the text does not settle it.


Luke · Chapter 3
A Voice Shouting in the Desert
John the Baptist prepares the way, and Jesus is revealed.
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar — Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod was ruler of Galilee, his brother Philip ruler of Iturea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene —[1][2] 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah, in the desert.[3] 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of a changed heart for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:

“A voice of one shouting in the desert: ‘Get the Lord’s road ready, make his paths straight. 5 Every ravine will be filled in, and every mountain and hill will be brought low. The crooked places will become straight, and the rough roads smooth. 6 And all people will see the salvation of God.’”

7 So John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You nest of vipers! Who warned you to run from the coming anger? 8 Produce fruit that shows your hearts have really changed. And don’t start saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I’m telling you, God can raise up children for Abraham out of these stones. 9 The ax is already lying at the root of the trees. So every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 The crowds asked him, “What should we do then?”

11 He answered them, “Whoever has two tunics should share with the one who has none, and whoever has food should do the same.”

12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?”

13 He told them, “Collect nothing more than what you’re authorized to collect.”

14 Soldiers asked him too, “And what about us? What should we do?”

He said to them, “Don’t shake anyone down or accuse anyone falsely. Be content with your wages.”

15 The people were waiting expectantly, and everyone was wondering in their hearts about John — whether he might be the Anointed One. 16 John answered them all: “I baptize you with water. But someone stronger than I am is coming — I’m not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.[4] 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, ready to clear his threshing floor and gather the wheat into his barn. But the chaff he will burn with fire that never goes out.”

18 So with many other appeals like these, he kept preaching good news to the people. 19 But Herod the ruler — confronted by John about Herodias, his brother’s wife,[5] and about all the evil things Herod had done — 20 added this on top of everything else: he locked John up in prison.

21 Now when all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit came down on him in bodily form, like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, the one I love. In you I take delight.”[6]

23 Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his work. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph,

son of Eli, 24 son of Matthat, son of Levi, son of Melchi, son of Jannai, son of Joseph, 25 son of Mattathias, son of Amos, son of Nahum, son of Esli, son of Naggai, 26 son of Maath, son of Mattathias, son of Semein, son of Josech, son of Joda, 27 son of Joanan, son of Rhesa, son of Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, son of Neri, 28 son of Melchi, son of Addi, son of Cosam, son of Elmadam, son of Er, 29 son of Joshua, son of Eliezer, son of Jorim, son of Matthat, son of Levi, 30 son of Simeon, son of Judah, son of Joseph, son of Jonam, son of Eliakim, 31 son of Melea, son of Menna, son of Mattatha, son of Nathan, son of David, 32 son of Jesse, son of Obed, son of Boaz, son of Sala, son of Nahshon, 33 son of Amminadab, son of Admin, son of Arni, son of Hezron, son of Perez, son of Judah, 34 son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham, son of Terah, son of Nahor, 35 son of Serug, son of Reu, son of Peleg, son of Eber, son of Shelah, 36 son of Cainan, son of Arphaxad, son of Shem, son of Noah, son of Lamech, 37 son of Methuselah, son of Enoch, son of Jared, son of Mahalalel, son of Cainan, 38 son of Enosh, son of Seth, son of Adam, son of God.

1Tiberius became emperor in AD 14, which puts his fifteenth year at about AD 28–29 (some reckon it from an earlier co-regency, which would move it a year or two earlier) — Luke’s most precise time-stamp for when the story begins.

2This is Herod Antipas, a son of Herod the Great. The Greek title is tetrarchēs — literally “ruler of a quarter,” a lesser rank than king, marking a smaller territory held under Roman oversight. Herod the Great’s kingdom was divided among his heirs; the same title is applied to his brother Philip and to Lysanias in this verse.

3Naming two high priests at once reflects a real situation. The Romans had deposed Annas around AD 15 and eventually installed his son-in-law Caiaphas, who held the office officially — yet Annas kept enormous influence behind the scenes and was still spoken of as high priest.

4Removing and carrying a person’s sandals was work left to slaves — so lowly that a student was not expected to do it even for his teacher.

5Herod Antipas had divorced his first wife to marry Herodias, the wife of his own brother (Mark 6:17 names the brother Philip) — and the brother was still living, so the marriage broke Jewish law (Leviticus 18:16; 20:21). That is the charge Mark quotes John making to Herod’s face: “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” The historian Josephus independently records the marriage and John’s imprisonment and death at the fortress of Machaerus (Antiquities 18.109–119).

6The heavenly voice weaves together two lines of Hebrew scripture: “You are my Son” echoes Psalm 2:7, spoken of a king, while “in you I take delight” recalls Isaiah 42:1, spoken of God’s chosen servant.


Luke · Chapter 4
The Testing in the Desert and Rejection at Nazareth
Jesus is tested, then begins his work with power and conflict.
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when they were over he was hungry.

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered him, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”

5 Then the devil led him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 The devil said to him, “I will give you all this authority and their glory, because it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I want. 7 So if you will worship before me, it will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered him, “It is written: ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”

9 Then the devil brought him to Jerusalem, stood him on the highest point of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here.[1] 10 For it is written: ‘He will give his angels orders about you, to guard you,’ 11 and, ‘On their hands they will lift you up, so you won’t strike your foot against a stone.’”

12 Jesus answered him, “It has been said: ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

13 When the devil had finished every test, he left him until an opportune time.

14 Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news about him spread through all the surrounding region. 15 He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

16 He came to Nazareth, where he had been raised, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to send the oppressed away in freedom, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”[2]

20 He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

22 Everyone spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words coming from his mouth. They said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

23 He said to them, “You will certainly quote this proverb to me: ‘Doctor, heal yourself.’ You’ll say, ‘Do here in your hometown what we heard happened in Capernaum.’” 24 Then he said, “Amen, I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 Truly, I tell you: there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up for three years and six months and a great famine came over all the land. 26 Yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to Zarephath in the land of Sidon, to a widow woman.[3] 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, except Naaman the Syrian.”

28 When they heard these things, everyone in the synagogue was filled with rage. 29 They rose up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so they could throw him off the cliff. 30 But he passed through the middle of them and went on his way.

31 He went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbath. 32 They were astonished at his teaching, because his word carried authority.

33 In the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Ha! What do you have to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are — the Holy One of God.”[4]

35 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him.” The demon threw the man down in the middle of them and came out of him without hurting him at all.

36 Amazement came over them all, and they talked among themselves, saying, “What kind of word is this? With authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37 And word about him spread into every place in the surrounding region.

38 Jesus got up from the synagogue and went into Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked him about her.[5] 39 He stood over her, rebuked the fever, and it left her. Immediately she got up and began serving them.

40 As the sun was setting, everyone who had any sick with various diseases brought them to him. He laid his hands on each one of them and healed them. 41 Demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, “You are the Son of God.” But he rebuked them and would not let them speak, because they knew he was the Anointed One.

42 When day came, he left and went to a deserted place. The crowds were looking for him and came to him, trying to keep him from leaving them. 43 But he said to them, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well, because that is why I was sent.” 44 And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.[6]

1The Greek word, πτερύγιον, means a “little wing” or projecting point. It is usually identified with the southeastern corner of the temple complex, where the wall rose above the Kidron valley far below.

2This line from Isaiah 61 echoes the Jubilee of Leviticus 25 — a year when debts were cancelled, slaves freed, and family land restored. By Jesus’ day the Jubilee was not observed as an actual practice, but it lived on as a symbol of hoped-for release and restoration.

3Zarephath was a Phoenician town on the Mediterranean coast between Sidon and Tyre — foreign, Gentile ground outside Israel. In the story Jesus cites (1 Kings 17), Elijah is sent to a widow there rather than to any in Israel.

4The Greek is a single exclamation, Ἔα, an expression of surprise or alarm that appears nowhere else in the Gospels. Translators often leave it as a raw sound because it functions less as a word than as a startled cry.

5Where Matthew and Mark simply say she had a fever, Luke calls it a “great fever” (πυρετῷ μεγάλῳ). Greek medical writers distinguished between “great” and “lesser” fevers as diagnostic categories, and this precise wording is one of the small touches often cited to support the old tradition that Luke was a physician.

6Many manuscripts read “Galilee” here instead of “Judea,” and several modern translations follow that reading — a natural fit, since Jesus has been working in the north. “Judea” strictly means the southern province around Jerusalem, so Luke may be using it loosely for the whole Jewish land, or the wording may have been adjusted by later copyists.


Luke · Chapter 5
Jesus Calls His First Disciples, Heals a Leper, and Faces Growing Questions
A crowd presses in, a catch stuns the fishermen, and everything begins to change.
The crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, and he was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret.[1] 2 He saw two boats pulled up at the edge of the lake. The fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats — it was Simon’s — and asked him to push out a little from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.

4 When he finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Push out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.”

5 Simon answered, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing. But at your word I’ll let down the nets.”[2] 6 When they did this, they trapped a huge number of fish. Their nets began to tear. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. They came and filled both boats so full that they started to sink.

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord — I’m a sinful man.” 9 He and everyone with him were gripped with awe at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners.

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid. From now on you’ll be catching people.”

11 They brought the boats to shore, left everything, and followed him.

• • •

12 While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you’re willing, you can make me clean.”

13 Jesus reached out his hand and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean.” And at once the leprosy left him.

14 Jesus ordered him not to tell anyone. “But go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the sacrifice for your cleansing that Moses commanded — as a witness to them.”[3]

15 But the word about him spread all the more. Huge crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 Yet he would slip away to deserted places and pray.

• • •

17 One day while he was teaching, some Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from every village in Galilee, and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to heal.

18 Some men arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. They were trying to bring him in and set him down in front of Jesus. 19 When they couldn’t find a way to get him in because of the crowd, they went up onto the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the room, right in front of Jesus.[4]

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”

21 The scribes and Pharisees began to argue in their minds. “Who is this who speaks blasphemy?” they said. “Who can forgive sins except God alone?”

22 Jesus knew what they were thinking. He answered them, “Why are you arguing in your hearts? 23 Which is easier — to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But so you’ll know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” — he turned to the paralyzed man — “I tell you, get up, pick up your mat, and go home.”

25 At once the man stood up in front of them, picked up what he had been lying on, and went home praising God. 26 Astonishment seized everyone. They praised God and were filled with awe, saying, “We’ve seen incredible things today.”

• • •

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at the tax booth. He said to him, “Follow me.”[5] 28 Levi left everything, got up, and followed him.

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house. A large crowd of tax collectors and others were reclining at the table with them. 30 The Pharisees and their scribes grumbled to Jesus’ disciples: “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor — sick people do. 32 I haven’t come to call those who already do right, but sinners, to a change of heart.”

33 They said to him, “John’s disciples fast often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees — but yours go on eating and drinking.”

34 Jesus said to them, “You can’t make the wedding guests fast while the groom is with them, can you? 35 But the days will come when the groom is taken away from them — then they’ll fast, in those days.”

36 He also told them a parable: “No one tears a patch from a new cloak and sews it onto an old one. If they do, they’ll tear the new one, and the patch from the new won’t match the old. 37 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the new wine will burst the skins — the wine will spill out and the skins will be ruined.[6] 38 No, new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one who drinks old wine wants the new, because they say, ‘The old is good.’”

1This is the freshwater lake better known as the Sea of Galilee; in the first century it also went by Lake Tiberias and, in Hebrew, Kinneret. It is a modest body of water — roughly 13 miles long and 8 miles across — which is why the fishing villages around it formed a close, interconnected community.

2The Greek word here is epistates, a term of command and authority — think of a superintendent or overseer — that Luke alone among the Gospel writers uses. A few verses later the word changes to kyrie, “Lord” (5:8).

3Leviticus 14 lays out an elaborate procedure for a healed leper: the priest first inspects the person, then performs a ceremony with two birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop, followed days later by sacrifices of lambs and an anointing with oil. The priest, not the healer, held the authority to declare someone clean and readmit them to the community.

4Galilean village roofs were typically flat — timber beams laid across the walls, packed with branches and thick earthen plaster — reachable by an outside stair. Luke’s phrase “through the tiles” matches the tiled roofs of the Greco-Roman world.

5Tax collectors gathered customs duties and tolls on behalf of Rome, and were widely despised for collaborating with the occupying power and for padding their own pockets in the process. A booth by the lake would have taxed the fishing trade.

6Wineskins were made from whole animal hides, and a skin that had already held wine had stretched to its limit and grown brittle. Fresh wine, still fermenting, gives off gas and expands — enough to split a rigid old skin, losing both the wine and the container.


Luke · Chapter 6
Lord of the Sabbath and Words for the Crowd
Jesus redefines the Sabbath, chooses twelve, and teaches a hard way to live.
One Sabbath Jesus was walking through some grainfields, and his disciples began picking heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands, and eating them.[1] 2 Some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?”

3 Jesus answered them, “Haven’t you even read what David did when he and his men were hungry? 4 He went into the house of God, took the bread of the Presence, ate it, and gave it to his men — bread that is not lawful for anyone but the priests to eat.”[2] 5 And he said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

6 On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and taught. A man was there whose right hand was shriveled. 7 The scribes and the Pharisees were watching him closely, to see if he would heal on the Sabbath, so they could find a charge against him. 8 But he knew what they were thinking. He said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand here in the middle.” The man got up and stood there.

9 Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you: is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm — to save a life or to destroy it?” 10 He looked around at all of them, then said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” The man did, and his hand was restored. 11 But they were filled with rage and began talking with one another about what they might do to Jesus.

12 In those days Jesus went out to the mountain to pray, and he spent the whole night in prayer to God. 13 When day came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also named messengers: 14 Simon, whom he also named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip and Bartholomew, 15 and Matthew and Thomas, and James son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot,[3] 16 and Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.[4]

17 He came down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there, along with a huge crowd of people from all over Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon.[5] 18 They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by unclean spirits were cured, 19 and the whole crowd was trying to touch him, because power was coming out from him and healing them all.

20 Then he lifted up his eyes toward his disciples and said:

“Fortunate are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Fortunate are you who hunger now, for you will be filled. Fortunate are you who cry now, for you will laugh.

22 Fortunate are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you and insult you and throw out your name as evil because of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because your reward is great in heaven. That is exactly how their ancestors treated the prophets.

24 But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 25 Woe to you who are full now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and cry.

26 Woe to you when all people speak well of you, for that is exactly how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

27 But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. 28 Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you. 29 To the one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also. And from the one who takes your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.[6] 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and from the one who takes what is yours, do not demand it back. 31 And as you want people to do to you, do the same to them.

32 If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to get back the same amount.

35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you — a good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”[7]

39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Won’t both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.

41 Why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but you don’t notice the log in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself don’t see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite. First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck in your brother’s eye.

43 No good tree produces rotten fruit, and again, no rotten tree produces good fruit. 44 Each tree is known by its own fruit. People don’t gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a bramble bush. 45 The good person, out of the good treasure of his heart, brings out what is good. And the evil person, out of the evil treasure, brings out what is evil. For the mouth speaks from what fills the heart.

46 Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I say? 47 Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them — I will show you what he is like: 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. When a flood came, the river burst against that house but could not shake it, because it had been well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The river burst against it, and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”

1Plucking grain by hand from a neighbor’s field was permitted (Deuteronomy 23:25). Later Jewish tradition listed thirty-nine categories of work forbidden on the Sabbath, among them harvesting, threshing, and grinding — and rubbing heads of grain to eat them could be read as doing all three in miniature.

2This was a row of loaves — twelve of them — kept on a table in the sanctuary and replaced each week, holy food that Leviticus 24:5-9 reserves for the priests alone. Jesus is citing the episode in 1 Samuel 21, where the fugitive David and his men eat it anyway.

3The Greek zēlōtēs means “zealous one.” It is unclear whether it marks Simon as a member of an organized armed faction or simply describes his fervor, since the revolutionary party historians call the Zealots is usually dated to the run-up to the war with Rome (66-70 AD), after Jesus’ lifetime. The label is old enough that its precise sense was already uncertain.

4The Greek word here is prodotes, “traitor.” It is the only place in the four Gospels that word appears. Everywhere else, what Judas did is described with paradidomi, “to hand over” — the same verb used when the chief priests hand Jesus to Pilate, when Pilate hands him to be crucified, and when the disciples are warned they will be handed over to councils.

5Tyre and Sidon were old Phoenician port cities up the coast to the north, in what is now Lebanon — largely Gentile territory outside Israel.

6The tunic (chitōn) was the inner garment worn against the skin; the cloak (himation) was the heavier outer one, doubling as a blanket at night. Jewish law protected it: a cloak taken as security for a loan had to be returned by sunset, “because that cloak is the only covering your neighbor has” (Exodus 22:26-27).

7The image is a grain merchant filling a measure to overflowing — pressing it down and shaking it so more will fit, then letting it spill. The “lap” is the fold of a loose outer garment, gathered up and used as a pouch to carry the heaped grain home.


Luke · Chapter 7
An Officer’s Faith, a Widow’s Son, and a Woman Who Loved Much
Jesus heals from a distance, raises the dead, and forgives a sinner.
When Jesus had finished saying all these things in the hearing of the people, he went into Capernaum. 2 There was an army officer there whose slave, a man he valued highly, was sick and about to die.[1] 3 When the officer heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave. 4 They came to Jesus and pleaded earnestly with him. “This man deserves to have you do this,” they said, 5 “because he loves our nation and he built our synagogue for us.”

6 So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the officer sent friends to him with this message: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself. I’m not worthy to have you come under my roof. 7 That’s why I didn’t even consider myself worthy to come to you. Just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I too am a man placed under authority, with soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him. He turned to the crowd following him and said, “I tell you, I haven’t found faith like this — not even in Israel.” 10 And when the men who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave completely well.

11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain. His disciples and a large crowd went with him. 12 As he came near the town gate, a dead man was being carried out — the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. A large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her. “Don’t cry,” he said.

14 He went up and touched the stretcher, and the men carrying it stopped. He said, “Young man, I tell you — get up.”[2] 15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.

16 Fear gripped everyone there. They praised God and said, “A great prophet has risen among us,” and, “God has come to help his people.” 17 This news about Jesus spread through all Judea and the whole surrounding region.

18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. John called two of his disciples to him 19 and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”

20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?’”

21 At that very hour, Jesus healed many people of diseases, afflictions, and evil spirits, and he gave sight to many who were blind. 22 He answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news preached to them. 23 And fortunate is anyone who does not stumble over me.”

24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John. “What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swaying in the wind? 25 What did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? Look, those who wear splendid clothes and live in luxury are in palaces. 26 What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you — and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written:

‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’

28 I tell you, among those born of women, no one is greater than John. Yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

29 (All the people who heard this, even the tax collectors, acknowledged God’s justice, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism. 30 But the Pharisees and the legal experts rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by him.)

31 “What then shall I compare the people of this generation to? What are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to each other:

‘We played the flute for you, and you didn’t dance; we sang a funeral song, and you didn’t cry.’

33 John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look — a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is proved right by all her children.”

36 One of the Pharisees invited Jesus to eat with him. So he went into the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who was known as a sinner learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house. She brought an alabaster jar of perfume,[3] 38 and she stood behind him at his feet, crying. She began to wet his feet with her tears and wipe them with her hair. She kissed his feet and poured perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is — that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”

“Teacher,” he said, “tell me.”

41 “Two men owed money to a certain lender. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.[4] 42 Neither of them could pay him back, so he forgave both debts. Now, which of them will love him more?”

43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.[5] 45 You gave me no kiss, but this woman, from the moment I came in, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 So I tell you, her many sins are forgiven — that’s why she loved much. But the one who is forgiven little, loves little.”

48 Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

49 The others at the table began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

1The Greek word means “commander of a hundred” — an officer over a unit of roughly eighty to a hundred soldiers. Luke never calls him Roman, and Capernaum lay in Galilee, ruled by Herod Antipas, so he may well have belonged to Antipas’s forces rather than the Roman legions. Either way he was a Gentile. Mark uses the Latin loanword instead — kenturiōn. Luke calls the sick man a doulos (slave) here but a pais (boy/servant) in verse 7 — the same man, named two ways.

2The “stretcher” (soros) is the open bier on which the body was carried. In Jewish law, contact with a corpse — directly or through the bier — brought ritual impurity, requiring days of purification.

3An “alabastron” was a small flask, originally carved from soft alabaster stone, used to hold costly scented oil. At the anointing in Bethany (Mark 14) the contents of such a jar are valued at three hundred denarii — close to a year’s wages for a laborer.

4A denarius was about a day’s pay for a common laborer. So the larger debt of five hundred denarii amounts to well over a year and a half of wages, the smaller to nearly two months’ — both real burdens, but one many times the other.

5Basic hospitality obliged a host to offer an arriving guest water for the feet, a greeting kiss, and oil for the head.


Luke · Chapter 8
Jesus Travels and Teaches, Heals and Delivers
The kingdom is sown like seed; wind, demons, sickness, and death obey.
After this, Jesus traveled from town to town and village to village, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out; 3 Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household manager; Susanna; and many others. These women were supporting them out of their own means.[1]

4 A large crowd was gathering, and people were coming to him from town after town. He spoke to them with a parable:

5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled down, and the birds of the sky ate it up. 6 Some fell on rock, and when it grew up, it withered because it had no moisture. 7 Some fell in among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8 And some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a crop a hundred times over.” As he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.”

9 His disciples began asking him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it comes in parables, so that

‘they may look and never see, and listen and never understand.’[2]

11 “Now this is what the parable means: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are those who hear, but then the devil comes and takes the word away from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 The ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy. But these have no root. They believe for a while, but in a time of testing they fall away. 14 And what fell into the thorns — these are the ones who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life, and they do not bring fruit to maturity. 15 But the seed in the good soil — these are the ones who, with a good and honest heart, hear the word, hold it fast, and bear fruit with patient endurance.

16 “No one lights a lamp and then covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, they put it on a lampstand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17 For there is nothing hidden that will not be brought into the open, and nothing concealed that will not be known and come to light. 18 So pay attention to how you listen. For whoever has, more will be given to him; and whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.”

19 Now his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. 20 Someone told him, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are these — the ones who hear the word of God and do it.”

22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let’s go across to the other side of the lake.” So they set out. 23 And as they sailed, he fell asleep. A fierce windstorm swept down on the lake, and the boat was filling with water, and they were in danger. 24 They came to him and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to die!”

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging water. They stopped, and there was a calm. 25 Then he said to them, “Where is your faith?”

But they were afraid and amazed, and they said to one another, “Who then is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him!”

26 They sailed on to the region of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee.[3] 27 When Jesus stepped out onto the land, a man from the town met him — a man who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but among the tombs.

28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before him, and said in a loud voice, “What do you have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torment me!” 29 For Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him. He would be kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the restraints and be driven by the demon into the desert.

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

He said, “Legion” — because many demons had gone into him.[4] 31 And they kept begging him not to order them to go into the abyss.

32 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged him to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man and went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned.

34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they ran off and reported it in the town and in the countryside. 35 Then people went out to see what had happened. They came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone out sitting at Jesus’ feet — clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been saved.

37 Then the whole crowd from the surrounding region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were gripped with great fear. So he got into the boat and went back.

38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to stay with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Go back to your home, and tell everything God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole town everything Jesus had done for him.

40 When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him. 41 And look — a man named Jairus came forward. He was a ruler of the synagogue. He fell at Jesus’ feet and kept begging him to come to his house, 42 because he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying.

As Jesus went, the crowds were pressing in on him. 43 And there was a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years. She had spent all she had on doctors, but no one could heal her. 44 She came up behind him and touched the tassel of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.[5]

45 Jesus said, “Who touched me?”

While everyone was denying it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds are pressing and crushing against you!” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, because I know power has gone out from me.”

47 When the woman saw that she could not go unnoticed, she came trembling and fell down before him. In front of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been healed at once. 48 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

49 While he was still speaking, someone came from the synagogue ruler’s house and said, “Your daughter is dead. Don’t trouble the teacher anymore.”

50 But when Jesus heard this, he answered him, “Don’t be afraid. Only believe, and she will be saved.”

51 When he arrived at the house, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John, James, and the child’s father and mother. 52 Everyone was crying and beating their chests for her. But he said, “Stop crying. She is not dead — she is sleeping.”[6]

53 And they laughed at him, knowing she was dead. 54 But he took her by the hand and called out, “Child, get up.” 55 Her spirit returned, and she stood up at once. And he told them to give her something to eat. 56 Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them to tell no one what had happened.

1Chuza was Herod Antipas’s “epitropos” — his household manager or steward, a trusted administrator of the ruler’s estate and finances. That places Joanna inside the tetrarch’s court, a woman of means.

2Jesus is quoting Isaiah 6:9–10, words spoken when the prophet was first commissioned to a people who would hear and still refuse to turn. The same Isaiah passage is echoed repeatedly across the New Testament.

3The manuscripts disagree here, reading “Gerasenes,” “Gadarenes,” or “Gergesenes.” The puzzle is geographical: the story needs a steep bank running down into the lake, yet the best-known city of Gerasa (modern Jerash) lay about 35 miles inland. This is why some copyists and readers have preferred Gergesa, a site right on the eastern shore that better fits a herd rushing into the water.

4A legion was the largest unit of the Roman army, in the first century numbering roughly five to six thousand soldiers. In a land under Roman occupation, the word named the occupying army.

5Kraspedon — the tassel, tzitzit in Hebrew, that Israelite men were commanded to wear on the corners of the outer garment (Numbers 15:37–41).

6The Greek verb (“ekoptonto”) describes loud, physical lament — beating the breast, wailing aloud. In first-century Jewish practice mourning began at once, often with hired mourners making a public display of grief, since burial followed quickly after death.


Luke · Chapter 9
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve
Power and authority given; the crowds fed; the Anointed One revealed.
Jesus called the Twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to heal diseases. 2 Then he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 He told them, “Take nothing for the journey — no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, and don’t take a second tunic. 4 Whatever house you enter, stay there, and leave from there. 5 And wherever they won’t welcome you, when you leave that town shake the dust off your feet as a witness against them.”[1] 6 So they set out and went through the villages, telling the good news and healing people everywhere.

7 Now Herod the ruler heard about everything that was happening, and he was deeply puzzled because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead,[2] 8 and some that Elijah had appeared, and others that one of the ancient prophets had risen. 9 Herod said, “I beheaded John. So who is this I keep hearing such things about?” And he kept trying to see him.

10 When the messengers returned, they told Jesus everything they had done. He took them and withdrew privately to a town called Bethsaida.[3] 11 But the crowds found out and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and he healed those who needed healing.

12 As the day began to fade, the Twelve came and said to him, “Send the crowd away so they can go into the surrounding villages and farms to find lodging and food, because we’re out here in a deserted place.” 13 But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.” They said, “We have nothing more than five loaves and two fish — unless we go and buy food for all these people ourselves.” 14 (There were about five thousand men.) He said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty.” 15 They did this, and had everyone sit down. 16 Then he took the five loaves and the two fish, looked up to heaven, blessed them, broke them, and kept giving them to the disciples to set before the crowd. 17 They all ate and were satisfied, and what was left over of the broken pieces was picked up — twelve baskets full.[4]

18 One time when Jesus was praying alone and the disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” 19 They answered, “John the Baptist. But others say Elijah, and others that one of the ancient prophets has risen.” 20 He said to them, “But you — who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “The Anointed One of God.”

21 Jesus warned them sharply and commanded them not to tell this to anyone, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”

23 Then he said to everyone, “If anyone wants to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake — that person will save it. 25 What good does it do a person to gain the whole world but lose or forfeit himself? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 Truly, I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.”

28 About eight days after these words, Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up on a mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30 And look — two men were talking with him. They were Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and were speaking about his departure, which he was about to fulfill in Jerusalem.[5]

32 Now Peter and those with him were weighed down with sleep. But when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it’s good for us to be here. Let’s make three shelters — one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He didn’t know what he was saying.

34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 Then a voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. They kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.

37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. 38 And look — a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you, look at my son — he’s my only child. 39 A spirit seizes him, and suddenly he screams. It throws him into convulsions with foaming at the mouth, and it hardly ever leaves him alone — it’s destroying him. 40 I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they couldn’t.”

41 Jesus answered, “You unbelieving and twisted generation — how long must I be with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.” 42 Even as the boy was coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 And everyone was astonished at the greatness of God.

While they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, 44 “Let these words sink into your ears: the Son of Man is about to be handed over into the hands of men.” 45 But they didn’t understand this saying. It was hidden from them so that they couldn’t grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it.

46 An argument arose among them about which of them was the greatest. 47 Jesus, knowing the thought in their hearts, took a little child and stood the child beside him. 48 Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For the one who is least among you all — that one is great.”

49 John spoke up and said, “Master, we saw someone driving out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him because he doesn’t follow with us.” 50 But Jesus said to him, “Don’t stop him — for whoever is not against you is for you.”

51 As the days were drawing near for him to be taken up, Jesus set his face firmly to go to Jerusalem. 52 He sent messengers ahead of him. They went and entered a Samaritan village to prepare for him, 53 but the people there wouldn’t welcome him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 And they went on to another village.

57 As they were walking along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have dens and the birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”

59 He said to another, “Follow me.” But the man said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead. But you — go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me go and say goodbye to those at my house.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

1In the ancient Jewish world, travelers returning from Gentile lands would sometimes shake the dust from their feet so as not to track pagan soil into the holy land.

2The word rendered “ruler” is “tetrarch,” literally “ruler of a quarter” — the title Rome gave Herod Antipas, a son of Herod the Great, who governed Galilee and Perea. He was not a king in Rome’s eyes, though the Gospels sometimes call him one. This is the same Antipas who had beheaded John.

3Bethsaida — the name means roughly “house of fishing” — sat near where the Jordan enters the Sea of Galilee. Around this period Philip the tetrarch elevated the fishing village to the rank of a city, renaming it Julias in honor of the emperor’s family.

4The word here, kophinos, is a small stiff-walled wicker basket — the kind Jewish travelers commonly carried their own food in. The leftovers filled twelve of these ordinary carrying-baskets.

5The Greek word is exodos — literally “the way out.” It could plainly mean death. It is also the word the Greek scriptures use for Israel’s departure from Egypt.


Luke · Chapter 10
The Lord Sends Out Seventy-Two
Jesus sends workers ahead of him, then tells a story about a neighbor.
After this, the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out in pairs ahead of him to every town and place he was about to go.[1] 2 He told them, “The harvest is huge, but the workers are few. So plead with the Lord of the harvest to send workers out into his harvest. 3 Go. Look, I’m sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Don’t carry a money bag or a pack or extra sandals, and don’t stop to greet anyone along the road.

5 “Whenever you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If a person of peace is there, your peace will rest on them. If not, it will come back to you. 7 Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, because the worker deserves his wages. Don’t move from house to house.

8 “When you enter a town and they welcome you, eat what’s set before you. 9 Heal the sick there and tell them, ‘God’s kingdom has come near you.’ 10 But when you enter a town and they don’t welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust from your town that stuck to our feet, we wipe off against you. But know this: God’s kingdom has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom on that day than for that town.

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! Because if the miracles done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have turned from their ways long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum — will you be lifted up to heaven? No, you’ll be brought down to Hades.[2]

16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”

17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name!”

18 He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 19 Look, I’ve given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy — and nothing will harm you at all. 20 But don’t rejoice that the spirits submit to you. Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

21 At that very moment he was full of joy through the Holy Spirit and said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you’ve hidden these things from the wise and learned and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father — this was your good pleasure.

22 “My Father has handed everything over to me. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son — and anyone the Son chooses to reveal him to.”

23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Fortunate are the eyes that see what you see. 24 I tell you, many prophets and kings wanted to see what you’re seeing and didn’t see it, and to hear what you’re hearing and didn’t hear it.”

25 Then a legal expert stood up to test him. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

26 Jesus said to him, “What’s written in the Law? How do you read it?”

27 The man answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind — and love your neighbor as yourself.”[3]

28 “You’ve answered correctly,” Jesus told him. “Do this, and you will live.”

29 But the man wanted to justify himself, so he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when bandits attacked him. They stripped him, beat him, and left, leaving him half dead.[4] 31 Now by coincidence a priest was going down that same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 A Levite, too, came to the place, saw him, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan traveling along came to where the man was, and when he saw him, his heart went out to him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. Whatever more you spend, I’ll pay you back when I return.’[5]

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell among the bandits?”

37 The legal expert said, “The one who showed him mercy.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do the same.”

38 As they traveled on, Jesus came to a village. A woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching.[6] 40 But Martha was distracted with all the serving. She came up to him and said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the serving alone? Tell her to help me.”

41 The Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you’re worried and upset about so many things. 42 But only a few things are needed — really, just one. Mary has chosen the good portion, and it won’t be taken from her.”

1The Greek manuscripts split here between “seventy” and “seventy-two.” Seventy is the number of the elders Moses appointed to share his work (Numbers 11), and of the nations of the world listed in Genesis 10 — where some ancient versions count seventy and others seventy-two.

2The Greek word here is Hades (ᾅδης), which in Jewish usage of the time meant simply the realm of the dead — the grave, the underworld — not a place of fiery torment. It is the standard Greek rendering of the Hebrew Sheol. The later fusion of “Hades” with “hell” came afterward; the contrast Jesus draws is between being raised “to heaven” and sunk to the depths.

3This quotes Deuteronomy 6:5, but with a difference: the Hebrew there names three faculties — heart, soul, and “might” (meod, meaning strength or abundance) — while Luke’s Greek lists four, adding “mind” (dianoia). Mark’s version also lists four; Matthew’s keeps three, swapping “mind” in for “might.”

4The word “down” is literal. In roughly seventeen miles the road drops about 3,300 feet, twisting through barren, rocky country with plenty of cover for ambush. It had a real reputation for robbery; the scene Jesus sets was a local, everyday danger.

5A denarius was roughly a day laborer’s wage for a day’s work, so this is about two days’ pay handed to the innkeeper — enough to cover several days of food and lodging, with an open promise to settle any balance later.

6To sit at a teacher’s feet was the recognized posture of a disciple — the place of a student taking in a master’s instruction. It was not a place women ordinarily occupied.


Luke · Chapter 11
Jesus Teaches on Prayer, Confronts Evil Spirits, and Rebukes the Religious Leaders
The disciples ask how to pray, and Jesus answers with bold teaching.
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:

‘Father, may your name be treated as holy. May your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day the bread we need.[1] 4 And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who owes us. And do not bring us into testing.’”

5 Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even if he won’t get up and give him anything because he’s his friend, still, because of the man’s shameless persistence, he will get up and give him whatever he needs.[2]

9 “So I tell you: ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Which father among you, if your son asks for a fish, will hand him a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will hand him a scorpion? 13 So if you, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father from heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

14 Now Jesus was driving out a demon that had made a man mute. When the demon came out, the mute man spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15 But some of them said, “He drives out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of demons.” 16 Others, testing him, kept demanding a sign from heaven.

17 But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a house divided against a house falls. 18 If Satan is also divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say I drive out demons by Beelzebul. 19 Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your own people drive them out? So they will be your judges. 20 But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.[3]

21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own estate, his possessions are safe. 22 But when one stronger than he attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor the man trusted in and divides up the plunder. 23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

24 “When an unclean spirit comes out of a person, it passes through waterless places looking for rest, and finding none, it says, ‘I will return to my house that I left.’ 25 And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is worse than the first.”

27 As he was saying these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, “Fortunate is the womb that carried you and the breasts you nursed at!”

28 But he said, “Fortunate rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it.”

29 As the crowds were pressing in, he began to say, “This generation is an evil generation. It seeks a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon — and look, something greater than Solomon is here.[4] 32 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they turned from their ways at the preaching of Jonah — and look, something greater than Jonah is here.

33 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a hidden place or under a basket. Instead, they put it on a stand so that those who come in can see the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light. But when it is bad, your body is full of darkness. 35 So watch out that the light in you is not darkness. 36 If, then, your whole body is full of light, with no part dark, it will be completely lit — as when a lamp shines on you with its brightness.”

37 While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat a meal with him. So Jesus went in and reclined at the table. 38 The Pharisee was surprised when he saw that Jesus did not first wash before the meal.[5]

39 But the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 Fools! Didn’t the one who made the outside also make the inside? 41 But give what is inside to the poor, and look — everything is clean for you.

42 “But woe to you Pharisees! You tithe mint and rue and every garden herb, yet you neglect justice and the love of God. These things you should have practiced, without neglecting the others. 43 Woe to you Pharisees! You love the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to you! You are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without knowing it.”

45 One of the legal experts answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us too.”

46 And he said, “Woe to you legal experts as well! You load people down with burdens hard to carry, and you yourselves don’t even touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 47 Woe to you! You build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed them. 48 So you are witnesses, and you approve of the deeds of your fathers — because they killed them, and you build their tombs. 49 For this reason the wisdom of God also said, ‘I will send them prophets and messengers, and some of them they will kill and persecute,’ 50 so that the blood of all the prophets shed since the world was made may be charged against this generation — 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be charged against this generation.[6]

52 “Woe to you legal experts! You have taken away the key of knowledge. You yourselves did not enter, and you have hindered those who were entering.”

53 When Jesus left there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him hard and to provoke him to speak about many things, 54 lying in wait to catch something from his mouth.

1The Greek adjective epiousios is nearly unique — it appears almost nowhere else in Greek, so its exact sense is uncertain. It has been rendered “daily,” “for the coming day,” and “needed to exist.” The traditional “daily” is a workable guess, not a settled reading.

2The Greek word anaideia is built from a negative prefix and aidos, “shame” or “regard for propriety” — so literally “shamelessness.” It describes a bold refusal to be put off by embarrassment. Interpreters disagree over whether it points to the late-night friend’s brazen nagging or to the sleeper’s wish to avoid disgrace, but the plain sense is a persistence that ignores social awkwardness.

3This phrase echoes Exodus 8:19, where Pharaoh’s own magicians, unable to reproduce a plague, concede, “This is the finger of God.” Matthew’s version of this saying instead reads “by the Spirit of God.”

4This is the queen of Sheba, who in 1 Kings 10 travels to test Solomon’s wisdom. Sheba is generally located in southwestern Arabia, in what is now Yemen, though Ethiopian tradition claims her as its own and names her Makeda. “The ends of the earth” marks how far she came.

5This washing was a ceremonial rinsing of the hands for ritual purity, not hygiene — a practice modeled on priestly Temple customs. It was part of Pharisaic tradition rather than a command written in the law of Moses.

6Abel is the first murder in Genesis; the most likely Zechariah is the priest stoned “in the court of the house of the Lord” in 2 Chronicles 24 — the last book in the traditional Hebrew ordering. So the span “from Abel to Zechariah” reaches from the first to the last martyr in the Hebrew scriptures. Matthew’s parallel adds “son of Berachiah,” which has long puzzled readers, since that detail fits a different Zechariah.


Luke · Chapter 12
Warnings and Encouragements for the Journey Ahead
A vast crowd gathers, and Jesus teaches on hypocrisy, fear, greed, and readiness.
Meanwhile, with the crowd swelling into the thousands — so many that people were trampling one another — he began speaking first to his disciples. “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees. It’s hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is covered up that won’t be uncovered, and nothing hidden that won’t be made known. 3 So whatever you’ve said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you whispered behind closed doors will be shouted from the rooftops.

4 “I tell you, my friends, don’t be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do nothing more. 5 I’ll show you who to fear: fear the one who, after killing, has authority to throw you into Gehenna. Yes, I tell you — fear him.[1] 6 Aren’t five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God.[2] 7 Why, even the hairs on your head are all counted. Don’t be afraid. You’re worth more than a flock of sparrows.

8 “I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before people — the Son of Man will also acknowledge that one before the angels of God. 9 But whoever denies me before people will be denied before the angels of God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man — it will be forgiven. But the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

11 “When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, don’t worry about how you’ll defend yourselves or what you’ll say. 12 The Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you need to say.”

13 Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”

14 But he said to him, “Man, who appointed me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and guard yourselves against every kind of greed. A person’s life doesn’t consist in having more and more stuff.”

16 Then he told them a parable. “A certain rich man’s land produced a bumper crop. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What should I do? I don’t have room to store my harvest.’ 18 Then he said, ‘Here’s what I’ll do: I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and I’ll store all my grain and my goods there. 19 And I’ll say to my soul, Soul, you’ve got plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take it easy — eat, drink, enjoy yourself.’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool. This very night your soul is demanded from you. And all this you’ve prepared — who will it belong to?’ 21 That’s how it is with the one who hoards treasure for himself and isn’t rich toward God.”

22 Then he said to his disciples, “That’s why I tell you, don’t worry about your life — what you’ll eat — or about your body — what you’ll wear. 23 Life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Look at the ravens: they don’t plant or harvest, they have no storeroom or barn, and God feeds them. How much more valuable you are than the birds! 25 And which of you, by worrying, can add a single hour to your life?[3] 26 If you can’t do even this small thing, why worry about the rest?

27 “Look at the lilies, how they grow. They don’t labor or spin. But I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor dressed like one of these. 28 If God clothes the grass of the field like that — here today, thrown into the oven tomorrow — how much more will he clothe you, you of little faith? 29 And don’t chase after what you’ll eat or drink, and don’t be anxious. 30 The nations of the world chase after all these things, but your Father knows you need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.

32 “Don’t be afraid, little flock. Your Father is delighted to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell what you have and give to the poor. Make yourselves purses that don’t wear out — a treasure in the heavens that never runs out, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 Because where your treasure is, there your heart will be too.”

35 “Keep your belts fastened and your lamps burning. 36 Be like people waiting for their master to return from the wedding feast, so that when he comes and knocks they can open the door for him at once. 37 How good it will be for those slaves — the ones the master finds awake when he arrives. Amen, I tell you, he’ll fasten his belt, have them sit down at the table, and come and serve them himself. 38 Whether he comes in the middle of the night or just before dawn and finds them ready — how good it will be for them.[4]

39 “But understand this: if the homeowner had known what hour the thief was coming, he wouldn’t have let his house be broken into. 40 You too, be ready — because the Son of Man comes at an hour you don’t expect.”

41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable just for us, or for everyone?”

42 And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, the one the master will put in charge of his household to give them their food allowance at the right time? 43 How good it will be for that slave when his master comes and finds him doing just that. 44 Truly, I tell you, he’ll put him in charge of everything he owns.

45 “But suppose that slave says in his heart, ‘My master is taking his time coming,’ and he starts beating the servants, both the men and the women, eating and drinking and getting drunk. 46 The master of that slave will come on a day he doesn’t expect and at an hour he doesn’t know. He’ll cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the unfaithful.

47 “That slave who knew his master’s will and didn’t get ready or do what his master wanted will be beaten with many blows. 48 But the one who didn’t know, yet did things deserving a beating, will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded. And from the one entrusted with much, even more will be asked.”

49 “I came to throw fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it’s finished. 51 Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you — division. 52 From now on, five in one household will be divided: three against two and two against three. 53 Father will be divided against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say right away, ‘A rainstorm is coming’ — and it happens.[5] 55 And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be scorching hot’ — and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to read the face of the earth and the sky, so why can’t you read this present time?

57 “And why don’t you judge for yourselves what’s right? 58 When you’re on your way to court with your accuser, make every effort to settle with him on the road. Otherwise he might drag you before the judge, and the judge will hand you over to the officer, and the officer will throw you into prison. 59 I tell you, you won’t get out of there until you’ve paid the very last penny.”[6]

1Gehenna is the Valley of Hinnom, a ravine just south of Jerusalem. In earlier centuries it was remembered as a site of child sacrifice, and by Jesus’ day the name had become shorthand for the place of divine judgment.

2The coin here is the assarion, a small copper coin worth only a fraction of a day’s wage. Five sparrows for two of them points to just how cheap these birds were — the food of the poor.

3The Greek is literally “add a cubit to your hēlikia.” A cubit is a measure of length (about a forearm), and hēlikia can mean either bodily stature or span of life — so the sentence can be read as “add a cubit to your height” or “add a moment to your lifetime.” We’ve followed the sense of lifespan, which is why translations vary here.

4The Greek names the “second” and “third” watch. Nights were divided into set watches for keeping guard — the second running roughly to midnight and the third through the small hours before dawn.

5In Israel the Mediterranean lies to the west, so clouds rising from that direction carry the sea’s moisture inland and reliably mean rain. It was common local weather-lore anyone in the crowd would know.

6The word here is lepton, the smallest and least valuable coin in circulation — worth far less than the assarion mentioned earlier with the sparrows. “Down to the last lepton” means every last scrap of the debt, with nothing left over.


Luke · Chapter 13
A Call to Repent, a Fig Tree, and a Bent Woman Set Free
Jesus warns of judgment, tells parables of the kingdom, and heals on the Sabbath.
Right at that time, some people were there who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.[1] 2 He answered them, “Do you think those Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because this happened to them? 3 No, I tell you. But unless you change your hearts, all of you will die just the same. 4 Or what about those eighteen people the tower in Siloam fell on and killed — do you think they were more guilty than everyone else living in Jerusalem?[2] 5 No, I tell you. But unless you change your hearts, all of you will die just as they did.”

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 He said to the gardener, ‘Look, for three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and I find nothing. Cut it down. Why should it waste the soil?’ 8 But the gardener answered, ‘Sir, leave it alone one more year, until I dig around it and put down manure. 9 If it bears fruit next year, good. But if not, then you can cut it down.’”

10 Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your disability.” 13 Then he laid his hands on her, and at once she stood up straight and began praising God.

14 But the synagogue leader was angry that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath. He spoke up and said to the crowd, “There are six days for work. Come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath day.”

15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each one of you untie your ox or your donkey from the stall on the Sabbath and lead it out to water?[3] 16 And this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years — shouldn’t she be set free from what has bound her on the Sabbath day?”

17 When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame. And the whole crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things he was doing.

18 So Jesus said, “What is the kingdom of God like? What can I compare it to? 19 It’s like a mustard seed that a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.”

20 Again he said, “What can I compare the kingdom of God to? 21 It’s like yeast that a woman took and mixed into three measures of flour until the whole batch was leavened.”

22 Jesus went on through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way toward Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”

He said to them, 24 “Struggle hard to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to get in and won’t be able to. 25 Once the master of the house gets up and shuts the door, you’ll be standing outside knocking and saying, ‘Lord, open up for us.’ But he’ll answer you, ‘I don’t know where you come from.’ 26 Then you’ll start saying, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 27 And he’ll tell you, ‘I don’t know where you come from. Get away from me, all you evildoers.’

28 “There will be sobbing and grinding of teeth there, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown outside. 29 And people will come from east and west, from north and south, and sit down at the table in the kingdom of God. 30 And look — some who are last will be first, and some who are first will be last.”

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Leave here and go somewhere else, because Herod wants to kill you.”

32 He said to them, “Go tell that fox, ‘Look, I am driving out demons and healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’[4] 33 But I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day, because it’s unthinkable for a prophet to die outside Jerusalem.

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem — you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you! How many times I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you would not let me. 35 Look, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”[5]

1Sacrifices were offered only in the temple courts in Jerusalem.

2Siloam was an area at the southern end of Jerusalem, near the well-known pool of the same name. The tower’s exact spot is unknown — some place it on the Ophel ridge, part of the city’s fortifications.

3Leading an animal to water on the Sabbath was allowed out of basic compassion, even though ordinary labor was forbidden.

4In Greek usage the fox stood for cunning and slyness, and could also cast someone as crafty rather than truly formidable.

5The line is drawn from Psalm 118, one of the Hallel psalms sung at Passover and the great festivals. The same words are shouted at 19:38.


Luke · Chapter 14
A Sabbath Meal and the Cost of Following
Jesus heals, teaches about humility, and tells a parable of a great feast.
One Sabbath, Jesus went to eat at the home of a leading Pharisee, and they were watching him closely. 2 Right there in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy.[1] 3 Jesus spoke up and said to the legal experts and Pharisees, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?”

4 They kept silent.

So he took hold of the man, healed him, and sent him away. 5 Then he said to them, “If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well, won’t you pull him out at once, even on the Sabbath day?”[2] 6 And they could not answer him about this.

7 He noticed how the guests were picking the best seats at the table, so he told them a parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding, don’t take the seat of honor. Someone more important than you may have been invited,[3] 9 and the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, embarrassed, you’ll have to take whatever spot is left at the end of the table.

10 “Instead, when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place. Then when your host comes, he’ll say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ That will bring you honor in front of everyone at the table with you. 11 For everyone who lifts himself up will be brought low, and the one who lowers himself will be lifted up.”

12 Then Jesus said to the man who had invited him, “When you give a lunch or a dinner, don’t invite your friends, your brothers, your relatives, or your rich neighbors. They might invite you back, and that would be your repayment. 13 But when you throw a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind — 14 and you will be fortunate. They can’t pay you back, so you will be repaid at the resurrection of those who did right.”

15 One of the guests heard this and said to him, “Fortunate is the one who will eat bread in the kingdom of God.”

16 Jesus replied, “A man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 When the meal was ready, he sent his slave to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come — everything is ready now.’

18 “But one after another, they all began to make excuses. The first one said, ‘I just bought a field, and I have to go see it. Please excuse me.’ 19 Another said, ‘I just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’[4] 20 Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’

21 “The slave returned and reported all this to his master. The master of the house was furious and said to his slave, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’

22 “The slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’

23 “So the master told the slave, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and urge people to come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will taste my banquet.’”

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus. He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters — yes, even his own life — he cannot be my disciple.[5] 27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and figure out the cost, to see if you have enough to finish it? 29 Otherwise, you might lay the foundation and then not be able to complete it. Everyone who sees it will start making fun of you, 30 saying, ‘This man started to build and couldn’t finish.’

31 “Or what king, marching out to war against another king, won’t first sit down and consider whether he can face with ten thousand men the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he can’t, then while the other is still far off, he’ll send a delegation and ask for terms of peace.

33 “In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

34 “Salt is good. But if the salt loses its taste, how can it be made salty again? 35 It’s no good for the soil or the manure pile. People just throw it out. Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.”[6]

1“Dropsy” (Greek hydrōpikos) was the old name for a painful swelling caused by the body retaining fluid — a symptom of heart, kidney, or liver failure. It was understood as a physical ailment, not a spiritual curse.

2Rescuing a person or valuable animal in distress on the Sabbath was widely treated as permissible.

3Guests reclined on couches arranged around the table, and the places were ranked, so where you settled announced your standing to the whole room. Grabbing the top spot only to be publicly demoted was a real social humiliation.

4A yoke is a pair of oxen, so five yoke means ten plow animals — the working stock of a large farm rather than a smallholding.

5The Greek word here (misei, “hate”) carries a Semitic idiom that means loving less or refusing to put first — the same comparative sense behind lines like “Jacob I loved, Esau I hated.”

6Salt wasn’t only for food — it was worked into the soil and the dung heap to make fertilizer more effective.


Luke · Chapter 15
Stories of the Lost and Found
Three stories about a God who searches for what is lost.
All the tax collectors and sinners kept coming near to listen to him.[1] 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled. “This man welcomes sinners,” they said, “and eats with them.”

3 So he told them this parable:

4 “Which one of you, if you had a hundred sheep and lost one of them, wouldn’t leave the ninety-nine out in the open country and go after the lost one until you find it? 5 And when you find it, you lay it across your shoulders, happy. 6 You come home and call your friends and neighbors together and say, ‘Celebrate with me — I found my lost sheep!’ 7 I’m telling you, that’s the kind of joy there will be in heaven over one sinner who changes their heart back — more than over ninety-nine people who already do right who don’t need to turn back.

8 “Or take a woman who has ten silver coins. If she loses one, doesn’t she light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?[2] 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Celebrate with me — I found the coin I lost!’ 10 That’s how it is, I’m telling you: there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who changes their heart back.”

11 Then he said: “A man had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So the father divided his property between them.[3]

13 “Not many days later, the younger son pulled everything together and traveled to a faraway country. There he squandered his wealth with wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, a severe famine swept through that country, and he began to be in need. 15 He went and attached himself to a citizen of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.[4]

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough bread, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I’ll get up and go to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I’m no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired workers.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him. His heart went out to him. He ran and threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. 21 The son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I’m no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.[5] 23 Bring the fattened calf and slaughter it. Let’s eat and celebrate, 24 because this son of mine was dead and is alive again. He was lost and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now the older son was out in the field. As he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the servants over and asked what was going on. 27 The servant said, ‘Your brother has come home, and your father slaughtered the fattened calf because he got him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother was furious and refused to go in. So his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look, all these years I’ve slaved for you. I never disobeyed a single command of yours, and you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours shows up — the one who devoured your property with prostitutes — you slaughter the fattened calf for him!’

31 “The father said, ‘Child, you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again. He was lost and is found.’”

1A τελώνης collected customs, tolls, and duties on behalf of Rome — on goods, ports, and even the fishing trade. Because they worked for the occupying power and were assumed to skim off extra for themselves, many Jews lumped them with “sinners” as collaborators and cheats.

2A drachma was a Greek silver coin worth roughly a day’s wage for an ordinary laborer.

3Under Jewish custom a father could divide his property among his sons during his lifetime, with the firstborn entitled to a double portion.

4The “pods” (κεράτια) are almost certainly carob pods — sweet but tough, a fodder for animals and a last-resort food for the very poor, sometimes called the “poor man’s bread.”

5The finest robe marks honor, the ring signals family membership and authority, and sandals distinguish a free son from a barefoot servant or slave.


Luke · Chapter 16
The Shrewd Manager, and a Rich Man and Lazarus
Jesus tells of money, faithfulness, and a great reversal after death.
Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he called him in and said, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an accounting of your management, because you can no longer be manager.’

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I’ll do, so that when I’m removed from management, people will welcome me into their homes.’

5 “He called in each one of his master’s debtors. He said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and write fifty.’[1] 7 Then he said to another, ‘And you, how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He told him, ‘Take your bill and write eighty.’

8 “And the master praised the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than the people of light are. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth, so that when it runs out, they will welcome you into eternal dwellings.[2]

10 “Whoever is faithful with very little is also faithful with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little is also dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been faithful with dishonest wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to someone else, who will give you what is your own?

13 “No household slave can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

14 The Pharisees, who loved money, were listening to all this, and they sneered at him. 15 He said to them, “You are the ones who make yourselves look right in the eyes of people, but God knows your hearts. What people value highly is disgusting in God’s sight.

16 “The Law and the Prophets were until John. Since then, the good news of the kingdom of God is being proclaimed, and everyone is pressing hard into it.[3] 17 It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one stroke of a letter of the Law to fall.[4]

18 “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and the man who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.

19 “There was a rich man who dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in splendor every day.[5] 20 And a poor man named Lazarus lay at his gate, covered with sores, 21 longing to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried.[6] 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, and Lazarus at his side. 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this flame.’

25 “But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus likewise received bad things. But now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, a great chasm has been fixed between us and you, so that those who want to cross from here to you cannot, and no one can cross from there to us.’

27 “He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, send him to my father’s house — 28 for I have five brothers — to warn them, so they won’t also come to this place of torment.’

29 “But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets. Let them listen to them.’

30 “He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will change their hearts.’

31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”

1The Greek names specific ancient measures. A “bath” (batos) of oil was roughly 8–9 gallons, so a hundred of them ran to hundreds of gallons; a “kor” (koros), the dry measure named in the next verse, held ten baths. These are not household IOUs but the debts of a big estate.

2The word behind “wealth” here is mammon (Aramaic māmōnā), a loanword meaning money or possessions. In Jewish usage it could be neutral. Here it is paired with “of unrighteousness,” and verse 13 sets it opposite God.

3The Greek verb biazetai is genuinely ambiguous. As a middle voice it means people are “forcing their way in” or eagerly pressing toward the kingdom; as a passive it means the kingdom “is being forced” or suffers violence. Translators have gone both ways, and the choice noticeably changes the sense of the sentence.

4The Greek keraia (“horn” or little hook) was a scribal term for the tiny pen strokes that distinguished otherwise near-identical Hebrew letters — the small mark, for instance, that separates a daleth from a resh.

5Purple dye came from murex sea-snails and was staggeringly labor-intensive to produce — Diocletian’s later price edict lists the best purple wool at a value many times an unskilled laborer’s yearly earnings.

6The phrase (literally “the bosom of Abraham”) pictures the righteous dead resting in comfort, as if reclining beside the patriarch at a banquet. It reflects Second Temple Jewish ideas about the realm of the dead, in which the righteous awaited their future in a place set apart from those in torment.


Luke · Chapter 17
On Forgiveness, Faith, and the Coming Kingdom
Jesus teaches about stumbling blocks, forgiveness, faith, gratitude, and the days ahead.
Jesus said to his disciples, “Things that trip people up are bound to come, but how terrible for the one who brings them. 2 It would be better for him to have a millstone hung around his neck and be thrown into the sea than to trip up one of these little ones.[1] 3 Watch yourselves.

“If your brother sins, rebuke him. And if he changes his heart, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins against you seven times in a day and comes back to you seven times saying, ‘I’m sorry,’ you must forgive him.”

5 The messengers said to the Lord, “Give us more faith.”

6 The Lord answered, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Pull yourself up by the roots and plant yourself in the sea,’ and it would obey you.[2]

7 “Which of you, if you had a slave out plowing or herding sheep, would say to him when he comes in from the field, ‘Come on in and sit down for dinner’? 8 Wouldn’t you say instead, ‘Fix me something to eat, get yourself ready, and serve me while I eat and drink. After that, you can eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what he was told? 10 It’s the same with you. When you’ve done everything you were told to do, say, ‘We’re just slaves doing our job. We’ve only done what we owed.’”

11 On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten men with leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out loudly, “Jesus! Master! Have mercy on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean.[3]

15 One of them, seeing that he was healed, turned back. He praised God in a loud voice, 16 fell facedown at Jesus’ feet, and thanked him. And this man was a Samaritan.[4]

17 Jesus responded, “Weren’t all ten made clean? Where are the other nine? 18 Did no one return to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to the man, “Get up and go. Your faith has saved you.”

20 The Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom of God would come. He answered, “The kingdom of God doesn’t come in ways you can watch for. 21 No one will say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ because the kingdom of God is right there among you.”

22 Then he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you’ll long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you won’t see it. 23 People will say to you, ‘Look, there he is!’ or ‘Look, here he is!’ Don’t go out. Don’t chase after them. 24 For just as lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other, so will the Son of Man be on his day. 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.

26 “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 People were eating, drinking, marrying, and being given in marriage — right up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.

28 “It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building. 29 But on the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from the sky and destroyed them all. 30 That’s exactly how it will be on the day the Son of Man is revealed.

31 “On that day, if someone is on the rooftop and their belongings are inside the house, they shouldn’t go down to get them. And the one out in the field shouldn’t turn back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife. 33 Whoever tries to hold on to their life will lose it, but whoever lets go of their life will keep it alive. 34 I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed — one will be taken and the other left. 35 Two women will be grinding grain together — one will be taken and the other left.”

37 They asked him, “Where, Lord?”

He said, “Where the body is, there the vultures will gather.”[5]

1The Greek names a stone from a grain mill. The largest of these were massive circular stones turned by a donkey, weighing hundreds of pounds.

2The Greek word here, συκάμινος (sykaminos), is the black mulberry (Morus nigra), common in the region and known for its deep, tenacious roots and long life.

3Leviticus 14 required anyone recovering from a skin disease to be examined by a priest and go through a set of rituals before rejoining the community; the priest, not a doctor, certified a person “clean.”

4Samaritans and Jews shared roots but had split sharply — Samaritans kept only the first five books of scripture and worshipped at Mount Gerizim rather than Jerusalem — and the two groups generally avoided each other.

5The Greek ἀετοί can mean either eagles or vultures, and older translations often say “eagles.” But eagles hunt live prey, while vultures are the birds that flock to a carcass — so the sense of the proverb, built on a corpse (σῶμα), points to vultures.


Luke · Chapter 18
The Persistent Widow and the Rich Ruler
Jesus teaches about prayer, humility, wealth, and the kingdom of God.
Jesus told them a story to show that they should always pray and never give up. 2 He said: “In a certain city there was a judge who had no fear of God and no respect for anyone. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my opponent.’ 4 For a long time he refused. But afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or respect anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice — otherwise she’ll wear me out by coming back again and again.’”[1]

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And won’t God bring about justice for his chosen ones who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will bring them justice quickly. But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

9 He also told this story to some who trusted in themselves that they were upright and looked down on everyone else: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray — one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people — swindlers, unjust, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week. I give a tenth of everything I get.’[2] 13 But the tax collector stood at a distance. He wouldn’t even lift his eyes to heaven, but beat his chest and said, ‘God, have mercy on me — a sinner.’

14 “I tell you, this man went down to his house right with God, rather than the other one. For everyone who lifts himself up will be brought low, but the one who lowers himself will be lifted up.”

15 People were bringing even their babies to Jesus so he would touch them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and don’t stop them — for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Amen, I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”[3]

19 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 20 You know the commandments: Do not commit adultery. Do not murder. Do not steal. Do not give false testimony. Honor your father and mother.”

21 He said, “I have kept all these since I was young.”

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

23 But when the man heard this, he was crushed, because he was extremely rich.

24 Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God. 25 It’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”[4]

26 Those who heard this said, “Then who can be saved?”

27 He said, “What is impossible with people is possible with God.”

28 Peter said, “Look — we have left what was ours and followed you.”

29 Jesus said to them, “Amen, I tell you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 who will not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come, eternal life.”

31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and said to them, “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be handed over to the Gentiles. He will be mocked, insulted, and spit on. 33 They will flog him and kill him, and on the third day he will rise.”

34 But they understood none of this. The meaning was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what he was saying.

35 As Jesus came near Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road begging. 36 Hearing a crowd passing by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is going by.”

38 He shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”[5]

39 Those leading the way warned him sharply to be quiet. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?”

He said, “Lord, let me see again.”

42 Jesus said to him, “See again. Your faith has saved you.” 43 Immediately he could see, and he followed Jesus, praising God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.

1The verb behind “wear me out” (hypōpiazō) is a boxing term meaning to strike under the eye — to give someone a black eye.

2The Law of Moses required only one annual fast, on the Day of Atonement. Fasting twice a week was an extra discipline taken on voluntarily; the Didache names those days as Monday and Thursday (8:1).

3The Greek archōn is a broad word for a person in authority — it could mean a synagogue leader, a member of the ruling council, or a civic magistrate. Luke doesn’t specify which.

4A popular legend claims Jerusalem had a low gate called the “Needle’s Eye” that a camel could just squeeze through on its knees. There is no historical or archaeological evidence for such a gate. A camel was the largest animal in common use in the region; a needle’s eye, among the smallest openings in daily life.

5“Son of David” was a title for the awaited Messiah, the promised king descended from David’s line.


Luke · Chapter 19
A Rich Tax Collector, a King’s Return, and Tears Over Jerusalem
Zacchaeus climbs a tree; Jesus cries over the city he loves.
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 There was a man there named Zacchaeus — a chief tax collector, and wealthy.[1] 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but he couldn’t because of the crowd, since he was a short man. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, because Jesus was about to come that way.

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down — I have to stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and welcomed him gladly.

7 Everyone who saw this grumbled. “He’s gone to be the guest of a sinner,” they said.

8 But Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord — half of everything I own I’m giving to the poor, and if I’ve cheated anyone out of anything, I’m paying it back four times over.”[2]

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man too is a son of Abraham. 10 The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

11 While they were listening to this, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and they thought the kingdom of God was going to appear right away. 12 So he said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to receive a kingdom for himself and then return. 13 He called ten of his slaves and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work until I come back,’ he told them.

14 “But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We don’t want this man to rule over us.’

15 “When he returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered those slaves to whom he had given the money to be brought before him, to find out what they had gained by trading.

16 “The first one came and said, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten more minas.’

17 “‘Well done, good servant!’ he replied. ‘Because you’ve been faithful in a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.’

18 “The second came and said, ‘Master, your mina has made five minas.’

19 “He said to him, ‘You take charge of five cities.’

20 “Then another came and said, ‘Master, here is your mina. I kept it wrapped up in a cloth,[3] 21 because I was afraid of you. You’re a hard man — you take what you didn’t put down and reap what you didn’t sow.’

22 “He said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I’ll judge you, you wicked servant. You knew I’m a hard man, taking what I didn’t put down and reaping what I didn’t sow? 23 Then why didn’t you put my money on deposit? Then when I came back I could have collected it with interest.’

24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take the mina from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’

25 “They said to him, ‘Master, he already has ten minas!’

26 “‘I tell you, to everyone who has, more will be given. But from the one who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 27 And as for these enemies of mine who didn’t want me to rule over them — bring them here and slaughter them in front of me.’”

28 After saying these things, Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

29 As he came near Bethphage and Bethany, at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead. As you enter it you’ll find a colt tied there, one that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say this: ‘The Lord needs it.’”

32 Those who were sent went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”

34 They said, “The Lord needs it.”

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks over the colt, and set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road.

37 When he was already near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began to praise God joyfully and loudly for all the miracles they had seen. 38 They shouted:

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest!”

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.”

40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would cry out.”

41 As he drew near and saw the city, he cried over it, 42 saying, “If only you — even you — had known on this day what would bring you peace. But now it’s hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you, surround you, and hem you in on every side.[4] 44 They will dash you to the ground — you and your children within you — and they won’t leave one stone on top of another in you, because you didn’t recognize the time when God came to you.”

45 Then he entered the temple and began driving out those who were selling there. 46 He said to them, “It is written: ‘My house will be a house of prayer.’ But you’ve made it a hideout for bandits.”[5]

47 Every day he was teaching in the temple. The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people kept trying to destroy him, 48 but they couldn’t find a way to do it, because all the people hung on his every word.

1The Greek word here, architelōnēs, is unusual — Zacchaeus wasn’t just a toll collector but a supervisor who oversaw other collectors and took a cut of what they gathered. In the Roman tax-farming system, men in his position grew rich by taking a share of what those under them collected.

2Fourfold repayment is the penalty set in Exodus 22:1 for a thief who steals and slaughters a sheep. For someone confessing voluntarily, the ordinary requirement was lighter.

3The word translated “cloth” is soudarion, a Latin loanword (sudarium) for a small napkin used to wipe sweat from the face. It’s the same word John’s Gospel uses for the cloth wound around Jesus’ head in the tomb.

4The tactics described — throwing up an earthwork, encircling the city, hemming it in — are Roman siege practice.

5Jesus stitches together two prophets: “a house of prayer” comes from Isaiah 56:7, and “a den of robbers” from Jeremiah 7:11. In Jeremiah the phrase indicted people who committed injustice and then sheltered in the temple as if it made them safe.


Luke · Chapter 20
The Leaders Challenge Jesus, and He Tells a Story About a Vineyard
The religious leaders test Jesus, but he turns every trap back on them.
One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and telling the good news, the chief priests and the scribes came up to him with the elders.[1] 2 They said, “Tell us: by what authority are you doing these things? Who gave you this authority?”

3 He answered them, “I’ll ask you a question too. Tell me: 4 was John’s baptism from heaven, or from human beings?”

5 They talked it over among themselves. “If we say ‘From heaven,’ he’ll say, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say ‘From human beings,’ all the people will stone us, because they’re convinced John was a prophet.” 7 So they answered that they didn’t know where it came from.

8 And Jesus said to them, “Then I won’t tell you by what authority I do these things either.”

9 Then he began to tell the people this story: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it out to tenant farmers, and went away to another country for a long time. 10 At harvest time, he sent a slave to the farmers so they would give him some of the vineyard’s fruit. But the farmers beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent another slave. They beat him too, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12 He sent a third. They wounded this one and threw him out.

13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What should I do? I’ll send my son, the one I love. Maybe they’ll respect him.’ 14 But when the farmers saw him, they talked it over with each other. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, so the inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.

“What will the owner of the vineyard do to them, then? 16 He’ll come and destroy those farmers and give the vineyard to others.”

When the people heard this, they said, “May that never happen!”

17 But Jesus looked straight at them and said, “What then does this Scripture mean:

‘The stone the builders rejected — this one has become the cornerstone’?[2]

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and whoever it falls on, it will crush.”

19 The scribes and the chief priests wanted to arrest him right then and there, because they knew he had told this story against them. But they were afraid of the people.

20 So they watched him closely and sent spies who pretended to be sincere. They wanted to catch him in something he said, so they could hand him over to the authority and power of the governor. 21 They questioned him: “Teacher, we know you speak and teach what is right. You don’t show favoritism, but you truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”

23 But he saw through their cunning and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose image and inscription is on it?”

“Caesar’s,” they answered.[3]

25 He said to them, “Well then, give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God.”

26 They couldn’t catch him in his words in front of the people. Amazed at his answer, they fell silent.

27 Some Sadducees — the ones who say there is no resurrection — came to him and asked,[4] 28 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man should take the wife and raise up children for his brother.[5] 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife and died childless. 30 The second 31 and then the third took her, and in the same way all seven died, leaving no children. 32 Finally the woman died too. 33 So in the resurrection, whose wife will she be? All seven had her as a wife.”

34 Jesus said to them, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those considered worthy to attain that age and the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 They can’t die anymore, because they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 37 And that the dead are raised — even Moses showed this at the burning bush, when he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living — for to him, all of them are alive.”

39 Some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you’ve spoken well.” 40 They no longer dared to ask him anything at all.

41 Then Jesus said to them, “How can they say the Anointed One is David’s son? 42 David himself says in the book of Psalms:

‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand 43 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’

44 David calls him ‘Lord.’ So how can he be David’s son?”

45 While all the people were listening, he said to his disciples, 46 “Watch out for the scribes. They like to walk around in long robes, and they love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the places of honor at banquets. 47 They devour widows’ houses and, for show, make long prayers. These men will receive a heavier judgment.”

1These three groups together made up the ruling council in Jerusalem. The chief priests ran the temple and its sacrifices; the scribes were the trained experts in the Law; the elders were leading heads of prominent families.

2Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22. In the psalm, a stone the builders threw aside ends up as the “head of the corner,” the stone from which the whole building takes its lines.

3The silver denarius of that era carried the head of the emperor Tiberius and an inscription naming him son of the deified Augustus. It was worth roughly a day’s pay for a laborer.

4The Sadducees denied the resurrection (Josephus, Antiquities 18.16; Acts 23:8 adds angels and spirits) and rejected the unwritten tradition the Pharisees held to. The often-repeated claim that they accepted only the five books of Moses comes from later Christian writers reading Josephus, and is disputed. Jesus answers them from Exodus, the burning-bush passage.

5This is the law of levirate marriage from Deuteronomy 25:5-10: if a man died childless, his brother was to marry the widow so their first son would carry on the dead man’s name and inheritance.


Luke · Chapter 21
The Widow’s Offering and the Coming Destruction
Jesus watches a poor widow give everything, then warns of what lies ahead.
Jesus looked up and saw the rich dropping their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow drop in two tiny copper coins.[1] 3 And he said, “Truly, I tell you: this poor widow has put in more than all the rest. 4 All those people gave their gifts out of their surplus, but she — out of her poverty — put in everything she had to live on.”

5 Some were talking about the temple, how it was decorated with beautiful stones and dedicated gifts. Jesus said,[2] 6 “These things you’re looking at — the days will come when not one stone will be left on another. Every one will be thrown down.”

7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this happen? And what will be the sign that these things are about to take place?”

8 He said, “Watch out that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and ‘The time has come near.’ Don’t follow them. 9 And when you hear of wars and rebellions, don’t be terrified. These things must happen first, but the end won’t come right away.”

10 Then he told them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues. There will be terrifying sights and great signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, dragging you before kings and governors because of my name. 13 This will be your chance to bear witness. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defense ahead of time, 15 because I will give you words and wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will be handed over even by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 Everyone will hate you because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will be lost. 19 By standing firm, you will gain your lives.”

20 “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that her desolation is near.[3] 21 Then let those in Judea run for the mountains. Let those inside the city leave. And let those out in the countryside not enter it. 22 For these are the days of punishment, so that everything written may be fulfilled. 23 How terrible it will be for pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days! For there will be great distress in the land and anger against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and be taken captive into all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the nations, until the times of the nations are completed.”

25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And on the earth, nations will be in anguish, bewildered by the roaring and surging of the sea. 26 People will faint from fear, dreading what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.[4] 28 When these things begin to happen, stand up straight and lift your heads — your liberation is drawing near.”

29 He told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 In the same way, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Amen, I tell you: this generation will not pass away until all these things happen. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”

34 “Watch yourselves. Don’t let your hearts grow dull with carousing, drunkenness, and the worries of life, or that day will spring on you suddenly 35 like a trap. For it will come upon everyone living on the face of the whole earth. 36 Stay alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that are about to happen, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

37 Every day Jesus was teaching in the temple, and every night he went out and stayed on the hill called the Mount of Olives.[5] 38 And all the people would come early in the morning to hear him in the temple.

1The Greek names the coin a λεπτόν (lepton), the smallest and least valuable coin in circulation — worth only a tiny fraction of a day-laborer’s wage. Two of them together were still almost nothing.

2The “dedicated gifts” (ἀναθήματα) were votive offerings displayed in the temple. Josephus describes the façade covered in gold and a great golden vine hung with clusters of grapes as tall as a man, to which worshippers would add a golden leaf or grape.

3In 70 AD Roman legions under the general Titus — who later became emperor — besieged Jerusalem and destroyed the temple, ending the First Jewish Revolt.

4The image draws on Daniel 7:13-14, where “one like a son of man” comes with the clouds of heaven and is given everlasting dominion and an indestructible kingdom over all peoples.

5The Mount of Olives is a ridge just east of Jerusalem, slightly higher than the Temple Mount and separated from it by the Kidron Valley. Its name comes from the olive groves that once covered it, and it lay within easy walking distance of the temple.


Luke · Chapter 22
The Plot to Kill Jesus and the Last Supper
A plot, a final meal, denial foretold, and the Son handed over.
The Feast of Unleavened Bread, called Passover, was drawing near.[1] 2 The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to do away with him, because they were afraid of the people.

3 Then Satan entered into Judas, the one called Iscariot, who was one of the Twelve. 4 He went away and talked with the chief priests and the temple officers about how he might hand Jesus over to them.[2] 5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6 He consented, and began looking for a good moment to hand him over to them away from the crowd.

7 The day of Unleavened Bread arrived, when the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us so we can eat it.”

9 They asked him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?”

10 He told them, “Listen, when you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks you: Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 That man will show you a large upstairs room, already furnished. Prepare it there.”

13 They went and found everything just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

14 When the hour came, he reclined at the table, and the messengers with him. 15 He said to them, “I have longed and longed to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

17 Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and share it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you, from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”

19 And he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.” 20 He did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new binding promise in my blood, poured out for you.[3]

21 “But look — the hand of the one handing me over is with me on this table. 22 The Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but how terrible for that man by whom he is handed over.”

23 They began to question one another about which of them could be the one about to do this.

24 An argument also broke out among them about which of them was considered the greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the nations lord it over them, and those who hold power over them are called benefactors.[4] 26 But it must not be that way with you. Instead, the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the one who leads like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater — the one reclining at the table, or the one serving? Isn’t it the one at the table? Yet I am here among you as the one who serves.

28 “You are the ones who have stood by me through my trials. 29 And I am giving you a kingdom, just as my Father gave one to me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

31 “Simon, Simon, listen — Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

33 Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and even to death.”

34 Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today before you have denied three times that you know me.”

35 Then he said to them, “When I sent you out without a money bag or a traveler’s sack or sandals, did you lack anything?”

“Nothing,” they said.

36 He said to them, “But now, whoever has a money bag should take it, and the same with a sack. And whoever has no sword should sell his cloak and buy one. 37 For I tell you, this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was counted among the lawless.’ Yes, what is written about me is reaching its end.”[5]

38 They said, “Lord, look — here are two swords.”

“That is enough,” he told them.

39 Then he went out and made his way, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40 When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not enter into testing.”

41 He pulled away from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me. Yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him, strengthening him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed even more earnestly, and his sweat became like drops of blood falling to the ground.[6]

45 When he got up from prayer and went to the disciples, he found them sleeping, worn out from sorrow. 46 He said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray, so you will not enter into testing.”

47 While he was still speaking, a crowd appeared. The man called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He came near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you handing over the Son of Man with a kiss?”

49 When those around him saw what was about to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the high priest’s slave and cut off his right ear.

51 Jesus responded, “Stop — no more of this.” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the temple officers, and the elders who had come against him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? 53 Day after day I was with you in the temple, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour — and the power of darkness.”

54 They seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. Peter followed at a distance. 55 When they had lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 56 A servant girl saw him sitting there in the firelight. She stared at him and said, “This man was with him too.”

57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I don’t know him.”

58 A little while later, someone else saw him and said, “You’re one of them too.”

Peter said, “Man, I am not.”

59 About an hour later, another man insisted, “Certainly this fellow was with him — he’s a Galilean.”

60 Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went outside and sobbed bitterly.

63 The men holding Jesus began mocking him and beating him. 64 They blindfolded him and kept demanding, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 And they said many other blasphemous things against him.

66 When day came, the council of elders of the people — chief priests and scribes — gathered together. They brought him before their council[7] 67 and said, “If you are the Anointed One, tell us.”

He said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe me. 68 And if I ask you a question, you will not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”

70 They all said, “So you are the Son of God?”

He said to them, “You say that I am.”

71 They said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it ourselves from his own mouth.”

1In the first century these were two linked observances rather than one. Passover fell on Nisan 14, when the lamb was slaughtered, and the seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread began on Nisan 15. Because the Passover meal was eaten as the festival week opened, the two names came to be used almost interchangeably, as Luke does here.

2The Greek word is stratēgoi, literally “captains.” These were officials in charge of the temple guard and its security, working under the chief priests to keep order in the sanctuary. They appear again in verse 52 among those who come out to arrest Jesus.

3These words — from the middle of verse 19 through verse 20 — are missing from one Greek manuscript, Codex Bezae, and from several Old Latin copies. Every other Greek manuscript has them, including the early P75. Westcott and Hort judged the shorter text original and bracketed the words; the SBL text keeps them, bracketed in the Greek.

4“Benefactor” (Greek Euergetes) was a real honorific claimed by Hellenistic kings — Ptolemy III of Egypt was known as Euergetes — and later echoed by Roman rulers. The title advertised a ruler’s generosity to his subjects.

5This quotes Isaiah 53:12, part of the “Suffering Servant” passage describing one who is despised, wounded, and numbered with transgressors. Jewish tradition has commonly read the servant as the nation of Israel enduring suffering, while the Gospel writers apply the words to Jesus.

6Verses 43–44 — the angel, and the sweat like drops of blood — are absent from several of the earliest manuscripts, among them P75 and Codex Vaticanus. Westcott–Hort and some other editions set them apart as a later addition; the SBL text keeps them here.

7The council (Greek synedrion, the Sanhedrin) was the supreme Jewish legal body under Roman rule, traditionally numbering seventy-one members drawn from the chief priests, elders, and scribes. It normally convened in Jerusalem near the temple.


Luke · Chapter 23
Jesus Before Pilate and Herod
The council hands Jesus over to the Roman governor, who finds no guilt in him.
Then the whole assembly rose up and led him to Pilate. 2 They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man twisting our nation around — telling people not to pay taxes to Caesar, and claiming he himself is the Anointed One, a king.”[1]

3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

He answered, “You say so.”

4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no crime in this man.”

5 But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching all through Judea — he started in Galilee and has come all the way here.”

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that he was under Herod’s authority, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem during those days.[2]

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad. He had wanted to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign performed by him. 9 He questioned him at length, but Jesus gave him no answer at all. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood there, accusing him fiercely.

11 Then Herod, along with his soldiers, treated him with contempt. They mocked him, threw a shining robe around him, and sent him back to Pilate.[3] 12 That very day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other — before this they had been enemies.

• • •

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought this man to me as someone who was leading the people astray. Look — I have examined him before you and found no crime in this man regarding the things you charge against him. 15 Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look — he has done nothing worthy of death. 16 So I will have him flogged and then release him.”

18 But they shouted out all together, “Take this man away! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for a revolt that had happened in the city, and for murder.)

20 Pilate addressed them again, wanting to release Jesus. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”

22 A third time he said to them, “Why? What evil has this man done? I have found no reason for death in him. So I will have him flogged and then release him.”

23 But they pressed on with loud shouts, demanding that he be crucified. And their shouts won out. 24 Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the man they asked for — the one thrown into prison for revolt and murder — and handed Jesus over to their will.

• • •

26 As they led him away, they grabbed a man named Simon, from Cyrene, who was coming in from the country. They laid the cross on him to carry behind Jesus.[4]

27 A large crowd of people followed him, including women who were beating their chests and wailing for him. 28 Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not cry for me. Cry for yourselves and for your children. 29 Look — the days are coming when they will say, ‘Fortunate are the barren women, the wombs that never gave birth, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’[5] 31 For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32 Two others, criminals, were also led away with him to be executed.

• • •

33 When they came to the place called The Skull, they crucified him there — and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”

And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.[6]

35 The people stood watching. The rulers sneered at him, saying, “He saved others — let him save himself, if he is the Anointed One of God, the Chosen One.”

36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”

38 There was also an inscription above him: “This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals hanging there kept hurling insults at him: “Aren’t you the Anointed One? Save yourself — and us!”

40 But the other one rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are here justly — we’re getting what our actions deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

43 Jesus answered him, “Amen, I tell you — today you will be with me in paradise.”

• • •

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 45 The sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn down the middle.

46 Jesus cried out with a loud voice and said, “Father, into your hands I place my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last.

47 When the officer saw what had happened, he praised God and said, “Surely this man was innocent.”

48 All the crowds who had gathered for this spectacle, when they saw what had happened, went home beating their chests. 49 All his acquaintances stood at a distance, along with the women who had followed him from Galilee — watching these things.

• • •

50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the council, a good and upright man — 51 he had not agreed with their plan and action. He was from Arimathea, a town of the Jews, and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 He took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb cut into the rock, where no one had ever been placed.

54 It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was about to begin.

55 The women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they went back and prepared spices and perfumes.

And on the Sabbath they rested, according to the commandment.

1Judea under Roman rule owed direct taxes to Rome, including a land tax and a head tax (the tributum capitis) counted from the census. Publicly urging people to refuse those payments was not a mere fiscal complaint but an act of rebellion against Caesar.

2Herod Antipas ruled Galilee and Peraea with the title “tetrarch” — literally “ruler of a quarter,” one of several regional rulers who divided his father Herod the Great’s kingdom. His jurisdiction did not extend to a Galilean standing trial in Jerusalem.

3Luke’s word (lampran) means “bright” or “gleaming” and does not name a color. Mark and Matthew describe the mock-royal garment as purple and scarlet respectively; Luke leaves it simply as a dazzling robe.

4Cyrene was a Greek-founded city in what is now Libya, on the North African coast, with a large and long-established Jewish community. Jews from there traveled to Jerusalem for festivals, so Simon was likely a pilgrim in the city for Passover, seized off the road as he came “in from the country.”

5These words echo the Greek Old Testament of Hosea 10:8, where the prophet pictures a people so desperate under judgment that they beg the mountains to bury them.

6Jesus’ words here — “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing” — are absent from several of the earliest manuscripts, among them P75 and Codex Vaticanus, and from the original hand of Codex Bezae. Westcott–Hort and some other editions set them apart as a later addition; the SBL text keeps them here.


Luke · Chapter 24
The Empty Tomb and the Road to Emmaus
Jesus rises, walks unrecognized with two of his followers, and opens their eyes.
On the first day of the week, at deep dawn, they came to the tomb carrying the spices they had prepared.[1] 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 and when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they stood there at a loss about this, suddenly two men in clothes that flashed like lightning stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here — he has been raised. Remember how he spoke to you while he was still in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be handed over into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words.

9 Returning from the tomb, they reported all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told these things to the messengers. 11 But these words seemed to them like nonsense, and they did not believe the women. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Stooping down, he sees only the linen cloths. And he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.

13 Now that same day, two of them were traveling to a village about seven miles from Jerusalem, named Emmaus,[2] 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had taken place. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself drew near and walked along with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 He said to them, “What are these words you are tossing back and forth as you walk?” And they stood still, their faces downcast.

18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who doesn’t know what has happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” They said to him, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet powerful in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified him. 21 But we were hoping that he was the one about to set Israel free. And besides all this, this is the third day since these things happened.[3] 22 But also, some women from among us amazed us. They went to the tomb early in the morning 23 and, not finding his body, came back saying they had even seen a vision of angels, who said he is alive. 24 Some of those with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.”

25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow in heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Wasn’t it necessary for the Anointed One to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what all the Scriptures said about him.

28 They drew near the village where they were going, and he acted as though he would travel farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is toward evening and the day is already far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 And when he reclined at table with them, he took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them.[4] 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him — and he vanished from them. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us as he spoke to us on the road, as he opened the Scriptures to us?”

33 And rising that very hour, they returned to Jerusalem and found the Eleven gathered together, along with those with them, 34 saying, “The Lord really has been raised, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they described what had happened on the road, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

36 While they were saying these things, he himself stood in the middle of them. 37 But they were startled and terrified, and thought they were seeing a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet — it is I myself. Touch me and see, because a spirit does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.[5] 41 While they still could not believe it for sheer joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in front of them.

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you — that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”[6] 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “This is what is written: that the Anointed One would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that a change of heart and forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And look — I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 And while he was blessing them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.[7] 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,[8] 53 and they were continually in the temple, blessing God.

1The Greek here is literally “on the first of the sabbaths” — the same noun, σάββατον, does double duty for both “Sabbath” and “week.” So the day is reckoned by counting from the Sabbath: the first day after it, which is Sunday.

2The Greek measures sixty stadia, roughly seven miles. Where exactly Emmaus stood is still disputed: the ancient site of Emmaus-Nicopolis is a strong candidate historically but sits about nineteen miles from Jerusalem — far more than Luke’s figure — while other proposed sites are closer. No location has been settled with certainty.

3The count is inclusive, the ordinary Jewish way of reckoning: the day of the crucifixion counts as one, so Friday, Saturday, and Sunday together make “the third day.”

4These four actions — took, blessed, broke, gave — are the ordinary gestures of a Jewish host beginning a meal, not anything peculiar to Passover. Luke uses the very same sequence at the feeding of the crowd and at the last supper.

5Verse 40 (“he showed them his hands and his feet”) is missing from Codex Bezae, several Old Latin copies, and two Syriac witnesses. The other Greek manuscripts have it.

6This names the three traditional divisions of the Hebrew scriptures — the Law (Torah), the Prophets, and the Writings. The Psalms is the opening and largest book of that third section, and here it stands in for the whole of it, so the phrase means the entire body of scripture.

7The words “and was carried up into heaven” are missing from Codex Bezae, several Old Latin copies, and the first hand of Codex Sinaiticus. P75 and most other witnesses have them.

8The words “knelt and worshiped him” are missing from Codex Bezae and several Old Latin copies. The great majority of Greek manuscripts have them.
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  John · Chapter 1
The Word Becomes Flesh and Dwells Among Us
The eternal Word enters the world, and the first disciples follow.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Everything came into being through him, and not one thing came into being without him. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and that life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God. His name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to testify about the light, so that everyone might believe through him. 8 He was not the light; he came to testify about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every person, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him — to those who believe in his name — he gave the right to become children of God,[1] 13 children born not of blood, nor of a body’s desire, nor of a husband’s will, but born of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory — glory like that of the one and only Son from the Father — full of grace and truth.[2] 15 (John testified about him and cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke of when I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus, the Anointed One. 18 No one has ever seen God. The one and only God, who is at the Father’s side — he has made him known.[3]

19 Now this is John’s testimony, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”[4] 20 He confessed and did not deny it — he confessed, “I am not the Anointed One.”

21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”

He said, “I am not.”

“Are you the Prophet?”

And he answered, “No.”[5]

22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”

23 He said, “I am the voice of one shouting in the desert: ‘Make the Lord’s road straight,’ just as the prophet Isaiah said.”[6]

24 (Now those who had been sent were from the Pharisees.) 25 And they questioned him and said, “Why then do you baptize, if you are not the Anointed One, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. But among you stands one you do not know — 27 the one coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”

28 These things happened in Bethany, across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.[7]

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look — the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him. But I came baptizing with water so that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I did not know him. But the one who sent me to baptize with water — he said to me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain — this is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen it, and I have testified that this is the Chosen One of God.”

35 The next day John was standing there again with two of his disciples. 36 He looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Look — the Lamb of God!”

37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you looking for?”

They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?”[8]

39 He said to them, “Come and see.”

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day. It was about four in the afternoon.

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John said and followed Jesus. 41 The first thing he did was find his own brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (which translated means the Anointed One). 42 He brought him to Jesus.

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 (Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.)

45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the law, and the prophets also wrote about — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Look — a true Israelite, in whom there is no deceit.”

48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?”

Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”

49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered him, “Do you believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Amen, amen, I tell you: you will see heaven opened and the angels of God going up and coming down upon the Son of Man.”[9]

1The Greek verb is pisteuō, and its noun is pistis, “faith.” In English “believe” can suggest merely agreeing that something is true; the Greek is closer to putting your weight on something — trust, reliance, staking yourself on a person. The verb appears 98 times in John’s Gospel — more than in any other book of the New Testament — and we render it “believe” every time.

2The Greek verb behind “lived among us,” eskēnōsen, literally means “pitched a tent” or “tabernacled.” It echoes the tent of meeting in Exodus, where God’s glory settled among the Israelites.

3Here the two oldest streams of manuscripts part ways. The earliest copies read monogenēs theos, “the only God” or “the unique one, himself God” — the reading this edition follows. Later manuscripts, the ones behind the King James, read monogenēs huios, “the only Son.” A single word differs in the Greek.

4The Greek is hoi Ioudaioi. It is one word — the same word behind both English “Jew” and “Judean” — and it does not separate the two senses. In John it most often names the Jerusalem establishment set against Jesus: the priests, the temple authorities, the men with power to expel someone from the synagogue. It does not mean the Jewish people as a whole, and it cannot: Jesus is a Jew, his mother is a Jew, every disciple in this book is a Jew, and John has the woman at the well call Jesus a Jew to his face (4:9). What is being described is an argument inside Judaism, not one between Judaism and something else. Later readers who took these words as a charge against a whole people were misreading them, with terrible consequences. We have not softened the wording to prevent that; we have translated what the Greek says and set the record here.

5“The Prophet” was a specific figure many Jews were expecting, based on Moses’ words in Deuteronomy 18:15-18: “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me.”

6John quotes Isaiah 40:3, where a voice calls to prepare a highway for the LORD — that is, for God himself — coming to his people.

7This is not the Bethany near Jerusalem where Lazarus, Mary, and Martha lived; it lay on the east bank of the Jordan, some distance away. The two were confused even in antiquity — the third-century scholar Origen, unable to locate an eastern Bethany, proposed reading “Bethabara” instead.

8The text glosses “Rabbi” as “Teacher,” but in this period the word was a term of respect for a learned master rather than the formal, ordained office it became in later Judaism. Calling Jesus “Rabbi” marks him as a recognized teacher without implying any official credential.

9Jesus draws on Jacob’s dream at Bethel in Genesis 28:12, where angels ascended and descended on a ladder set between heaven and earth. Here the traffic moves “upon the Son of Man.”


John · Chapter 2
A Wedding in Cana and the Temple in Jerusalem
Jesus turns water to wine, then drives merchants from the temple.
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and Jesus’ mother was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no wine.”

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with you and me? My hour hasn’t come yet.”[1]

5 His mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now six stone water jars stood there, the kind used for the Jewish purification rites, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.[2][3] 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them all the way to the top.

8 Then he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.”

So they took it.[4] 9 The master of the feast tasted the water that had become wine. He didn’t know where it came from — though the servants who had drawn the water knew — and he called the bridegroom over 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had plenty to drink. But you’ve kept the good wine until now.”

11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples, and they stayed there a few days.

• • •

13 The Jewish Passover was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and money-changers sitting at their tables. 15 He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the temple — the sheep and the cattle too. He scattered the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those selling doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a marketplace.”

17 His disciples remembered that it is written, “Passion for your house will consume me.”[5]

18 The Jews responded, “What sign can you show us to prove you have the right to do this?”

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

20 The Jews said, “This temple took forty-six years to build, and you’re going to raise it up in three days?”[6] 21 But the temple he was speaking about was his body. 22 So after he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word Jesus had spoken.

23 While he was in Jerusalem for the Passover festival, many people believed in his name when they saw the signs he was doing. 24 But Jesus didn’t entrust himself to them, because he knew all people. 25 He didn’t need anyone to tell him about human nature — he knew what was in a person.

1The Greek behind this line, literally “what to me and to you,” is an old Semitic idiom found throughout the Hebrew scriptures. It signals distance or reluctance to be drawn into a matter — closer to “why involve me in this?” than to a rebuke. “Woman” is a respectful, not cold, form of address here.

2Under Jewish purity law ceramic vessels that contracted impurity had to be broken, but stone could not become impure, so it was prized for ritual washing. Large limestone jars like these have been excavated across first-century Galilee and Judea.

3The Greek measures each jar at two or three metrētai, a metrētēs being roughly ten gallons. Six jars filled to the brim comes to somewhere around 120 to 180 gallons.

4The “master of the feast” (architriklinos) was the person who ran a banquet — overseeing the food, drink, and flow of the celebration, something like a head steward or toastmaster. He was not the host or bridegroom.

5The disciples are recalling Psalm 69:9, “zeal for your house has consumed me,” the cry of a righteous sufferer mocked for his devotion to God. Our “passion” renders the same word usually translated “zeal.”

6Herod the Great began his lavish rebuilding of the temple around 20–18 BC, so a forty-sixth year points to roughly AD 27–28 — one of the few datable anchors in the Gospels. The complex was still unfinished, and work continued for decades until shortly before Rome destroyed it in AD 70.


John · Chapter 3
A Teacher Comes by Night
A Pharisee meets Jesus in the dark, and everything he thought he knew unravels.
There was a man from the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.[1] 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. No one could do the signs you’re doing unless God were with him.”

3 Jesus answered him, “Amen, amen, I tell you — unless a person is born from above, they cannot see the kingdom of God.”[2]

4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a person be born when they’re old? They can’t enter their mother’s womb a second time and be born, can they?”

5 Jesus answered, “Amen, amen, I tell you — unless a person is born of water and spirit, they cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the spirit is spirit. 7 Don’t be surprised that I told you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants, and you hear its sound, but you don’t know where it comes from or where it’s going. That’s how it is with everyone born of the spirit.”[3]

9 Nicodemus answered him, “How can these things happen?”

10 Jesus answered him, “You’re the teacher of Israel, and you don’t understand this? 11 Amen, amen, I tell you — we speak about what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but you won’t accept our testimony. 12 If I’ve told you about earthly things and you don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has gone up into heaven except the one who came down from heaven — the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[4] 15 so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.

16 For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have eternal life. 17 God didn’t send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but so the world could be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned. But whoever doesn’t believe is condemned already, because they haven’t believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness more than the light, because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does wicked things hates the light and won’t come to the light, so their deeds won’t be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

• • •

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside. He stayed there with them and was baptizing. 23 John was also baptizing, at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water there. People kept coming and being baptized —[5] 24 John hadn’t been thrown into prison yet.

25 Now a dispute broke out between John’s disciples and a Jewish man about purification. 26 They came to John and said, “Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan — the one you testified about — look, he’s baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”

27 John answered, “A person can’t receive a single thing unless it’s been given to them from heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Anointed One, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom stands by and listens for him, and he’s filled with joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. So this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must become greater, and I must become less.”

31 The one who comes from above is above all. The one who is from the earth belongs to the earth and speaks from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever does accept it has certified that God is true. 34 The one God sent speaks God’s words, for God gives the spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. But whoever rejects the Son won’t see life — God’s anger remains on them.

1The Greek word here is archōn, “ruler.” Nicodemus was a member of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish council that interpreted and enforced religious law under the limits Rome allowed.

2The Greek word anōthen means both “from above” and “again, anew.” The exchange turns on a pun that can’t quite survive translation, which is why English versions have to pick one sense and lose the other.

3The same Greek word, pneuma, means both “wind” and “spirit” (as does the Hebrew ruach).

4The reference is to Numbers 21, where God sends venomous snakes among the Israelites, then tells Moses to mount a bronze serpent on a pole; anyone bitten who looked at it lived. The chosen verb, “lifted up,” does double duty in John — it points both to being raised on a pole and to being raised up in death.

5The exact site is uncertain, but the name fits: Aenon derives from a word for springs, and the text notes there was “plenty of water there” — the practical reason John set up to baptize. One long-standing proposal places it near a village still called Salim and springs called ‘Ainun, in the region north of the central hill country.


John · Chapter 4
Jesus Talks with a Samaritan Woman and Heals an Official’s Son
Jesus meets a woman at a well, and life begins to spread.
When Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard he was making and baptizing more disciples than John — 2 though Jesus himself did not baptize, but his disciples did — 3 he left Judea and went back to Galilee. 4 He had to go through Samaria.[1]

5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the piece of land Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, tired from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 His disciples had gone into town to buy food.

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask me for a drink — a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews do not share things with Samaritans.)[2]

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”

11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket and the well is deep. Where do you get this living water?[3] 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this well and drank from it himself, along with his sons and his animals?”

13 Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty again. 14 But whoever drinks the water I give them will never be thirsty — ever. The water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up into eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw.”

16 He said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back here.”

17 The woman answered, “I have no husband.”

Jesus said to her, “You’re right to say, ‘I have no husband.’ 18 You’ve had five husbands, and the man you have now is not your husband. What you’ve said is true.”

19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you’re a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you people say Jerusalem is the place where people must worship.”[4]

21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you don’t know. We worship what we do know, because salvation comes from the Jews. 23 But a time is coming — and it’s already here — when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth. The Father is looking for people like that to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one called the Anointed One). “When he comes, he’ll explain everything to us.”[5]

26 Jesus said to her, “I am he — the one speaking to you.”

27 Just then his disciples came back. They were surprised that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What are you after?” or “Why are you talking with her?”

28 The woman left her water jar, went back into town, and said to the people, 29 “Come see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Anointed One?” 30 They came out of the town and went to him.

31 Meanwhile, the disciples kept urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”

32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you don’t know about.”

33 So the disciples said to each other, “Did someone bring him food?”

34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t you say, ‘Four more months and then the harvest’? Look, I’m telling you: lift up your eyes and see the fields — they’re already white for harvest. 36 The reaper is already receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper can celebrate together. 37 The saying holds true here: ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap what you didn’t work for. Others did the hard work, and you’ve stepped into their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony: “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them. He stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his own words. 42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said. We’ve heard him ourselves, and we know that this man really is the savior of the world.”

43 After the two days, he left there for Galilee. 44 Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own homeland. 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen everything he did in Jerusalem during the festival, since they had gone to the festival too.

46 He went again to Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. There was a royal official whose son was sick in Capernaum.[6] 47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea into Galilee, he went to him and begged him to come down and heal his son, who was about to die.

48 Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you won’t believe.”

49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my little boy dies.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Go. Your son lives.”

The man believed the word Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. 51 While he was still going down, his slaves met him and said that his boy was alive. 52 He asked them what time he had started to get better. They told him, “Yesterday at one in the afternoon the fever left him.” 53 The father realized that was the exact time Jesus had said to him, “Your son lives.” And he believed — he and his whole household.

54 This was the second sign Jesus did after coming from Judea into Galilee.

1Samaria lay directly between Judea and Galilee, so the shortest road ran straight through it. Despite the well-known hostility between the two peoples, this direct route was commonly traveled; those who wanted to avoid Samaritan territory could instead cross to the east side of the Jordan River, adding time to the trip.

2The Greek verb here (synchraomai) is unusual and hard to pin down. Rather than a blanket ban on all contact, it more likely refers specifically to sharing vessels — cups, jars, and the like — which touches exactly on the moment: a Jewish man asking to drink from a Samaritan woman’s water jar.

3The Greek word is kyrie — the same word rendered “Lord” when a disciple says it. It ran the whole range from a polite “sir” to a slave’s “master” to “Lord” for God. English has no single word that does all three, so we choose by context.

4The mountain in view is Gerizim, overlooking the well, which the Samaritans held to be the true site God had chosen — not Jerusalem. They had built a temple there, which was destroyed by the Judean ruler John Hyrcanus around 128 BCE, more than a century before this conversation.

5The Samaritans accepted only the five books of Moses, so their hope was not for a royal heir of David but for a coming prophet and teacher in the mold of Moses who would set things straight.

6The word (basilikos) means literally ‘a king’s man.’ Galilee was ruled by Herod Antipas, who governed as a tetrarch but was popularly called king, so the man was most likely one of Antipas’s court officials rather than a Roman soldier.


John · Chapter 5
The Healing at the Pool and the Authority of the Son
A man waits thirty-eight years. One word changes everything.
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate there is a pool called in Hebrew Bethesda, which has five covered walkways.[1] 3 In these lay a crowd of sick people — blind, lame, paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been sick for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to get well?”

7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up. While I’m trying to get there, someone else goes down ahead of me.”[2]

8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up your mat, and walk.”[3] 9 At once the man was healed. He picked up his mat and walked.

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It’s the Sabbath, and you’re not allowed to carry your mat.”[4]

11 But he answered them, “The man who made me well — he told me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’”

12 They asked him, “Who is this man who told you, ‘Pick it up and walk’?”

13 But the man who had been healed didn’t know who it was, because Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.

14 Later Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “Look, you are well now. Don’t sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.

16 And this is why the Jews began harassing Jesus — because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I am working too.”

18 For this reason the Jews tried all the more to kill him, because he was not only breaking the Sabbath, but was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

19 So Jesus answered them: “Amen, amen, I tell you, the Son can do nothing on his own. He can only do what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son does in the same way. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything he does. And he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he wants. 22 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 so that everyone will honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.

24 “Amen, amen, I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes the one who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has crossed over from death into life.

25 “Amen, amen, I tell you, the hour is coming — and is already here — when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For just as the Father has life in himself, so he has given to the Son to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to carry out judgment, because he is the Son of Man.[5]

28 “Don’t be amazed at this, because the hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out — those who have done good to a resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to a resurrection of judgment.

30 “I can do nothing on my own. I judge as I hear, and my judgment is just, because I don’t seek my own will but the will of the one who sent me.

31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid. 32 There is another who testifies about me, and I know that the testimony he gives about me is true. 33 You sent messengers to John, and he testified to the truth. 34 Not that I accept human testimony — I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 John was a lamp burning and shining, and for a while you were willing to rejoice in his light.

36 “But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has given me to complete — the very works I am doing — testify about me, that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself testified about me. You have never heard his voice or seen his form, 38 and you don’t have his word living in you, because you don’t believe the one he sent.

39 “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life. And they are the ones that testify about me — 40 yet you refuse to come to me so that you may have life.

41 “I don’t accept glory from people. 42 But I know you — that you don’t have the love of God in you. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you don’t receive me. If someone else comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, when you accept glory from one another and don’t seek the glory that comes from the only God?

45 “Don’t think that I will accuse you before the Father. The one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have placed your hope. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, because he wrote about me. 47 But if you don’t believe his writings, how will you believe my words?”

1Bethesda was a twin pool complex just north of the Temple, uncovered by excavation near the Church of St. Anne in Jerusalem: colonnades ran along its four sides, with a fifth along the divider between the two basins — the “five covered walkways.”

2Many Bibles contain a further sentence here — that an angel came down and troubled the water — but that explanation is absent from the earliest Greek manuscripts, which is why this edition passes from verse 3 to verse 5.

3Carrying an object from one domain to another was counted among the thirty-nine categories of work later codified as forbidden on the Sabbath.

4Here the Greek hoi Ioudaioi clearly means the authorities, not the populace — they are the ones with standing to enforce the Sabbath and, later in this chapter, to seek Jesus’s death. The healed man is himself a Jew, as is Jesus. See the note at 1:19.

5The phrase reaches back to Daniel 7, where “one like a son of man” comes on the clouds and is given everlasting dominion and authority over all nations by God.


John · Chapter 6
The Feeding of the Five Thousand and the Bread of Life
Jesus feeds a crowd, walks on water, and calls himself the bread of life.
After this, Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias). 2 A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs he was doing on those who were sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near.

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where can we buy bread so these people can eat?” 6 He said this to test him, because he already knew what he was about to do.

7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread wouldn’t be enough for each of them to get even a little.”[1]

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There’s a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are those for so many people?”[2]

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place. So the men sat down — about five thousand of them. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were seated. He did the same with the fish, as much as they wanted.

12 When they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples, “Gather up the leftover pieces so nothing goes to waste.” 13 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with pieces from the five barley loaves — what was left over after everyone had eaten.

14 When the people saw the sign that Jesus had done, they said, “This truly is the Prophet who is to come into the world.”[3] 15 Jesus knew they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, so he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea. 17 They got into a boat and started across the sea toward Capernaum. It was already dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 A strong wind was blowing, and the sea was getting rough.

19 After they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat. They were terrified.[4] 20 But he said to them, “I am. Don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat reached the land they were heading for.

22 The next day, the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there had been only one boat there. They also saw that Jesus had not gotten into the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had left alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”

26 Jesus answered them, “Amen, amen, I tell you: you’re looking for me not because you saw signs, but because you ate the loaves and were filled. 27 Don’t work for the food that spoils, but for the food that lasts into eternal life — the food the Son of Man will give you. For God the Father has set his seal on him.”

28 So they said to him, “What should we do so that we’re doing the works of God?”

29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God: that you believe in the one he sent.”

30 So they said to him, “What sign will you do, then, so we can see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the desert, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”[5]

32 Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I tell you: Moses didn’t give you the bread from heaven. My Father is giving you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”

34 They said to him, “Lord, give us this bread always.”

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But I told you: you’ve seen me, and yet you don’t believe. 37 Everyone the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38 For I’ve come down from heaven not to do my own will, but the will of the one who sent me. 39 And this is the will of the one who sent me: that I should lose none of all he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is my Father’s will: that everyone who looks at the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.”

41 The Jews began grumbling about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They were saying, “Isn’t this Jesus, Joseph’s son? We know his father and mother. How can he now say, ‘I’ve come down from heaven’?”

43 Jesus answered them, “Stop grumbling among yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up on the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets: ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard from the Father and learned comes to me. 46 Not that anyone has seen the Father — only the one who is from God has seen the Father. 47 Amen, amen, I tell you: whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert and died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that a person may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, they will live forever. And the bread I will give is my flesh — for the life of the world.”

52 The Jews then argued among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”

53 So Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I tell you: unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me will also live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven — not like the bread your ancestors ate, and they died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”

59 He said these things while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.

60 When many of his disciples heard this, they said, “This teaching is hard. Who can accept it?”

61 Jesus knew in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, so he said to them, “Does this trip you up? 62 What if you were to see the Son of Man going up where he was before? 63 The Spirit is what gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I’ve spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of you who don’t believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who the ones were who didn’t believe, and who was going to hand him over. 65 He said, “That’s why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted to them by the Father.”

66 From this point, many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.

67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, “You don’t want to leave too, do you?”

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, who would we go to? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.”

70 Jesus answered them, “Didn’t I choose you twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 71 He was speaking of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. For he — one of the Twelve — was about to hand him over.[6]

1A denarius was roughly a day’s wage for a laborer, so two hundred denarii came to about two hundred days’ pay.

2Barley bread was the cheaper grain, the everyday fare of the poor, while wheat was for those who could afford it.

3The crowd is echoing Moses’ promise in Deuteronomy 18:15–18 that God would raise up “a prophet like me” for Israel. By the first century many expected a specific end-times figure answering that description.

4The Greek says twenty-five or thirty stadia. A stadion was about 185 meters (roughly 600 feet), so that comes to somewhere around three to three and a half miles — putting the disciples out toward the middle of the lake when they saw Jesus.

5The crowd is quoting Scripture about the manna God rained down during the desert years — wording closest to Psalm 78:24, with the story itself told in Exodus 16.

6“Iscariot” is most widely read as “man of Kerioth,” a town in Judea — which would make Judas possibly the only non-Galilean among the Twelve. Some have proposed a link to the Latin sicarius (“dagger-man,” a violent zealot), but that reading is far less certain.


John · Chapter 7
Jesus at the Festival of Tabernacles
His brothers push him to go public, but he moves on his own time.
After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He did not want to move about in Judea, because the Jews there were looking for a chance to kill him. 2 Now the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was near.[1] 3 So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, so your followers there can see the works you are doing. 4 No one who wants to be known publicly does things in secret. If you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 Even his own brothers did not believe in him.

6 Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that what it does is evil. 8 You go up to the festival. I am not going up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After saying this, he stayed in Galilee.

10 But after his brothers had gone up to the festival, he also went — not openly, but in secret. 11 The Jews were looking for him at the festival and asking, “Where is he?” 12 And there was a lot of grumbling about him in the crowds. Some were saying, “He is a good man.” Others were saying, “No — he is leading the crowd astray.” 13 Yet no one spoke openly about him, for fear of the Jews.

14 About halfway through the festival, Jesus went up into the temple and began to teach. 15 The Jews were astonished. “How does this man know the Scriptures,” they said, “when he has never studied?”

16 Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 17 If anyone wants to do God’s will, they will know whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18 The one who speaks on his own seeks his own glory. But the one who seeks the glory of the one who sent him — that person is true, and there is nothing false in him. 19 Didn’t Moses give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?”

20 The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is trying to kill you?”

21 Jesus replied, “I did one work, and you are all astonished. 22 Moses gave you circumcision — not that it came from Moses, but from the patriarchs — and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 23 If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses is not broken, why are you angry with me because I made a man’s whole body well on the Sabbath?[2] 24 Do not judge by appearances. Judge with right judgment.”

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem began to say, “Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill? 26 And look — he speaks openly, and they say nothing to him. Could it be that the rulers really know this is the Anointed One? 27 But we know where this man comes from. When the Anointed One comes, no one will know where he is from.”

28 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple, cried out, “You know me, and you know where I am from. I have not come on my own. But the one who sent me is true, and you do not know him. 29 I know him, because I am from him, and he sent me.”

30 At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 31 Yet many in the crowd believed in him. They said, “When the Anointed One comes, will he do more signs than this man has done?”

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd grumbling these things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him.

33 Jesus said, “I am with you only a little while longer. Then I am going to the one who sent me. 34 You will look for me and you will not find me. And where I am, you cannot come.”

35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does he intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, ‘You will look for me and you will not find me, and where I am, you cannot come’?”

37 On the last day, the great day of the festival, Jesus stood and cried out, “If anyone is thirsty, let them come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me — as the Scripture has said — rivers of living water will flow from within them.”[3] 39 He said this about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were about to receive. The Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

40 When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This truly is the Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Anointed One.” But some said, “Surely the Anointed One does not come from Galilee, does he? 42 Doesn’t the Scripture say that the Anointed One comes from the seed of David, and from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?”[4] 43 So the crowd was divided because of him. 44 Some of them wanted to seize him, but no one laid hands on him.

45 The temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”

46 The guards answered, “No one has ever spoken like this man.”

47 The Pharisees replied, “Have you been led astray too? 48 Has any of the rulers believed in him, or any of the Pharisees? 49 But this crowd that does not know the law — they are cursed.”[5]

50 Nicodemus, the one who had come to Jesus earlier and was one of their own number, said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man without first hearing from him and finding out what he is doing?”

52 They answered him, “You are not from Galilee too, are you? Search and see: no prophet arises out of Galilee.”

• • •

The Woman Caught in Adultery (7:53–8:11)

The earliest and most reliable manuscripts do not include this story, and the ones that do sometimes place it elsewhere. It is very old and long-loved, and is printed here in its traditional place.


53 And each one went to his own house. 1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people were coming to him. He sat down and began to teach them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees bring a woman caught in adultery. They stand her in the middle 4 and say to him, testing him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. 5 Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 6 They said this to test him, so they might have grounds to accuse him. But Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground, paying no attention. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let the one among you who is without sin throw the first stone at her.” 8 And again he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 When they heard this, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, convicted by their conscience. Jesus was left alone, with the woman still standing there in the middle. 10 Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”

1During this week-long autumn festival, priests drew water from the Pool of Siloam each morning and poured it out at the altar, and the temple courts were lit with great lamps at night.

2Jewish law held that circumcision, commanded on a boy’s eighth day, must be carried out even when that day fell on the Sabbath — one command overriding the other.

3No single passage in the Hebrew Scriptures reads exactly like this quotation, and interpreters have proposed several sources — among them Ezekiel’s vision of water flowing from the temple (Ezekiel 47) and Zechariah’s “living waters” going out from Jerusalem (Zechariah 14), a text tied to Tabernacles. The Gospel itself adds that Jesus was speaking of the Spirit that believers would later receive.

4The crowd’s objection rests on Micah 5:2, which located the coming ruler’s origin in Bethlehem, David’s town.

5The contempt here reflects a real social divide. Learned teachers used the phrase “people of the land” (am ha’aretz) for ordinary Jews thought to be ignorant of the law and careless about its finer points; the word rendered “cursed” marks them as beneath the notice of the educated.


John · Chapter 8
Light and Darkness in the Temple
Jesus claims to be the light of the world, and the argument turns deadly.
12 Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are testifying about yourself. Your testimony isn’t valid.”

14 Jesus answered them, “Even if I do testify about myself, my testimony is valid, because I know where I came from and where I’m going. But you don’t know where I come from or where I’m going. 15 You judge by human standards. I don’t judge anyone. 16 And if I do judge, my judgment is true, because I’m not alone — I am with the Father who sent me. 17 In your own law it’s written that the testimony of two people is valid. 18 I am the one testifying about myself, and the Father who sent me testifies about me.”

19 So they said to him, “Where is your father?”

Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father too.”

20 He spoke these words near the treasury, while teaching in the temple. And no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.[1]

21 So he said to them again, “I’m going away, and you’ll look for me, and you’ll die in your sin. Where I’m going, you cannot come.”

22 So the Jews said, “He’s not going to kill himself, is he? Because he says, ‘Where I’m going, you cannot come’?”

23 And he said to them, “You are from below. I am from above. You are from this world. I am not from this world. 24 That’s why I told you that you’ll die in your sins. Because if you don’t believe that I am he, you’ll die in your sins.”

25 So they said to him, “Who are you?”

Jesus said to them, “What I’ve been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have a lot to say about you and a lot to judge. But the one who sent me is true, and what I heard from him — that’s what I speak to the world.”

27 They didn’t understand that he was talking to them about the Father.

28 So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you’ll know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own. I speak only what the Father taught me. 29 And the one who sent me is with me. He hasn’t left me alone, because I always do what pleases him.”

30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him.

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you remain in my word, you really are my disciples. 32 And you’ll know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and we’ve never been slaves to anyone. How can you say, ‘You’ll become free’?”[2]

34 Jesus answered them, “Amen, amen, I tell you: everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 And a slave doesn’t stay in the house forever. The son stays forever. 36 So if the son sets you free, you really will be free. 37 I know you’re Abraham’s descendants. But you’re trying to kill me, because my word has no room in you. 38 I speak what I’ve seen with the Father. And you do what you’ve heard from your father.”

39 They answered him, “Our father is Abraham.”

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you’d be doing the works Abraham did. 40 But now you’re trying to kill me — a man who has told you the truth I heard from God. Abraham didn’t do this. 41 You’re doing the works of your father.”

They said to him, “We weren’t born from forbidden sex. We have one Father — God.”

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you’d love me. Because I came from God and I’m here. I didn’t come on my own — he sent me. 43 Why don’t you understand what I’m saying? Because you can’t bear to hear my word. 44 You are from your father the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and never stood in the truth, because there’s no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he’s a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you don’t believe me. 46 Which one of you can prove me guilty of sin? If I’m telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God hears God’s words. The reason you don’t hear is that you don’t belong to God.”

48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right to say you’re a Samaritan and have a demon?”[3]

49 Jesus answered, “I don’t have a demon. I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50 I’m not seeking my own glory. There is one who seeks it and judges. 51 Amen, amen, I tell you: if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death — ever.”

52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know you have a demon. Abraham died, and so did the prophets. And you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death — ever.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets died too. Who do you think you are?”

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. It’s my Father who glorifies me — the one you call ‘our God.’ 55 And you haven’t known him. But I know him. If I said I didn’t know him, I’d be a liar like you. But I do know him, and I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham was overjoyed at the thought of seeing my day. He saw it and was glad.”[4]

57 So the Jews said to him, “You’re not even fifty years old, and you’ve seen Abraham?”

58 Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I tell you: before Abraham was, I am.”[5]

59 So they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus hid himself and left the temple.[6]

1The Greek word here (gazophylakion) points to the temple’s treasury, generally placed in the Court of the Women, where freewill offerings were collected in a row of trumpet-shaped chests. The exact spot is debated.

2The people making this boast have as their founding story an escape from slavery in Egypt, followed by Babylonian exile and, in Jesus’ day, Roman occupation.

3In first-century Judea this was a cutting insult. Jews and Samaritans shared roots but had split bitterly over worship and lineage, each regarding the other as impure, and the hostility ran deep and long.

4Jewish tradition held that Abraham had been granted glimpses of the future, including the age of the Messiah.

5The Greek egō eimi, “I am,” echoes the way the Greek Old Testament renders God’s self-naming to Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:14). Jesus doesn’t say “I was” but “I am.”

6Jewish law required witnesses and a trial before a death sentence, and under Roman rule the authorities held that they could not carry out executions on their own (John 18:31).


John · Chapter 9
A Man Born Blind Sees
Jesus heals a blind man on the Sabbath and upends everything.
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned — this man or his parents — that he was born blind?”[1]

3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned. This happened so that God’s works might be shown in him. 4 We must do the works of the one who sent me while it is day. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

6 After saying this, he spat on the ground, made mud with the spit, and spread the mud on the man’s eyes. 7 Then he said to him, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came back seeing.[2]

8 His neighbors and those who had seen him before — because he was a beggar — began asking, “Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It’s him.” Others said, “No, but he looks like him.” The man himself kept saying, “I’m the one.”

10 So they asked him, “How were your eyes opened?”

11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I could see.”

12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I don’t know.”

13 They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14 Now the day Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes was a Sabbath.[3] 15 So the Pharisees also asked him how he had gained his sight. He told them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see.”

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, because he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a sinful man do signs like these?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they spoke to the blind man again: “What do you say about him, since he opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had gained his sight until they called in the parents of the man who could now see. 19 They asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he see now?”

20 His parents answered, “We know this is our son, and we know he was born blind. 21 But how he sees now, we don’t know. And who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He’s old enough. He can speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews. The Jews had already agreed that if anyone confessed Jesus to be the Anointed One, that person would be thrown out of the synagogue.[4] 23 That is why his parents said, “He’s old enough. Ask him.”

24 So for a second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know this man is a sinner.”

25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I don’t know. One thing I do know: I was blind, and now I see.”

26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

27 He answered them, “I already told you, and you didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it again? You don’t want to become his disciples too, do you?”

28 They hurled insults at him and said, “You are that man’s disciple. We are disciples of Moses. 29 We know God spoke to Moses, but this man — we don’t even know where he comes from.”

30 The man answered them, “Now that is remarkable — that you don’t know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. But if anyone is devout and does his will, God listens to that person. 32 Never in all history has anyone heard of a man opening the eyes of someone born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins — and you would teach us?” And they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. He found the man and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”[5]

36 The man answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so I can believe in him.”

37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him. In fact, he is the one speaking with you right now.”

38 He said, “I believe, Lord.” And he knelt down before Jesus.

39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment — so that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”

40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “We aren’t blind too, are we?”

41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin. But now you say, ‘We see.’ Your sin remains.”

1A strand of Jewish thought, drawing on lines like Exodus 20:5, held that the consequences of wrongdoing can pass down through a family. That idea was already contested in Jewish tradition.

2Siloam sat at the low southeastern end of Jerusalem, fed by water piped from the Gihon spring, and served ritual washing — its waters were carried up to the Temple during the Feast of Tabernacles. A large first-century pool at this spot was uncovered by archaeologists in 2004. John translates the name as “Sent.”

3John gives this detail after the healing. Making mud by mixing spit with earth fell under the kind of work counted as forbidden on the Sabbath, and healing was restricted to cases of danger to life.

4Expulsion from the synagogue (Greek aposynagōgos) meant more than losing a place to worship — it cut a person off from the community’s social, economic, and legal life.

5The phrase echoes Daniel 7, where “one like a son of man” is brought before God and given lasting dominion. In Daniel it is an image — a humanlike figure — rather than a fixed title.


John · Chapter 10
The Shepherd and His Sheep
Jesus calls himself the door and the good shepherd.
“Amen, amen, I tell you: the man who doesn’t come into the sheep pen through the gate but climbs in some other way — that man is a thief and a bandit.[1] 2 The one who comes in through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will never follow a stranger — they’ll run away from him, because they don’t recognize a stranger’s voice.”

6 Jesus told them this figure of speech, but they didn’t understand what he was saying to them.

7 So Jesus spoke again. “Amen, amen, I tell you: I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me were thieves and bandits, but the sheep didn’t listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever comes in through me will be saved. They’ll come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came so they could have life — life overflowing.

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand — who isn’t the shepherd and doesn’t own the sheep — sees the wolf coming, abandons the sheep, and runs. The wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He runs because he’s just a hired hand and doesn’t really care about the sheep.

14 “I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know me — 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that aren’t from this pen. I must bring them too, and they will hear my voice. Then there will be one flock and one shepherd.

17 “The Father loves me because I lay down my life — so I can take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me. I lay it down on my own. I have the authority to lay it down, and I have the authority to take it up again. This is the command I received from my Father.”

19 Once again the Jews were divided because of these words. 20 Many of them said, “He has a demon and he’s out of his mind. Why listen to him?” 21 But others said, “These aren’t the words of a demon-possessed man. Can a demon open blind eyes?”

• • •

22 It was now the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem. It was winter,[2] 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in Solomon’s Porch.[3] 24 The Jews surrounded him and demanded, “How long are you going to keep us hanging? If you are the Anointed One, tell us plainly.”

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, and you don’t believe. The works I do in my Father’s name — these testify about me. 26 But you don’t believe, because you’re not my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never be destroyed — no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus said to them, “I’ve shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these works are you stoning me?”

33 The Jews answered, “We’re not stoning you for a good work, but for blasphemy — because you, a mere man, are making yourself out to be God.”

34 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t it written in your own Law, ‘I said, you are gods’?[4] 35 If he called them gods — the ones the word of God came to — and the Scripture can’t be set aside, 36 how can you say to the one the Father set apart and sent into the world, ‘You’re blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I’m not doing my Father’s works, don’t believe me. 38 But if I am doing them, even if you don’t believe me, believe the works — so you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I am in the Father.”

39 Once more they tried to seize him, but he slipped out of their hands.

40 Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had first been baptizing, and he stayed there.[5] 41 Many people came to him. They said, “John never performed a sign, but everything John said about this man was true.” 42 And many there believed in him.

1The word here (αὐλή) points to a walled enclosure — in first-century Judea usually a roofless pen of stacked stone, out on the grazing hillside or beside a house, with a single opening for a door.

2This is Hanukkah, which marked the rededication of the Temple around 165 BCE after the Maccabees took it back and cleansed it following its desecration by the Greek-Syrian king Antiochus. It was kept for eight days in the depth of winter — which is why the text pauses to note the season.

3A covered colonnade running along the eastern edge of the Temple’s outer court. The historian Josephus describes it as a double row of columns, and the name tied it back to King Solomon — a sheltered place to walk and talk, useful in winter.

4Jesus is quoting Psalm 82:6, where God addresses a group — commonly read as human judges or rulers — as “gods.”

5The site is traditionally identified as Bethany Beyond the Jordan (Al-Maghtas), on the river’s eastern bank about nine kilometers north of the Dead Sea.


John · Chapter 11
The Death and Raising of Lazarus
A friend dies. Jesus cries. Then he calls him out of the tomb.
There was a man who was sick — Lazarus, from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 This Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair. Her brother Lazarus was the one who was sick. 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus: “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4 When Jesus heard it, he said, “This sickness will not end in death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.

7 Then after that he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.”

8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, just now the Jews were trying to stone you — and you’re going back there?”

9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours of daylight? If someone walks in the daytime, he doesn’t stumble, because he sees by the light of this world. 10 But if someone walks at night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”

11 He said this, and then he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep. But I’m going there to wake him up.”

12 So the disciples said to him, “Lord, if he’s asleep, he’ll get better.”

13 Jesus had been speaking about his death, but they thought he meant actual sleep. 14 So then Jesus told them plainly: “Lazarus is dead. 15 And I’m glad for your sake that I wasn’t there — so that you may believe. But let’s go to him.”

16 Then Thomas (called the Twin) said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go too — so we can die with him.”

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away,[1] 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother.

20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him. But Mary stayed sitting in the house.

21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.”

24 Martha said to him, “I know he will rise — in the resurrection on the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live. 26 And everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have believed that you are the Anointed One, the Son of God — the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying quietly, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 As soon as Mary heard that, she got up quickly and went to him.

30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village. He was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were in the house with Mary, comforting her, saw her get up quickly and go out. They followed her, thinking she was going to the tomb to cry there.

32 When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.”

33 When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who had come with her crying too, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?”

They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”

35 Jesus broke into tears.[2]

36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

37 But some of them said, “Couldn’t this man — who opened the eyes of the blind man — have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by now there will be a stench — it’s been four days.”[3]

40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I know that you always hear me. But I said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he shouted in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”

44 The dead man came out — his feet and hands wrapped with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped with a cloth.

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him and let him go.”[4]

45 So many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what Jesus did believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we doing? This man is performing many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him. Then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”

49 But one of them — Caiaphas, who was high priest that year — said to them, “You know nothing at all.[5] 50 You don’t realize that it’s better for you that one man die for the people, rather than the whole nation be destroyed.”

51 He didn’t say this on his own. But being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was about to die for the nation — 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the scattered children of God.

53 So from that day on they plotted to kill him.

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews. Instead, he left there and went to the region near the desert, to a town called Ephraim. He stayed there with his disciples.[6]

55 Now the Jewish Passover was near, and many people went up from the countryside to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple they said to one another, “What do you think? That he won’t come to the festival at all?” 57 The chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where Jesus was, he should report it — so they could arrest him.

1The Greek gives the distance as “about fifteen stadia.” A stadion ran roughly 185 meters (about 600 feet), so fifteen of them come to around 2.8 kilometers — closer to 1.75 miles than a round two. The detail places Bethany within easy walking distance of Jerusalem.

2The Greek changes verbs here. Mary and the mourners are klaiontes — crying aloud, the loud public grief of a funeral. Jesus edakrusen: he sheds tears. It is a quieter word than the wailing all around him.

3Jews of this period buried the dead quickly, usually the same day, since bodies decay fast in that climate. Later rabbinic tradition held that the soul lingered near the body for three days and departed on the fourth, when decomposition set in.

4Jewish burial meant wrapping the body in linen — here strips of cloth (keiriai) around the limbs and a separate face cloth (soudarion) — without the embalming or tight bandaging of Egyptian mummies. The same face cloth reappears in John 20, folded up in the empty tomb.

5John’s phrase “that year” can sound as if the office rotated annually. Caiaphas held the high priesthood for a long stretch, roughly AD 18 to 36 — an unusually stable tenure under Roman rule.

6Ephraim lay in the rough, thinly settled hill country northeast of Jerusalem, on the edge of the desert dropping toward the Jordan valley — often identified with the modern village of Taybeh.


John · Chapter 12
Mary Anoints Jesus at Bethany
Six days before the Passover, Jesus returns to Bethany and faces what is coming.
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany — the town where Lazarus lived, the man Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of pure nard perfume, very expensive, and poured it on Jesus’s feet and wiped his feet with her hair. The whole house filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples — the one who was about to hand him over — said, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?”[1] 6 He didn’t say this because he cared about the poor. He said it because he was a thief. He held the money bag and used to help himself to what was put into it.

7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has kept it for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me.”

The Plot Against Lazarus

9 A large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, and they came — not only because of Jesus, but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus too, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.

The Triumphal Entry

12 The next day, the huge crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way into Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord — the King of Israel!”[2]

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written:

15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look — your King is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.”

16 His disciples didn’t understand these things at first. But after Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and that they had done them for him.

17 Now the crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead kept telling what they had seen. 18 That’s why the crowd went out to meet him — they heard he had performed this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see? You’re getting nowhere. Look — the whole world has gone after him.”

Some Greeks Seek Jesus

20 Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.[3] 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.

23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Amen, amen, I tell you: unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it stays alone. But if it dies, it produces much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me. And where I am, my servant will be there too. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.”

Jesus Speaks About His Death

27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say — ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No — it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.”

Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”

29 The crowd standing there heard it and said it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”

30 Jesus answered, “This voice came not for my sake, but for yours. 31 Now is the judgment of this world. Now the ruler of this world will be thrown out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show what kind of death he was about to die.

34 The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Anointed One remains forever. So how can you say the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?”[4]

35 Jesus said to them, “The light is with you just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, so the darkness doesn’t overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness doesn’t know where he’s going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, so you may become children of light.”

Belief and Unbelief

When Jesus had said these things, he went away and hid himself from them.

37 Even though he had performed so many signs right in front of them, they still did not believe in him. 38 This fulfilled the word of Isaiah the prophet, who said:

“Lord, who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”

39 The reason they could not believe is that Isaiah also said:

40 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, so they cannot see with their eyes or understand with their hearts and turn — and I would heal them.”

41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke about him.

42 Even so, many of the authorities did believe in him. But because of the Pharisees, they wouldn’t admit it openly, so they wouldn’t be thrown out of the synagogue.[5] 43 They loved human praise more than praise from God.

Jesus’s Final Public Appeal

44 Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me doesn’t believe only in me, but in the one who sent me. 45 And whoever sees me sees the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as light, so that no one who believes in me has to stay in the darkness.

47 “If anyone hears my words and doesn’t keep them, I don’t judge him — for I didn’t come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and doesn’t receive my words has a judge: the word I have spoken — that is what will judge him on the last day. 49 For I haven’t spoken on my own. The Father who sent me has given me a command about what to say and what to speak. 50 And I know that his command is eternal life. So whatever I speak, I speak just as the Father has told me.”

1A denarius was roughly a day’s pay for an ordinary laborer, so three hundred of them came close to a full year’s wages.

2“Hosanna” comes from a Hebrew phrase in Psalm 118, hoshiah na, meaning “save, please” or “save us.” Originally a cry for rescue, by the first century it had also become a shout of praise.

3These “Greeks” (Hellenes) were non-Jews drawn to Israel’s God — likely “God-fearers” or Greek-speaking visitors rather than full converts. At the Temple they could go only as far as the outer Court of the Gentiles.

4The crowd is voicing a widely held expectation: passages like Psalm 89 and Isaiah 9 speak of an anointed king from David’s line whose reign never ends.

5The Greek term here, aposynagogos, means being cut off from the synagogue — the center of both worship and community life. Such expulsion carried real social cost: exclusion from communal prayer, study, and the network of belonging.


John · Chapter 13
The Last Supper and the Foot-Washing
Jesus washes his disciples’ feet, then says one of them will hand him over and Peter will deny him.
It was just before the Passover feast. Jesus knew that his hour had come — the time for him to leave this world and go to the Father. He had loved his own who were in the world, and he loved them to the very end.[1]

2 They were having supper. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to hand him over. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given everything into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God. 4 So he got up from the meal, laid aside his outer clothes, and wrapped a towel around himself.[2] 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel wrapped around him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

7 Jesus answered, “You don’t understand what I’m doing right now, but later you will.”

8 Peter said, “You will never wash my feet — ever.”

Jesus answered him, “If I don’t wash you, you have no share with me.”

9 Simon Peter said, “Lord, then not just my feet, but my hands and my head too!”

10 Jesus said to him, “A person who has bathed only needs to wash his feet — he’s completely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 He knew who was going to hand him over. That’s why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

12 When he had washed their feet and put his outer clothes back on and sat down again, he said to them, “Do you understand what I’ve done for you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you’re right — that’s what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet too. 15 I’ve given you an example, so that you should do just as I did for you. 16 Amen, amen, I tell you: a slave is not greater than his master, and a messenger is not greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, you’re fortunate if you do them.

18 “I’m not talking about all of you. I know the ones I’ve chosen. But this is so the Scripture would be fulfilled: ‘The one who eats my bread has lifted up his heel against me.’[3] 19 I’m telling you this now, before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am he. 20 Amen, amen, I tell you: whoever receives anyone I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”

21 After saying this, Jesus was deeply troubled in spirit. He spoke plainly: “Amen, amen, I tell you: one of you will hand me over.”

22 The disciples looked at each other, at a loss — who was he talking about? 23 One of his disciples, the one Jesus loved, was reclining right next to him.[4] 24 Simon Peter motioned to him to ask who Jesus meant. 25 So that disciple leaned back against Jesus and said, “Lord, who is it?”

26 Jesus answered, “It’s the one I give this piece of bread to after I’ve dipped it.” He dipped the piece of bread and gave it to Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son.[5] 27 And as soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.

Jesus said to him, “What you’re going to do, do quickly.”

28 No one at the table understood why he said this to him. 29 Since Judas held the money bag, some thought Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor.[6] 30 So after taking the piece of bread, Judas went out immediately. And it was night.

31 When he had gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and will glorify him right away. 33 Little children, I’m with you only a little while longer. You will look for me, and just as I said to the Jews — ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’ — so now I say it to you.

34 “I’m giving you a new command: love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are to love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples — if you have love for one another.”

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?”

Jesus answered, “Where I’m going, you can’t follow me now — but you will follow later.”

37 Peter said, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”

38 Jesus answered, “You’ll lay down your life for me? Amen, amen, I tell you: before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.”

1John places this supper before the festival proper, and later times the crucifixion to when the Passover lambs were being killed. That differs from Matthew, Mark, and Luke, who present the meal itself as the Passover supper. The gap has been debated for centuries.

2Washing a guest’s feet — grimy from unpaved roads and open sandals — was the task of the lowest-ranking household slave.

3This quotes Psalm 41:9, where a trusted friend who shares the speaker’s bread turns on him. “Lifting the heel” is the image of betrayal by a table companion. Sharing food created a bond of loyalty.

4The Greek says this disciple lay “in the bosom” (ἐν τῷ κόλπῳ) of Jesus. At a formal meal guests reclined on their left elbows around a low table; the one just in front of the host, able to lean back against his chest, held the place of honor.

5Handing a guest a morsel dipped from the common dish was a gesture of favor and closeness, the kind of attention a host paid to someone he wished to honor.

6The word here (γλωσσόκομον) originally meant a case for the mouthpieces of wind instruments, and came to mean any small box or purse.


John · Chapter 14
Jesus Comforts His Disciples and Promises the Spirit
Before he leaves them, Jesus promises a way, a helper, and peace.
Don’t let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God — believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?[1] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me, so that where I am, you may be too. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you’re going. How can we know the way?”

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you have known me, you will know my Father too. From now on you do know him — you have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus replied, “Philip, I have been with you all this time, and still you don’t know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I speak to you I don’t speak on my own. The Father, living in me, is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.

12 “Amen, amen, I tell you: whoever believes in me will do the works I am doing, and even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, so that the Father may be honored in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you forever —[2] 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot receive him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, because he stays with you and will be in you.

18 “I will not leave you as orphans. I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Because I live, you will live too. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them — that is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and show myself to them.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, what has happened that you are going to show yourself to us and not to the world?”[3]

23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word you hear is not mine, but the Father’s who sent me.

25 “I have spoken these things to you while staying with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name — he will teach you everything and remind you of all that I have said to you.

27 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I don’t give as the world gives. Don’t let your hearts be troubled, and don’t be afraid. 28 You heard me say, ‘I am going away, and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I am. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen, you will believe.

30 “I won’t talk with you much longer, because the ruler of this world is coming. He has no hold on me.[4] 31 But I do as the Father commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father.

“Get up. Let’s leave this place.”[5]

1The Greek word behind “rooms” is monai, meaning dwelling-places or abodes — the King James Version’s famous “mansions” came into English through the Latin. The word is built on the same root as the verb “to remain” or “abide,” which surfaces again in verse 23, where Jesus says he and the Father will “make our home” with anyone who loves him.

2The Greek paraklētos literally means “one called alongside” — a helper, comforter, or legal defender who stands with you. There is no single Hebrew or Aramaic equivalent behind it.

3The text distinguishes this Judas from the one who handed Jesus over. Early tradition identifies him with the apostle called “Judas son of James” in Luke and Acts, and with the Thaddaeus of Matthew and Mark — the same figure under different names.

4The phrase (ho tou kosmou archōn) is generally read as a reference to Satan, and John uses it again at 12:31; Paul echoes it with “the god of this age” in 2 Corinthians 4:4. Second Temple Jewish writings had no fixed doctrine of Satan, so the title reflects an idea still taking shape rather than a settled formula.

5The command to get up and go is followed by three more chapters of discourse (15–17) before the departure at 18:1. Readers have long puzzled over this: some think the command marks a real move toward Gethsemane, others that later material was gathered in after this line was already written.


John · Chapter 15
The Vine and the Branches
Jesus speaks of remaining in him, loving one another, and facing the world’s hatred.
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.[1] 2 Every branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts off, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, so it will bear more fruit.[2] 3 You are already clean because of the word I’ve spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. Just as a branch can’t bear fruit by itself unless it stays in the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him — that person bears much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone doesn’t remain in me, he’s thrown out like a branch and withers. People gather them up, throw them into the fire, and they burn. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you want and it will happen for you. 8 My Father is glorified in this: that you bear much fruit and prove to be my disciples.

9 “Just as the Father has loved me, I’ve loved you too. Remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love — just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I’ve told you these things so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be full.

12 “This is my command: love one another the way I’ve loved you. 13 No one has greater love than this — that someone would lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a slave doesn’t know what his master is doing. But I’ve called you friends, because everything I’ve heard from my Father I’ve made known to you.[3] 16 You didn’t choose me — I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you. 17 This is what I command you: love one another.

18 “If the world hates you, know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. But you don’t belong to the world — I chose you out of the world — and that’s why the world hates you. 20 Remember the word I spoke to you: a slave is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they’ll persecute you too. If they kept my word, they’ll keep yours too. 21 But they’ll do all these things to you because of my name, since they don’t know the one who sent me.

22 “If I hadn’t come and spoken to them, they wouldn’t be guilty of sin. But now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father too. 24 If I hadn’t done among them the works no one else has done, they wouldn’t be guilty of sin. But now they’ve seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But this happened so the word written in their law would be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a reason.’[4]

26 “When the Advocate comes — the one I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father — he will testify about me.[5] 27 And you too will testify, because you’ve been with me from the beginning.”

1The vine was already a familiar image for Israel in the Hebrew Scriptures — planted and tended by God in Psalm 80 and Isaiah 5, but often disappointing him.

2There is a play on words here that English can’t quite carry. The verb for “prunes” (kathairei) is a gardening term for cleaning up a vine, and it shares its root with the word “clean” (katharoi) in the very next verse — so the pruning of the branches and the cleansing of the disciples are described with nearly the same word.

3The word here (doulos) means a slave — owned property with no standing to know the master’s business.

4The quoted line, “They hated me without a reason,” comes from the Psalms (35:19; 69:4), where the singer complains of enemies who hate him for no cause. John calls it their “law” — a broad use of the term that could cover the whole of the Hebrew Scriptures, not just the books of Moses.

5The Greek word is paraklētos, literally “one called alongside.” In ordinary Greek it carried a legal flavor — an advocate or supporter who speaks up for you — which is why translators reach for words like “Advocate,” “Counselor,” or “Helper.” The courtroom sense fits the surrounding talk of testifying and bearing witness.


John · Chapter 16
Sorrow Will Turn to Joy
Jesus prepares his disciples for sorrow, the Spirit’s coming, and a joy no one can take away.
I have told you all this so you won’t stumble and fall away. 2 They will throw you out of the synagogues. In fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering service to God.[1][2] 3 And they will do these things because they have not known the Father or me. 4 But I have told you this so that when their time comes, you will remember that I told you about it.

I didn’t say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to the one who sent me, and none of you asks me, “Where are you going?” 6 Instead, because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 But I am telling you the truth: it is better for you that I go away. For if I don’t go away, the Advocate will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.[3]

8 And when he comes, he will expose the world’s wrong about sin, about what is right, and about judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 about what is right, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.[4]

12 I still have many things to say to you, but you can’t bear them right now. 13 But when he comes — the Spirit of truth — he will guide you into all the truth. For he will not speak on his own, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will announce to you what is coming. 14 He will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and announce it to you. 15 Everything the Father has is mine. That is why I said he takes from what is mine and will announce it to you.

16 A little while, and you will see me no longer. And again a little while, and you will see me.

17 So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this he’s telling us: ‘A little while and you won’t see me, and again a little while and you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18 So they kept saying, “What is this ‘little while’ he’s talking about? We don’t know what he means.”

19 Jesus knew they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Are you wondering among yourselves about this — that I said, ‘A little while and you won’t see me, and again a little while and you will see me’? 20 Amen, amen, I tell you, you will cry and mourn, but the world will rejoice. You will be full of sorrow, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her time has come. But when she has delivered the child, she no longer remembers the trouble, because of the joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22 So you also have sorrow now. But I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.

23 On that day you will ask me nothing. Amen, amen, I tell you, whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you. 24 Until now you have asked for nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.

25 I have spoken these things to you in figures of speech. A time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures, but I will tell you plainly about the Father.[5][6] 26 On that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 27 For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and have come into the world. Now I am leaving the world again and going to the Father.”

29 His disciples said, “Look, now you are speaking plainly and not using any figure of speech. 30 Now we know that you know everything and have no need for anyone to question you. This is why we believe that you came from God.”

31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 32 Look, a time is coming — and has now come — when you will be scattered, each to his own, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 33 I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have trouble. But take courage — I have overcome the world.”

1The word behind this, ἀποσυναγώγους, describes being formally banned from the synagogue. In a first-century Jewish town that was not just a religious loss but a social and economic one — the synagogue was the community’s center, and expulsion cut a person off from their standing, their support network, and often their livelihood.

2The Greek (λατρείαν προσφέρειν) uses the language of worship and sacrifice for the act of killing. This reflects a strand of thought in which zealous violence for God’s honor could be seen as righteous — modeled on the priest Phinehas, praised in Numbers 25 for killing to defend God’s name, a story later invoked by militant “zealots.”

3The Greek word is παράκλητος (paraclete), literally “one called alongside.” Its primary sense is legal — an advocate or defender who stands with you in court — though it also carries the ideas of helper, supporter, and comforter. English versions split between these shades because no single word holds them all.

4This title (ὁ ἄρχων τοῦ κόσμου τούτου) is John’s phrase for Satan, used again in chapters 12 and 14. The word ἄρχων simply means “ruler” or “official” — the same term applied elsewhere to human authorities.

5The Greek word is παροιμία — a proverb, riddle, or veiled saying that hints at truth rather than stating it flat. John never uses παραβολή, the word for “parable” that dominates the other three Gospels; this is his term for Jesus’ indirect way of speaking.

6The word here is παρρησία, which in the Greek world meant frank, fearless speech — the freedom of a citizen to say things openly and without hiding.


John · Chapter 17
Jesus Prays for His Disciples and All Believers
Before his arrest, Jesus prays for unity, protection, and glory.
After Jesus said these things, he lifted his eyes toward heaven and said:

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you gave him authority over all flesh, so that he might give eternal life to everyone you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus the Anointed One, whom you sent.[1] 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory I had with you before the world existed.

6 “I have made your name known to the people you gave me out of the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you, 8 because I gave them the words you gave me, and they received them. They have come to know for certain that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me.

9 “I am asking on their behalf. I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those you have given me, because they are yours. 10 All that is mine is yours, and what is yours is mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.

“Holy Father, keep them in your name, the name you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, the name you gave me. I guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.[2]

13 “But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things while I am still in the world so that they may have my joy made full in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I am not asking that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth.[3] 18 Just as you sent me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I set myself apart, so that they too may be truly set apart.

20 “I am not asking only for these, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 so that they may all be one — just as you, Father, are in me and I am in you — so that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you sent me. 22 I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one just as we are one — 23 I in them and you in me — so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and that you loved them just as you loved me.

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, so they may see my glory, the glory you gave me because you loved me before the world was made.[4]

25 “Father, you are just — the world has not known you, but I have known you, and these have known that you sent me. 26 I have made your name known to them and will continue to make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

1The Greek word behind “true” here, alēthinon, means genuine or real — the authentic thing as opposed to the false or the counterfeit.

2“Son of destruction” (ho huios tēs apōleias) is a Hebrew-style turn of phrase in which “son of” names what someone is bound up with or headed for — here, ruin. The same expression turns up in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 for a coming figure of evil; in John it points to Judas.

3The verb here, hagiason, means to consecrate or set apart for God’s use — the same language the Hebrew scriptures use for dedicating priests and holy things to sacred service.

4The phrase pro katabolēs kosmou — “before the founding of the world” — reaches back past creation itself to describe the Father’s love for the Son. It’s the same reach as verse 5, where Jesus speaks of glory he had “before the world existed.”


John · Chapter 18
Jesus Is Arrested and Brought to Trial
In a garden at night, Jesus is handed over, and Peter denies him three times.
After Jesus had said these things, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron ravine to a place where there was a garden, and he and his disciples went in.

2 Now Judas, the one who was handing him over, also knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came there with a company of soldiers and some guards from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying lanterns, torches, and weapons.[1]

4 Jesus, knowing everything that was about to happen to him, stepped forward and said to them, “Who are you looking for?”

5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

He said to them, “I am he.” (Judas, the one handing him over, was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

7 So he asked them again, “Who are you looking for?”

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you’re looking for me, let these men go.” 9 This happened so that the word he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost a single one of those you gave me.”

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. 11 Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back in its sheath. Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?”

12 So the company of soldiers, their commander, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus and tied him up. 13 They led him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year.[2] 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better for one man to die for the people.

15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. That other disciple was known to the high priest, so he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard. 16 But Peter stood outside by the gate. So the other disciple, the one known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the woman at the gate and brought Peter in.

17 The servant girl at the gate said to Peter, “You’re not one of this man’s disciples too, are you?”

He said, “I am not.”

18 The slaves and guards were standing around a charcoal fire they had made because it was cold, and they were warming themselves. Peter was standing with them, warming himself too.

19 The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews gather. I said nothing in secret. 21 Why are you questioning me? Ask those who heard what I said to them. Look, they know what I said.”

22 When he said this, one of the guards standing there slapped Jesus and said, “Is that how you answer the high priest?”

23 Jesus answered him, “If I said something wrong, testify to what was wrong. But if I spoke rightly, why do you hit me?”

24 Then Annas sent him, still tied up, to Caiaphas the high priest.

25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was standing there warming himself. So they said to him, “You’re not one of his disciples too, are you?”

He denied it and said, “I am not.”

26 One of the high priest’s slaves, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?” 27 Peter denied it again, and right then a rooster crowed.

28 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was early morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so they wouldn’t become ritually unclean and could still eat the Passover meal.[3] 29 So Pilate came out to them and said, “What charge are you bringing against this man?”

30 They answered him, “If this man weren’t doing evil, we wouldn’t have handed him over to you.”

31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”

The Jews said to him, “We’re not permitted to put anyone to death.”[4] 32 This happened so that the word Jesus had spoken would be fulfilled, indicating the kind of death he was about to die.

33 Pilate went back into the headquarters, called for Jesus, and said to him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others tell you about me?”

35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own people and the chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?”

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my servants would fight so that I wouldn’t be handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”

37 So Pilate said to him, “So you are a king, then?”

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world: to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

After saying this, he went out again to the Jews and told them, “I find no grounds for a charge against him. 39 But you have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at the Passover. So do you want me to release the king of the Jews for you?”

40 They shouted back, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.[5]

1The Greek word here, “speira,” is the term for a Roman cohort — a full one numbered roughly 480 men in six centuries. Whether John means the full unit or a detachment, they arrive with lanterns, torches, and weapons.

2Annas had been high priest years earlier (appointed around AD 6, deposed by the Romans about AD 15), yet he still carried enormous weight: five of his sons, a grandson, and his son-in-law Caiaphas all held the office in turn.

3In John the Passover meal is still to come at this point, which puts John’s timeline a step ahead of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, where the Last Supper itself is the Passover meal, a difference readers have long debated.

4After Judea became a Roman province in AD 6, the authority to carry out an execution rested with the Roman governor, not the local council.

5The Greek “lēstēs” means more than a common thief; in first-century Judea it often described armed insurgents and rebels against Roman rule.


John · Chapter 19
Pilate Hands Jesus Over to Be Crucified
Jesus is flogged, mocked, condemned, crucified, and laid in a tomb.
So then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown out of thorns and put it on his head, and they threw a purple robe around him. 3 They kept coming up to him and saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face.

4 Pilate went outside again and said to them, “Look, I’m bringing him out to you so that you’ll know I find no charge against him.” 5 So Jesus came outside, wearing the thorn crown and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, “Look — the man.”

6 When the chief priests and the temple guards saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!”

Pilate said to them, “You take him and crucify him. I find no charge against him.”

7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.”

8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He went back into the governor’s headquarters and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You won’t speak to me? Don’t you know I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?”

11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given to you from above. That’s why the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.”

12 From that point on, Pilate tried to release him. But the Jews shouted, “If you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar’s. Anyone who makes himself a king sets himself against Caesar.”

13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place called the Stone Pavement — in Aramaic, Gabbatha.[1] 14 It was the day of Preparation for the Passover, about noon. And he said to the Jews, “Look — your king.”[2]

15 They shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”

Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?”

The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”

16 So then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus, 17 and carrying his own cross, he went out to the place called the Place of the Skull — in Aramaic, Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and two others with him, one on each side with Jesus in the middle.

19 Pilate also wrote a notice and put it on the cross. It read: “Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews.”[3] 20 Many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city. And it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Don’t write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I am King of the Jews.’”

22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four shares — one share for each soldier — plus the tunic. The tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. Let’s cast lots for it to see whose it will be.” This happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, the one that says:

They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.

So that’s what the soldiers did.

25 Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, look — your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Look — your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that everything had now been finished — so that the Scripture would be brought to completion — said, “I’m thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. So they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it up to his mouth.[4] 30 When Jesus had taken the sour wine, he said, “It is finished.” And bowing his head, he gave up his spirit.

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath — because that Sabbath was a high holy day. So they asked Pilate to have the men’s legs broken and the bodies taken away. 32 The soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man, and of the other one who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. 35 The one who saw this has testified to it, and his testimony is true. He knows he is telling the truth, so that you too may believe. 36 These things happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37 And another Scripture says: “They will look on the one they have pierced.”

38 After these things, Joseph from Arimathea — who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, because he feared the Jews — asked Pilate if he could take away the body of Jesus. And Pilate gave permission. So he came and took his body away. 39 Nicodemus also came — the one who had first come to Jesus at night — bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds.[5] 40 They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 So because it was the Jews’ day of Preparation, and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

1John gives two names for the spot where Pilate sat to judge: the Greek Lithostrotos, “stone pavement,” and the Aramaic Gabbatha, which points to a raised or high place. The two names describe different features rather than translating each other, and the exact location in Jerusalem is still disputed among archaeologists.

2The “day of Preparation” is the day before the Sabbath or festival. John times the sentencing to midday on the Preparation for Passover — the hours when the Passover lambs were being slaughtered in the temple. Mark puts Jesus on the cross at the “third hour” (about 9 a.m.) and treats the previous night’s supper as the Passover meal itself. The two accounts run on different clocks.

3A Roman execution normally carried a titulus, a placard naming the condemned and the charge, meant to publicly shame him and warn onlookers. It was written in three languages: the local Aramaic, the official Latin of Rome, and the common Greek of the eastern empire.

4Hyssop is a small, bushy herb, an odd choice for lifting a soaked sponge to a man on a cross. The plant carried Passover overtones: in Exodus a bunch of hyssop was used to smear the lamb’s blood on the doorposts. Scholars still dispute exactly which plant the Greek word names.

5A hundred Roman pounds comes to roughly 75 of our pounds, about 33 kilograms — a very large quantity of costly spice.


John · Chapter 20
The Empty Tomb and the Risen Jesus
From darkness and tears to recognition, peace, and the breath of life.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the entrance. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said to them, “They’ve taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him.”

3 So Peter and the other disciple left and went toward the tomb. 4 The two of them ran together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and got to the tomb first. 5 He bent down and looked in and saw the linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came up behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth that had been on Jesus’ head — not lying with the linen cloths, but folded up by itself in a separate place.[1] 8 Then the other disciple, the one who had reached the tomb first, also went in. He saw and believed. 9 They still didn’t understand the Scripture that said he had to rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their own homes.

11 But Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been — one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

She said to them, “Because they’ve taken my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.”

14 After she said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she didn’t realize it was Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you’ve carried him away, tell me where you’ve put him, and I’ll go get him.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).[2]

17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, because I haven’t gone up to the Father yet. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going up to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”[3]

18 Mary Magdalene went and told the disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them what he had said to her.

19 That evening, on that first day of the week, the doors were locked where the disciples were staying, because they were afraid of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”

20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. Just as the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.[4] 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you hold them back, they are held back.”

24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve (called the Twin), wasn’t with them when Jesus came.[5] 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the nail marks, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. The doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”

29 Jesus said to him, “You believe because you’ve seen me? Fortunate are those who haven’t seen and yet have believed.”

30 Jesus did many other signs in front of his disciples that aren’t written down in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Anointed One, the Son of God, and so that by believing you may have life in his name.

1The Greek word here, soudarion, was a cloth used to cover the face of a corpse. John notes it lay rolled up in its own place, apart from the other wrappings. A popular retelling claims folding a napkin was a cultural signal meaning “I’m coming back,” but there is no evidence for that custom.

2John hands the reader the Aramaic word Mary blurts out and then translates it: “Teacher.” “Rabboni” is a heightened form of the more common “Rabbi,” carrying a sense closer to “my master” or “my great teacher.”

3The old rendering “Touch me not” misses the Greek. The verb is a present-tense command that assumes an action already underway, so the sense is “stop clinging to me” rather than a warning against contact.

4The verb translated “breathed on” (enephysēsen) is rare, and it is the same word the Greek Old Testament uses when God breathes life into the first human in Genesis 2:7 and when breath revives the dry bones in Ezekiel 37.

5“Thomas” comes from the Aramaic word for twin, and the Greek gloss John adds, Didymos, means exactly the same thing — so the name is essentially “Twin the twin.” It reads like a nickname, but no early tradition tells us who his twin actually was.


John · Chapter 21
Jesus Appears by the Sea of Tiberias
The risen Jesus meets his disciples on the shore after a long, empty night.
After this, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. This is how it happened.[1]

2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were all together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I’m going fishing.”

“We’ll come with you,” they said.

They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4 Just as morning was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore — though the disciples didn’t realize it was Jesus.

5 He called out to them, “Boys, you don’t have any fish, do you?”

“No,” they answered.

6 He said, “Throw the net on the right side of the boat, and you’ll find some.”

So they threw it, and now they couldn’t haul it in because of the huge number of fish.

7 The disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!”

When Simon Peter heard it was the Lord, he pulled on his outer cloak — he had been stripped for work — and jumped into the sea.[2] 8 The other disciples came in the little boat, dragging the net full of fish. They weren’t far from land — only about a hundred yards out.[3]

9 When they stepped ashore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish lying on it, and bread.

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught.”

11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net onto the land. It was full of large fish — one hundred fifty-three of them. And even with so many, the net didn’t tear.[4]

12 Jesus said to them, “Come, have breakfast.”

None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them — and the fish as well.

14 This was now the third time Jesus showed himself to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said. “You know I care for you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”[5]

16 A second time he asked him, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”

“Yes, Lord, you know I care for you.”

Jesus said, “Shepherd my sheep.”

17 He said to him a third time, “Simon, son of John, do you care for me?”

Peter was upset that he asked him a third time, “Do you care for me?” He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know I care for you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Amen, amen, I tell you: when you were young, you fastened your own belt and walked wherever you wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten your belt and take you where you don’t want to go.”[6]

19 He said this to show what kind of death Peter would die to honor God. Then he said to him, “Follow me.”

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple Jesus loved following them — the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and asked, “Lord, who is the one handing you over?” 21 When Peter saw him, he asked Jesus, “Lord, what about him?”

22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to stay until I come, what is that to you? You — follow me.”

23 Because of this, a report spread among the brothers that this disciple wouldn’t die. But Jesus didn’t say he wouldn’t die. He said, “If I want him to stay until I come, what is that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who testifies about these things and who wrote them down. And we know that his testimony is true.

25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world couldn’t hold the books that would be written.

1This is the Sea of Galilee under a newer name. The lakeside city of Tiberias was founded around 20 CE in honor of the Roman emperor Tiberius, and the whole lake gradually came to be called after it — a name that had spread by the end of the first century. John is the only Gospel writer who uses it.

2The Greek word here (gymnos) can mean fully naked but often just means stripped down to a working garment.

3The Greek gives the distance as “two hundred cubits.” A cubit — the length from elbow to fingertip — was roughly eighteen inches, so two hundred of them come to about a hundred yards, or ninety meters. We’ve converted the ancient measure into its modern equivalent.

4The oddly exact count has fascinated readers for centuries. Augustine noted that 153 is the sum of every number from 1 to 17 and read symbolic meaning into it; others take it simply as the memory of a remarkable haul. No single explanation has ever won agreement.

5The exchange uses two Greek verbs for love. Jesus asks with agapaō the first two times, then shifts to phileō; Peter answers with phileō all three times. We’ve kept the difference with “love” and “care.” Whether John means a real distinction or is simply varying his words — as he does elsewhere — the text does not settle.

6Verse 19 tells us this saying points to “what kind of death Peter would die,” and “stretch out your hands” was widely read as pointing to crucifixion. The familiar detail that Peter was crucified upside down comes from later, non-biblical Christian tradition rather than from this text.



    The Gospels in Pictures

    Five plates that set the four gospels in place and time — where the story happens, when, the world they were written into, how the four relate, and how they came down to us. Each is followed by a short explanation and a note on its sources.

  The Land of the Gospels
[image: illustration]
The gospels unfold in a small strip of land on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean: Galilee in the north, where Jesus grew up and taught; Samaria in the middle; and Judea in the south, around Jerusalem. The distances are short — a few days’ walk from the Sea of Galilee down to the city.


The four gospels do not share a single itinerary. The first three keep Jesus in Galilee until one last journey south; John has him going up to Jerusalem several times. So this map marks the traditional sites and colours them by phase of the life — birth, ministry, the last week — rather than drawing a route that would pretend to a precision the sources don’t give.


On a present-day map this is Israel and the Palestinian West Bank — Galilee in the north, Samaria in the middle, Judea and Jerusalem in the south — with Lebanon just above (Tyre and Sidon) and Jordan across the river to the east. The whole of it is smaller than many a single U.S. state; you could drive its length in an afternoon.


Base map: Natural Earth vector data (public domain), coarsely simplified. Places are traditional site identifications.
The Life, in Time
[image: illustration]
Most of the life is unrecorded. The gospels give three scenes of a childhood, then fall silent for about twenty years, then crowd nearly everything into a ministry of one to three years at the end. The timeline’s axis is broken to match: the birth years and the ministry years each get their own scale, and the long Nazareth silence is compressed between them.


Where the sources are uncertain, so is the picture. The synoptic gospels suggest a single year of ministry; John implies three. The crucifixion falls on a Passover Friday that was either 7 April AD 30 or 3 April AD 33. Both are shown as ranges rather than settled.


Beneath the life run the wider world’s clocks: the Roman emperors Augustus and Tiberius; Herod the Great, Herod Antipas and the prefect Pontius Pilate in the Holy Land; and, further out, Wang Mang seizing the Han throne in China, the Eastern Han restored at Luoyang, and — unknown to any of it — Teotihuacan rising and the Maya flourishing across the ocean. The point is scale: a Galilean teacher, executed in a provincial backwater, in a world that barely noticed.


Dates follow mainstream scholarly ranges; the length of the ministry and the year of the crucifixion are shown as unsettled.
A Collision of Worlds
[image: illustration]
The gospels were written into a three-way collision of worlds. Rome held the power — its roads, its legions and its taxes reached from the Atlantic coast of Spain and Gaul to the Syrian desert. Greece held the culture — three centuries after Alexander, Greek was still the common language of the whole eastern Mediterranean. And Israel held a faith unlike any of its neighbours’, in one God who could not be carved or seen. The three did not blend so much as grind against one another, and the gospels grew in the friction. The three questions below are the ones that friction raises.


Did Rome conquer them?

Yes — all of it. Rome crushed Greece at Corinth in 146 BC and ruled it as a province. It took Jerusalem under Pompey in 63 BC, propped up client kings like Herod, then governed Judea directly through prefects — Pontius Pilate among them — from AD 6. By Jesus’s day a single empire stretched from the Atlantic coast of Spain and Gaul to the Syrian desert, and the whole Mediterranean was an inland Roman lake. Conquest was the water everyone swam in.


Why Greek — not Latin or Hebrew?

Because Greek got there first. Three centuries before Rome, Alexander had spread it across the East as the common tongue of trade and letters, and Rome — though it ruled — went on running its eastern half in Greek, saving Latin for the army and the western provinces. Ordinary Jews spoke Aramaic at home and heard Hebrew in the synagogue, yet the scriptures most of them actually read were already Greek: the Septuagint. So the gospels were written in Greek, to be understood everywhere. The sign Pilate nailed over the cross hedged all three at once — Hebrew, Latin and Greek.


What were the demons?

Here the worlds truly collide. To a Greek, the air between gods and mortals was thick with daimones — intermediary spirits, and morally neutral: one might guide you as easily as harm you. Israel’s single God left no such middle ground. A power that was not God had to resolve into something else — a dead idol of carved wood, or a spirit in revolt. So the very beings a Greek might honour, Jewish thought increasingly recast as demons; the Greek Old Testament even turned ‘the gods of the nations’ into ‘demons.’ On this reading — and it is one scholars still debate — the spirit-thronged world was not something new in the air, but something monotheism had reorganised. When the gospels show Jesus driving demons out, then, they picture more than a familiar scene: they show the one God reclaiming ground the lesser powers had been allowed to hold.


Base map: Natural Earth (public domain). Conquest dates, the spread of Greek, and the daimon-to-demon material follow standard ancient-history and history-of-religions scholarship.
How the Four Gospels Relate
[image: illustration]
Lay Matthew, Mark and Luke in three columns and you can read straight across: the same events, often in the same order, sometimes word for word. That is why they are called the synoptic — ‘seen together’ — gospels. John will not line up like this: different stories, a different order, a different voice. Explaining that pattern — so much overlap among three, so little with the fourth — is what scholars call the Synoptic Problem.


The most widely held answer is the two-source theory. Mark was written first, around AD 70, and both Matthew and Luke used it as their narrative spine. Where Matthew and Luke agree against Mark — mostly in the sayings of Jesus — they seem to draw on a second, now-lost collection that scholars call Q (from the German Quelle, ‘source’). Q has never been found; it is reconstructed backward from the verses the two share. Each writer then added material of his own — the ‘special M’ and ‘special L’ found in only one gospel.


So the shared story sorts into layers. The triple tradition — passages in all three — comes from Mark. The double tradition — about 235 verses in Matthew and Luke but not Mark, mostly teaching — is the evidence for Q. The rest is each gospel’s own: the magi and several parables of judgement only in Matthew; the good Samaritan and the prodigal son only in Luke.


John belongs to a different stream. It shares almost none of the others’ wording and was written last, around AD 90–110, seemingly out of its own tradition. And none of this is settled: Q has never surfaced, and respected scholars still argue the alternatives — that Luke simply used Matthew and there was no Q, or that Matthew, not Mark, came first. The diagram shows the theory that best fits the evidence, not a proven fact.


Follows the two-source theory, the majority solution to the Synoptic Problem; the main alternatives are noted on the plate.
From the Cross to the Canon
[image: illustration]
For a generation after the crucifixion there were no gospels at all — only word of mouth, and Paul’s letters, which say almost nothing about Jesus’s life. The first narrative gospel, Mark, was not written until around AD 70; Matthew and Luke followed a decade or two later, drawing on Mark and a shared body of sayings; John came last, around AD 90–110.


Then came a flood. Through the second century dozens of other gospels circulated — Thomas, Mary, Peter, Philip — most of them now lost or surviving only in scraps. Out of that library the churches slowly converged on four: Irenaeus argued around AD 180 that there could only ever be four, and by AD 367 Athanasius could list them alongside the same twenty-seven books later received as the New Testament.


All of this happened while the church was an illegal sect meeting in houses, its books copied by hand and carried from city to city — which is exactly why so many gospels, the canonical four included, survive the way they do. The timeline sets the story against the empire around it: Jerusalem destroyed in AD 70, Christianity finally legalised by Constantine in 313.


Composition and canon dates follow mainstream scholarly ranges; exact years are debated.
Appendix: How a Machine Translates
A language model does not translate the way a dictionary does — word in, word out. It reads the whole Greek clause, forms an internal representation of what the clause means, and then writes English out of that representation, one word at a time, each word chosen in light of the entire Greek sentence and everything already written. Researchers who study these systems from the inside find that meaning is stored in a form largely shared across languages: “bread” and artos light up much of the same internal machinery. Translation runs through that shared layer. The unit of fidelity is the sentence, not the word.


Each English word the model writes is a choice among candidates, and two forces pull on that choice. One is the evidence in front of it — the Greek text and its instructions. The other is its training — the patterns absorbed from everything it was built on. For most text the two agree. For scripture they pull apart. That training included the King James, its successors, and centuries of quotation, so wherever a famous verse appears, the traditional English wording is the path of least resistance: the strongest pattern in the data, and so the easiest to output. “Consider the lilies” is less translated than reproduced. It is the mechanical form of the problem a human translator has when the old version is so deeply learned it cannot be unheard — except that in a machine the pull is a measurable statistical bias, and can be partly corrected.


Two corrections were applied here. First, the instructions: the model was told to distrust the famous phrasings already in its training and to render each verse as if it had never been put into English before. Second, the choice of model: several were tried, and this draft was made by the one that leaned on the remembered wording least — that reproduced the traditional English phrase least often and stayed closest to the Greek in front of it. Why it did so is not something we can see from the outside; what we can report is what showed up on the page. The result is a fresher take.


The corrections partway succeeded, and the shape of that partial success is the most useful thing we can tell you. Most of the time the model did render the Greek in front of it rather than reach for the remembered English — that is why the draft reads the way it does. But the finished text was afterwards audited against the Greek word by word, and the pull had left its fingerprints in places. The tell is inconsistency. A model’s memory of the traditional wording is strongest where a verse is famous, and it varies from chapter to chapter — so the same Greek word comes out one way here and another way there. The errors arrive not as a policy but as a patchwork, and the patchwork is the signature. Some of what the audit found, all of it now corrected:


klaiō, which means to cry aloud — to wail — was rendered “weeping,” a word both older and gentler than the Greek. At John 11:35 the famous three words “Jesus wept” had been kept, though the Greek there switches to a different, quieter verb: he sheds tears, while the mourners around him are wailing. Doulos, a slave — someone owned — came out as “servant” sixty-eight times and “slave” ten. One Greek sentence, your faith has saved you, came out “healed you” in Mark and Matthew and “saved you” in Luke, though Mark and Luke are telling the same scene in the same words. Matthew has Jesus take up John the Baptist’s sentence exactly, word for word; our English gave the two men different words and hid it. Grammateus came out “scribes” in sixty places and “teachers of the law” in five — and those five sat together in a single chapter.


One more thing is worth saying, because it cuts both ways. The model that produced this draft was not built in the English-speaking world, and it was the one, of those tried, that leaned on the remembered English least — those two facts may well be related. But it did not escape the pull, and it is worth being clear about why not. The pull does not live in a model’s birthplace; it lives in the English it was trained on, and any model that has read the internet has read centuries of English Bibles. Nor is the King James the only groove worn into the language: some of what the audit removed was not old at all but the settled habit of modern English translation — “the Jewish leaders,” say, for a Greek phrase that reads simply “the Jews.” The machine reaches for whatever phrasing the language has already worn smooth, whichever century wore it.


The draft was then checked by other models and edited under human oversight. The whole chain stands on the shoulders of the scribes who copied the text and the scholars who established it; the machine is one more lens — with its own distortions, named here so you can look through it with open eyes. Read it as a draft to question.
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A Collision of Worlds

Rome ruled, Greece spoke, Israel believed — the three worlds the gospels were written into.
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The Life, in Time

Three scenes of a childhood, then twenty silent years, then everything at the end — and the wider world around it.

Galilee ministry begins Up to Jerusalem
Flight to Egypt Tested in the wilderness Peter’s confession The empty tomb
the third day
Born at Bethlehem The boy in the Temple Baptized by Joh: Teaching & healin, Ci ied under Pilate
. 6- c.AD7-9 c. AD 28-29 AD300r33
THE HIDDEN YEARS
c.ADg-27
s§C 1BC ADs AD1o AT} 28 AD 30 A3 AD 34
—_—,—— ] \\ o o o —t—eo 3
BIRTH & BOYHOOD THE MINISTRY — ONE YEAR (MATTHEW/MARK/LUKE) OR THREE (JOHN)

EMPERORS IN ROME

Augustus Tiberius

RULERS IN THE HOLY LAND

Herod the Great (d. 4 BC) Pilate, prefect of Judea
C [o) Herod Antipas rules Galilee

MEANWHILE, ACROSS THE WORLD
‘Wang Mang usurps the Han throne (China)
.

The Eastern Han s restored at Luoyang (AD 25) and Rome lses three legions in Germany; Greece and Egypt are Roman provinces now; and across the ocean — unknown to any of this — Teotibuacan is rsing and the Maya flourish.






EPUB/cover-img.jpg
PILAITNTEXT CLASSICSE

THE GOSPELS

MATTHEW - MARK - LUKE - JOHN

A NEW TRANSLATION FROM THE GREEK

in plain modern English

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

MARK SCRIBE






EPUB/images/gospels_travels_map.png
The Land of the Gospels

Where the story happens

from the birth at Bethlehem to the last week in Jerusalem.
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How the Four Gospels Relate

Three tell the same story in the same words; the fourth stands apart. The likelist reason why.
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From the Cross to the Canon

How the four gospels were written — and, out of a much larger library, chosen. Drawn to scale.
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MEANWHILE, IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE
‘Rome destroys Jerusalem & the Temple
L

Constantine legalizes Christianity
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For most of these years the church is an illegal sect — Nero had already blamed Christians for Rome's fire (AD 64) — meeting in house,its books copied by hand and shared from city o city, which is why so many gospels, canonical and not, survive only in scraps.






